NY 


— 


* 
+ 


*> 


< 


* 
- 


1 


. 
. Ke * 
25 £6 
o 
F 
* 
18 
* * » — f 
VN. 5 
ISTORY 
fag Sq - 
*% 4 * 4 
# I + 


» 
* 
4 
8 
8 
: we 
4 
" 
o * 


- 


D 


AN 


"He 
- 
| b 


q 


* 
IN 
7 


* 


1 a% 


IERVAT ION: 
05 
LE 


- 


* 


R of 


* 


Tno 


* 


* 


op ONE 


GH 


TSY 


* 


4 

- 

7 
— 


—— — 


n 


* q | 


E, FroprinorafCheulingti raries, finding | | 
it impoſſible to continue the'Bufirieſs of Lend. : . 

ing Books to Read on the late low Terms of Subſerip- 

tion, with the ſame Degree of Reputation to ourſelves ; 
and Satisfaction to the Public as we did at a Time 

when neither ſo great a Number of New Books were 

| eee oe nor the Demand for them ſo great as now, ID 

I: 


ave on hr wi led to advance the Sum of one Shil- 
| Herly; and Eighteen Pence on our Yearly | 
. * ole to avoid the diſagreeable Alter- 
native of throwing-up that Branch of Buſineſs, which 
— 1 ſo many Years been a Source of Amuſement, 
0 we 9 to add, 3 to the Pub- 
: or o it to lauguiſh through a want of 
1 proper Fan * New ] Book, = , to eſſentially neceflary „ 
to its Credit and Support. And whereas, we hayre 
experienced the moſt chearful Compliante from our 
Subſcribers in the Payment of the trifling Sum ſo 
rieaſonably advanced upon them We hereby, (each 
for bimfelf) take this Opportut nity of ating them |Q 
in particular, and the Public in general, that na , JV. 
Pains nor Expence in our Power ſhall be wanting to 
render our reſpective Librarie (in point of Utility, 
* tenſiveneſs and 'Amufement) of ſuch Advantage 
over all others, who, ſhall continue — lend at the 


8 than compenſate for the-faving of ſo in nſterable a LES: 
Sum-as that above-mentioned ; fince nie e 
aſſured that it is our moſt ſerious r to pur ba 
chaſe, for the Uſe of gur gubſeribers without Excep- / 
tion, a much larger Quantity and greater Variety of 

New Books than can 0 be furniſhed 0 175 | 

One * at leſs than | Ie 


— _ ** 


— 


3 Four \ Shillings per le - 


n — 
4 oy —— ů—— —U—U— — K ln. K n 3 ITION . * * = 


| Twelve Shillings . Year. 


3 . green, Francs Noble, Joby Noble, Willia * N 
| == Ak « Fernor 7 beter, n den W * 


ET” LAEALR? 
. 55 = 


10 THE „ 
wear HONOURABLE _ 


AZ Lady ELIZ. 188 RMAIN, 


RO OE ͤwm y ũè ůUui«⁵ TU -˙UU — — 
- FF * * 1 * N S y 
3 : . i hog 4 
* 0 


F 2 bit 45 PAR, 2713 P 5 . a e 

þ hy 1 13 . 95: "IS 

8 K B g 608 the per et gat 
4 titles, perſonal perfections, nor 


> the $o0ds of fortune, but in" 
- that innate peace of mind, which ariſes 
from virtue, and a fuperior excellence of 
nature, to beſtow true happineſs ; to whom 

| ſhould the enguirer after it have recourſe, 
4 but to your , 4 Ba whoſe eternal har- 

'}  mony of ſoul, and ever chearing good- 
neſs to all who. come, within. the. reach. 
olf it, are an evident demonſtration, that 

noble birth, beauty, and. even wit, (all 

dazzling qualifications- at as. they -are) are, 
pet the ſmalleſt of your charms, and, 1 4 
dare believe, afford leaſt e „„ 

e 2 5 9 


DEDICATION. 


It is,. madam, from that unbounded = 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, in which your: . 
ladyſhip is fo. eminently. diſtinguiſhed, 
that I alone can hope a pardon for 
this preſumption. I have little to ſay 
in defence of the following ſheets, or 
of myſelf, more than that they contain 
the hiſtory of ſome real facts; and as my 
chief deſign in publiſhing them, being 
to perſuade my ſex from ſeeking happt- 
neſs the wrong way, the moſt certain 
means to acquire ſucceſs in. that endea- 
your, is to inſcribe 1 it to a lady, whoſe 
example, in every ſtage of life, is of more 
lively force to reform the manners, and 
refine the mind, than the. moſt learned 

and elaborate e $; PE ſb Wri-. 


N FIR 7 22 k Fatt RFLP N 


Ho is it pole to GEN act" your 1 
duyſhip's character in your virgin, gour 
Kb or your widowed ſtate, and not 
_ wiſh, at leaſt, to emulate fo glorious a 
Pattern! With What indignant ſhame 
muſt the prude, the coquet, "the vain. 

lorious boafter of imaginary 28 5, . 
oo proud, the over-curious,- and the 


5 partof nant be ſtruck, 
f en 5 


2 ˙A ER  —_ 
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DEDICATION. »v 


1 : | 6 
when they reflect, that ſhe alone, who 
is moſt worthy - of applauſe, is leaſt 
ambitious of it, and who rather wiſhes 
her merits leſs diſtinguiſhable, by having 
many equals in them, than to ſhine in an 


unrivalled luſtre the pbænix of the admi- 
ring world. e 


May heaven permit your ladyſhip long 


life, and an uninterrupted ſeries of health 
and happineſs, which ſhall ever be the 
ſincere and ardent prayers o, 


4 7 
Rs | e > 1 


1 


* 2 * 3 
SP _ o K ax 9% £ * bs * 
” 7 2 * % 
8. Py : 2 — — . h ws » ON PL. « 121 
M A D A M | : 
* - * F s 
N r % "28 g 5 «3 x 2 % 1 ” 
8 — *% £ F 4 : a 
* _ 4 & xs. : I 4 k EY ' 
# 8 . XI. % v6. Ss 
ay 
* 
* * D 8 * Fa — 
* 8 Tok is; ty 4 * 1 $: "A 8 * ” 7 « * 
& * * ? 3 4 0 & + © 
— 9 * x * „ © W 4 5 * a 
7 4 « 
— « 0 "_ L 
# 
* . . 
2 - i He — . « 43 = a 


. 
1 * 

"x £ : - © x ALS „ 
7 1 3 5 1 2 6 * Fe 5 4 * 

— 4 3 : 8 > K „ wo oo. i & 5 % 34-4 Is ves 
5 | | : Moſt devoted, 
— d a : 
4 * * * o 
* ] - - 2 7 4 2 3 * 
\ : 7 7 ; 
5 1 * 3 * " het 4 5 8 
* + f 
* 


* * — 


. 5 
. : * * 
* * 

8 # is 8 * « - * 4 

f 5 3 8 5 
4 „ — * * * 4 * 4% 5 

— . ; b * f 

F : . * rer .* 
; * vi * * : | * n 1 
Pa 3 4 — 94 7 * 1 4 4 3 
q * 3 ©, 4. * + — % % 2 


a 33 
. z * "+ 4 
3 


— 


5 2 *$- $9 n - . 4 \ 13 5 = 
* 1 4 4; + * * 5s Le N * 2 L © + * * — 3. „ 
: - _- 


a 5 * 0 2 . 7 
188 * . « 3 
1 1 * Re 4 R * 5 
id 1 2 * A 
1 1 8 i 3 
\ | 5 ; — 9 * 
1 ; — FI. 60" 8" of as * : * : 85 * : A 
n 1 1 5 , p ; 
N a ; ; = l 8 0 
* * - of 
4 r * 7 4 - 
5 . — > 5 * * 4A.» >, 


2 | BY | 
ö Oe 7 4 - £ ö E. HAY WOOD, : 


- * 
9 N 
— 
” 
— K „ „ 


2 
: 
4 
. 
3 
Li 
* 1 
7 * 
$ 

- 
. 
. 
. 


- 1 
5 


=. Hiſtory 0 AxziAx A, S Lonkxzo, ; 


* 91 27 * * 2 # P; " - 
© 45 if * = £35 > 4 $ * 2 * þ „ 1 
» - F * „ 8 * „ © 8 * — 
„„ wp „%% ᷑ 0œÜm2. fr Thy © 5« 
F326 «4 * . 5 44 4. 7 Alti 4121 4 
"Sg 8 iN 
— by 4 
The N 
. * . -_ $4: ” ; eur 5 1 
>< 2 21 2 * HS EF I-64 1 = 4 $3454 , r 


I Trtrtduttios, - © tha 9 e x 


und hunt CAPRERA 10 
9. 7 Ji... 
A 123 ilk! FE] 8 4411 2 5 


u, hun Miese n 281d i 


LAs 29 7B1G bir bn 43044 


. Hiftory CRTEsWo, Signior Wn 
77 8 


MONT, and PHILETTA, 
AGRA TY 


5 The Hiſtory « of BELLAZARA, e . and 


the vile ERCINO, | 114 
| E gie 1 Nh. 11 0 20 8 


| The Hi ifory of STENOCLEA,. and the | Signiers 


il 


ARMUTHI and BARNIBAR, - 1 

f 

The Hiftory of VIOLATHIA, and the Counts 

BkROSL and CHARMILLO, __ 178 
Eas Luzie Rob : 


TID The Hiftory of Trrrismpa, 217 | 


mee f- 0 ERDINAND, 240 | 
The Ear of FELICIA and ADARIO, 263 


— 1 


r Nr 1 * 


FI. ak Oo”. 1 1 # mc 8 0 ? n THE 


- 


. # 0 
4 . 2 ; o 
4 1 ? 4 1 
* we F ol . * 1 
wy y 
» 1 , 
F : P 0 5 * 8 5 
=; * a * > 4 * F- # * 
. 
= 
8 by #8 . 4 4 - 
a 1 4 . þ . £ 
x ” - 
4 43 8 
— 
? 


oh FRUITLESS ENQUIRY, 


Aa 9 03 07 ni een 
Ele 9 e of Wan dying 
8 in the prime of his: years, left be- 
N Find mph. a widow called Miramillia, 
jaſtly eſteemed one of the moſt: loyely we- 
men of the age, and a little ſon hot exceed- 
a ing fix y ears old; to dear to his mother, that 
| ak her beau „wealth, :and:accompliſh- | 
ments, : attracted "the: love and admiration 
pf almoſt as many as beheld her, and the no- 

bleſt youth in tie republic deſired her in 
3 yet did "ag decline all the advan» ' 

tages offered her for this darling of her foul, 
and reſolved to continue the remainder of her 

days i in a ſingle ſtate, fearing, that M-beſtows 
ing herſelf, the ſhovld ao be ohliged toire- 
lingbith the power; ſhe had of managing. the 

eſtate for him, to one who would: leſs ;confult 
his intereſt; Never was mother more 5 5 
for che welfare of a child, nor never dit 2 
| ene Hope atea * the 


- parent; ſo greatly did he improve on the 
education ſhe allowed him, that his behaviour 
was her pride, as well as pleaſure: as he en- 
creafed in years, he encreaſed alſo in every 
manly grace; there was no art, no ſcience, 
no exerciſe, befitting his quality, of which 
he was not a perfect maſter, and in many of 
them he excelled thoſe whoſe profeſſion it was 
to inſtruct. = FT „ 

Till. he arrived at the age of twenty, did 
his happy mother glory in maternal fondneſs; 
and was ſo far from believing ſhe ever ſhould 

haue reaſon to do otherwiſe, that ſhe ſcarce | 
knew how to pity the "misfortunes of thole + 
who lamented the undutifulneſs, or ill ma- 
nagement of their children: but alas! on 
how weak a foundation do all human joys d-. 
pend, and how little ought we to triumph f 
2: BM in the tranſient. bleflings of fate, which in a 
moment may vaniſh, and in their room as 
pPoignant ills ariſe. In the height of her ſa. 
#  -tisfaQtion, juſt when ſhe had ſeen the promiſing 
i bloom of this young man arrive at maturity, 
and every wifſn was to its height completed, 
then all at once did miſery fall on her, and 
he became more wretched than ever ſhe had 


been bleſt. 13 „„ % „ i : 
_ _- Early one mn did this beloved ſon go 
dut, as was frequently his cuſtom, to indulge 
meditation in a fine wilderneſs adjacent to tile 
Ht caſtle; but night not bringing him home, 
nor the enſuing day, nor many others afford= 
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D ENQUIRY: 4 
exities,of a mother ſo. tenderly fond as was 
his, are not to be See l Hrough every 
part of the city ſhe ſent in ſearch of him, but 
all her meſſengers. returned without ſucceſs; 
he could not be heard of, nor could any per- 
ſon be found that had ſeen him; days, weeks, 
and months paſt on in this manner, and quite 
.. raving with her griefs, ſhe. fell into a ſort of 
ſuperſtitious credulity,which before ſhe had de- 
ſpifed ; it was that of applying to fortune: tel 
lers, and a vain expectation of knowing that 
titom man, Which heaven permits not the diſ- 
covery of, even to the angels themſelves, But 
* | ber gd ſenſe not ſuffering her to place any 
great dependance on what they ſaid, ſhe no 
- ||*  fooner heard: the predictions of one, than ihe 
"= vent to/another, comparing them together, be- 
| «© beving chat if they agreed, they might be wor- 
cmy ofebelief; but being different, one telling 


direct account, but er her, that to en- 
gage his return, ſhe 
Balle ler him by dhe buds of a perſon ſo cm- 


Pieatly contented in mind, that there was ng 
ED, nen that ſhe enjoyed. If you can pre- 
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F Uitile piece of Work, ſaid he, before it be 


33 your ſon; but you muſt be certain, continu» 5 1 
ea he, that tlie perſen Jou empleo be pers © 
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g diſpoſition; which rendered her capable of 


ing thoſe bleflings; but then ſhe was 


enjoying ng 
| le to a man of ſo petverſe a nature, that 
it took up her Whole oy to pleaſe him, and 


the little ſucceſs The ha 


» "I 


| e ſucceſs in that endeavour, 
frequently gave her many bitter perturbations. 
Another, in all appearance, was poſſeſt of 


| oy thing that can be wiſhed, a wealthy and 


huſband, many fine children, and the ge- 


5 . 5 Bea eſteem and good character of the world., 
-_ ©» but ſhe had made this lady the: confſident of 


Her paſfion fer a young gentleman, and in 


that criminal inclination Were all the plea- 
fures of her life overwhelmed and loſt. One 


had an undutiful ſon, another an unfortunate 


©. daughter, a thitd an extravagant buſband, a 


fourth an unloving one, a fifth was: diſtracted 


ws 
£ 


with à Repidame's, overlopking eye, a fixtlh 
* 95 > : N 5 \ 12 50 had g 
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| kad married a man, whoſe children by a for- 
meerr venture were an eternal plague upon her 
ſpirits; one had fo much ready caſh, that ſhe 
Was always in care how to beſtow it with the 
leaſt hazard, and moſt advantage; another was 
perplex'd for want of it, and the exigencies 
to which perſons in that misfortune are redu- 
ced. Few there were to whom ſhe could ap- 
ply with any hope of ſucceſs, if it were reallx 
truth that the predictor had endeavoured to 
make her believe: but among the number 
of thoſe was a lady whoſe name was Anziana; 
he was married to one of the chief of the no- 
bdility, a man ſcarce to be equaled for his per- 
© Zonal charms, or the improvements of educa- 
tion, and one who both before, and after his 
marriage, had given a thouſand teſtimonies of 
ttuhe molt tender regard for her: never did any 
pair appear to live together in a more perfect 
harmony; three fine ſons and two beautiful 
daughters were the product of their loves, 
all lovely, all hopeful, and promiſing a future 
age of happineſs to their glad parents. Where 
could contentment dwell, if not in ſuch a fa- 
mily? who can be compleatly bleſt, if Anziana 
was not ? To her therefore it was · that ſhe re- 
ſolved to have recourſe, and doubted not but 
to receive from her friendſhip, that favour 
which ſhe imagined was in her power to 
grant. = 47 1 5 N 
In purſuance of this deſign, ſnhe again ſet 
berſelf at her long neglected toilet, and re- 
ſlumed thoſe ornaments which till now ſhe had 
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9. THE FRUITLESS 

not worn ſince the loſs of her dear ſon; and 
when dreſt with all her former exactneſs, went 
to the houſe of -Anxiana, where ſhe was re- 
ceived by that lady with all the demonſtrati- 
ons imaginable of a ſincere friendſhip; but 
when ſhe related to her the errand on which 
the came, ſhe looked extremely ſurprized, and 
would fain haveperſuaded her from giving any 
- adherence to advice which ſeemed ſo perfect- 
- ty chimerical ;\ but the other continuing to 
inſiſt on it, and appearing ſomewhat reſentful 
that ſhe ſhould refuſe ſo ſmall a trouble, when 
it would do her ſo great a piece of ſervice; 
at laſt ſhe conſented to make the trial, on con- 
dition ſhe would remain in her houſe for the 
ſpace of eight days: at the end of which 
time, ſaid ſhe, if you perceive nothing,which 
may render me incapable of ſerving you in the 
way you mention, I ſhall willingly undertake 
it. The ſorrowful mother could not but com- 
ply with ſo reaſonable a requeſt, and in doing 
ſo, found every thing agreeable to that charac- 
ter of perfect tranquillity, to which the prog- 
noſticator had directed her; ſhe now no long 
er doubted. but ſhe ſhould be able to make the 
experiment, if there were any dependance to 


de placed in the words of theſe ſoothſayers. 
Never had ſhe beheld a family better mana- 55 ; 


ged; every thing was done with that eaſe, that 


fregularity, and concord, that buſineſs. were 
5 4 pleaſure: the ſervants ſeemed to obey more 
cmrough love than fear, the miſtreſs had not Z 
tue träuhle of commanding; fo ready were 


they 
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they to obſerve her very looks and motions, 


that what ſhe would have done, was ſo before 
her deſire could form itſelf into words: the 
children obſerved the fame decorum; but 
theſe were petty felicities compared with that 
which flowed from a conjugal affection, fa 
tender, fo obliging, ſo ardent, and unchanga- 
ble, as that appeared to be between Anziana 


and her huſband Count Caprera : never were 
endearments carried to a higher pitch, nor had 


more the look of fincerity. In fine, all that 


can be conceived of felicity was theirs, and 


was thought an exception to that general rule, 
that perfect happineſs is not to be found on 

The time prefixed by Anziana being elapſ- 
ed, her diſtreſt viſitor entreated the performance 
of her promiſe; io which the other in a me- 


lancholy accent thus replied. Alas! ſaid 
e ſhe, how liable are We to be deceived by 


e appearances! How little does the outward 


„ ſhow demonſtrate, ſometimes, the real diſ- 
< poſition of the heart I, who ſeem the moſt 


« fortunate of my ſex, am indeed the moſt 
« wretched ;. nor is it in the power of fate to 


load me with ſuperior ills.” But to eaſe ' 
the amazement in which my words have - 
involved you, follow me, and you ſhall be in- 


formed in full of the whole diſmal cauſe; | A 
ſhe ſpoke this, ſhe turned haſtily towards the 


| doorof the chamber, and the other going after 


her as ſhe had deſired, they paſſed through fe- 


veral rooms, till 17 came to a long gallery, 


- 


, 
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HE FRUITLESS. 

at the end of which was a cloſet. There An- 
ziana ſtopped, and taking a key out of her poc- 
ket, opened it, and went in, deſiring the other 
to do the ſame: but with what horror and af- 
fright was her ſoul invaded, when, as ſoon as 
ſhe entered, the firſt object that preſented it- 
ſelf to her, was the ſkeleton of a man, with 


* 


adventurous gazer, and on the breaſt was fix- 
ed a label; which, as ſoon as ſhe was enough 
recovered from that terror which ſo unexpec- 
ted and ſo ſhocking a ſight had plunged her 
in, to be able to look upon it, Anziana took 
her by the hand, and bringing her nearer, 
[ſhowed it her, containing theſe words, which 
to make them yet more dreadful, were writ 
«© Remember, Anziana, it is for your crime 
6 that I am thus, and let a juſt contrition 
é take up your enſuing days, and peace be 
ever a ſtranger to your ſoul, till you be- 
come as I am. 5 9 85 . 
Let the reader imagine himſelf in this lady's 
place, and he will then be able to conceive 


* 


ſiome part of that aſtoniſhment ſhe was in at 


beholding an object of this dire nature, in a 
Houſe where nothing but mirth and chear- 
fulneſs appeared to reign : to deſcribe it, is 
not in the power of language; therefore, I 
mall; only ſay, that it took from her the power 
of ſpeech, and tho' ſhe paſſionately longed for 
the explanation of fo ſtrange an adventure, 
yet her tongue refuſed to obey W : 
3 | VVV 8 


*. 


arms extended wide, as if in act to ſeize the 


| a3SEMQIVA4RY.: 9 
her heart, and by the wild confuſion of her 
looks, and eyes half ſtarting from their ſpheres, 
alone it was, that ſhe could make known 
her wonder, or her curioſity : but Anziana 

perfectly underſtanding what it was ſhe de- 


ſired, made her turn from that ungrateful ob- 


ject, and ſit down by her on a couch ſome 
diſtance from it, where ſhe began thus. Had 
I not been convinced of your diſcretion, ſaid 


the taſk you came hither, to 1 oy. me in: 
les from you 


which ſhe ſuſtained ; but Fon 


\ Py 
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tion 15 what the other was about to lay, „WhO 
immediately began A ee ne had os 
miſed 1 in theſe rj vas e te 1 WH, 


FTE A 
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W HIS TOR Y uf Ain alba iger 
Lonxkxzo, and Count CpRERRA. 


85 ＋ is not Arete yon, Laid the, that] 

1 am defcchded from one of the Ber Hon - 
lies in Wis: kepoplick, and that I. had a 25 . 
Fuge aul t6 ny bitth'; 1 Malk therefole pats 
over ih Hence the years of" my childtiodd, 

: nothing haj ppening to me worthy of remark, ti I 
my fourte nch year : dt. which time, 
there Were who ſolleited tie for tharriage, 

J among b the number of Whbtn Was Signibt Lo: 

Te 285 25 omg” genkleſttan whole X 
is I „ Hor att BENEyE the dn Worth 2 
Tall Reale: „ AK Hirſt the deferknck T pa ma | 
bim, f thou aht only Was owing to his merit, 

ER Ht 601 $6 aa biin, eite king din 
Ale fame. But alas! too ſoon I found my 
Adrmitation proceeded from 1 fofter motive, Re 
ud that i it Was 18e that made me ſd. q 

Aghted to his perfectlons, and Had faite dach zh 

fo. ditinguiſh, "that tho! ke Was Thfiditely de- 

Tervipe,. _faw all his graces tirdugh'a tnagnil- 

Hing Elac, and adored what others but . 

foyed : j the infancy of e however, 

5 too much pleaſure to a youthfb! ful heatt rt 
1 the efforts of reaſon to be able to r * 
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I ſuffered the ſweet inchantment to grow upon 
me, till it overwhelmed and ſunk all other 
conſiderations; and never reflecting on the 
difficulties which might ariſe to ſeparate us; 
indulged the dear delight his ſociety afforded; 

and while I liſtened to his vows, knew nei- 
ther fear nor grief: yet had I been capable 
of thought, how eaſy had it been to me, 


os have foreſeen my 4 would not look on 


Lorenzo with my eyes, and chat all his ac- 
compliſhments would not have been ſufficient 


to make up for the diſparity of his birth and 


fortune. All at once, therefore, did my miſ⸗- 
fortune come upon me, and when I was arri 
ved at the utmoſt extreme of paſſion, did 1 
receive a command to check it, from his 
mouth, whence there was no appeal: in fine, 
juſt as Lorenzo had obtained my permiſſion to 
demand me of my father, did he order me to 
ſee him no more, and ſeverely reprimanded 
me for having. given any encouragement to 
his addreſſes. I durſt not but promiſe to obey, 
tho? heaven knows how little my heart was 
Figs of inking good my words: now did 
begin to find there were bitters enough. in 
love to empoiſon all the ſweets of it; but 
the diſeaſe had ſpread too far to hope a cure, 
nor indeed did I endeayour at it. 1 apprized 
Lorenzo by letter of what had N and 
appointed to meet him the next day at the 
houſe: of a perſon whom I made the confi- 
dent of this affair. He failed not to come, 


and inſtead of e the dictates” of: — 


= + 
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duty in taking an eternal leave of him, I ſuf- 
fered myſelf to be ſwayed wholly by thofe of 
my love, and entered into the moſt ſolemn 
obligation that vows could form, never to be 
but his: that ceremony, which is called mar- 
riage, is infinitely leſs binding, than the re- 
peated oaths I kneeling made, and the curſes 
I imprecated on myſelf, if ever I ſwerved from 


them: death itſelf was not to diſſolve the 
contract, but the ſurvivor ſwore to pay the 


| ſame regard to the memory of the deceaſed, 


as when living, and in a condition to know, 


and to return thoſe proofs of fidelity. Not 


long after this, my father unhappily incurred _ 


the diſpleaſure of the ſenate to fo high a de- 
gree, that he ſtood in need of all the intereſt 
he had, to preſerve his eſtate from being forfei= 


ted, and himſelf ſent into baniſhment : of all 


the friends that appeared for him, Count Ca- 

' prera was the moſt ſerviceable; and indeed it 
Was wholly owing to his great power, and 
Ready adherence to the cauſe he had eſpouſed, 
that my father was acquitted, So important a 


| ſervice required the moſt grateful retributions, 
nor was my father deficient in paying them; 


he offered him the half of that eſtate he had 
preſerved, but he would accept no other re- 


compence than Anziana: he declared himſelf © 


poſſeſt of the moſt violent paſſion for me, and 


that he had been prevented from diſcovering 


- . 
. 


it, mo the apprehenſions of his unworthi- 
neſs, till the lucky opportunity offered, of 
conferring an obligation on my family, ay > 


"wo" 
aw. 
3 


as he ſaid, might give ſome pretence to hope, 
he ſhould not be refufed. Had my father never 
experienced his friendſhip, it is highly impro- 
bable;there would haye been any occaſion for 
ſuch à fear; the Count, I muſt acknowledge, 
' notwithRanding the - little. effect his charms 
1 4 been able to work. on me, being poſleſt of 

every advantage that can make marriage plea- 
| ſing. But there is an awe which accompanies 
. true affection, and indeed is often fatal to it. 
FS Te was ſo at leaſt to that the Count had for me, 
1 ſince had he ſooner made an offering of his 
heart, perhaps I never ſhould have diſpoſed of 
mine to Lorenzo. Then might we have all 
been happy, nor would this dreadful ſpecta- 
ele have diſtracted my ſight, which brings the 
fatal pat, for ever preſent to my tormented 
mind: but ſuch was the decree of all-diſpoſing 
heaven, nor muſt I dare to murmur. With 

 .. theſe words, the ſwelling tears, in ſpite of her 
efforts to the contrary, burſt their paſſage 
through her eyes, and ſhe was ſome time before 

' ſhe could recover herſelf to proſecute her ſtory ; 
but when ſhe did, it was in this manner. 

Muy father, reſumed ſhe, was perfectly tran 
ported at this offer of the Count's, and with- 
out conſulting my inclination in the affair, 
readily e ſhould be his wife, and 
that the marriage ſhould be ſolemnized in a 
_ few days. How terrible a ſurprize, therefore, 
was it to me, when fitting, one day in my 
chamber alone, contemplating on the perfec- 
tions of my dear Lorenzo, my father enter- 
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"ed, and informed me what 1 have been juſt 
now relating; 1 T.knew, him poſitive in all his 
. reſolutions, and he expre ed this on the 2 
Foun, of the ebli gations he, e had to th Cg 
and. the 1 our. family would recefve in 
an alliance with bim, with aut J ach, 
and arbitrary air: 1 durſt not utter the leaſt 
Abele in oppoſition to what he faid, but he 
aw enough 1 in my countenance. to, make him 
know, L Was extremely diſſatisfied at it. What, 
erled he, is it with frowns and Jeet 
Eyes, that You, receive the news of of ſuch 2 
; blefling.? throw off ſo. petverſe a ſullenneſs, 
and prepare to treat the Count, Who will be 
here this night, with that reſpe&. and grati- 
\ tude which bis ſervices demand from my fa- | 
mily, or reſolye to be no more a art of , 
but an alien for ever from my my name and fa. 
vour. Nothing can be more . hat Had 
1 confeſted the impolibili 92 5 ere Witfor e 
to return the Count's affection, and the oll. 
; ations I had laid myſelf under td 'Lorenzo, 
the friendſhip he had for the forther of them, 
would have raiſed his indi ignatio to the ut- 
_ moſt violence againſt me; ;_ and. fear at hat 
time getting + the better To my be, I fell at» 
{his feet, entreatin J his forgiveneſs, and affur- 
ing him of a perfect obedience; at which he 
appeared LAPS But eafily perceiving I was 
far fron being ſo in reality, left me to my- 
_ If, beli 5 8 that the belt way to calm the 
diſerdess 755 my ſoul; and make it fit to re- 
ceiye che impreMon, he deſired. But = 
0 rs W en 


GP ge I 


—— 7” IA be 


l — — 5. 
. — - —— m 5 
— e - 
A " 9 ah ” PEEP _ a hy "Ir n „ 4 
N , as " 2 
3 wy 1 
= * ( : 


"nnd 40 


{ x 
: 
4 
* 
7 
& - 
1 - 
= 
_ ' 0 
A 1 q 
1 N 
0 
f * 
7 , 4 
3 B 4 
3 4 
bs 4 3 4 * 
8 4 # ö 
, —— 2 
3 4 
* 8 
[1 — * 
: * ö A 
o 4 , 
: * 
_ - F * 3 
; - ; T 
- =_ 
-, { : 
, 7 } 
s 1 : 
i i | 
5 1 
: [ ; 
} 
| L oe 
- - 2 
: ; 2D 
13 
3 8 T1 & 
. | 2 
: l 
Yo 14 b 
"FE : 
. 4 
x Y * * 
7 7 2 
L 7 5 


TEN QUEFITR Y:: 15 
when at liberty to give a looſe to thought, 
Aaand to reflection, heaven only knows the 
{goes I ſuſtained; the idea of my dear Lo- 
| 20, his paſſionate affection, the ſolenin con- 
tract We Had made, the reiterated VOWS: by 
Which it was confirmed, came freſh. into my 
mind, and made me for ſome moments refolve 
to endure all things, rather than make this 
double ſacrifice of my love and faith: but then 
my father's power, the fear of being turned out 
ia beggar, and the poſſibility that, in ſuch a diſ- 
graced and diſtreſsful ſtate, Lorenzo, for whoſe 
lake 1hould bechme ſo, might alſo abandon 
me. The miſeries of poverty, and the unpitying 
world's contempt and cenfure, glared on my 
'terrified imagination, and worked fo far on the 
- timorouſneſs of my nature, as to counterba- 
lance all that the ſofter paſſion could ſ 
3nd even abſolve my breach of vow. 
-did J ſtruggle in this painful 8 and 
-wholl Hh va to determine to which of the 
prevailing dictates I ſhould yield, at laft a 
medium preſented - itſelf, which flattered me 
with ſome hope of evading the wretchedneſs 
J feared, in ſuffering myſelf to be overcome by 
either; it was to diflemble a contentment in 
the Count s addreſſes, and by ſeeming not to 
[ oppoſe” my father's will, gain time and op- 
portunity to diſappoint it totally. When the 
Count came, I treated him with that reſpect 
which was due to his quality, and the obliga- 
tions we had received from him; nor did he, 
expect more a his firſt viſit, from a/maid-of . 
my 
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my years; in thoſe he afterwards made me, of > 
diſcovered him to be maſter of ſo many per- 


fections, that tho my vow and inclinations 
bound me to Lorenzo, I could not help think- 
ing, that I might have been infinitely. happy 
in ſuch a huſband... In a word, IL had all the 
eſteem and friendſhip for him that one can 


have for the moſt amiable and deſerving bro- 


ther: but this was not that fort of affection 


he wiſhed to inſpire me with, and he could 


not forbear complaining of my coldneſs in 
terms the moſt moving that love and wit 
eould form. A thouſand times have I been 


about to let him into the ſeeret of my ſoul, 


and generouſly confeſs, that I had unwarily be- 
ſtowed my heart and faith, before I knew the 


-- honour he intended me; had I done ſo, I 


might have ſaved that dreadful ſcene which: 


too ſoon enſued. But ſhame; and the fear of 


* 
4 


being expoſed to the indignation of my fa- 


fer me to make this declaration, which alone 

could have been of ſervice. For often ſince has 
Count Caprera proteſted to me in the moſt ſo- 

f lemn manner, that had he known the true 


ſtate of my heart, he would have deſiſted his 
fuit, and choſe rather to have been unhappy 


himſelf, than have made me ſo by an enforced 
marriage. But he, alaſs | was far from gueſ- 
ſing at the truth, nor had I power to inform 


him. But it was not ſo with my father. He 
had intelligence of the private meetings I ſtill 


* 


had with Lerenzo, and doubted not but it 5. 
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# Y . 


* 
7 9 
3 5 5 oy 


> 
4 La 


* 


% ß 


ENQUIRY. 127 


the violence of my affection for him, that 
made me receive the addreſſes of the Count 
with ſo little pleaſure. I had till now pre- 


vailed on him to defer our marriage, under 


the pretence that time might make me enter 


into it with leſs reluctance. But he was no 


longer to be put off by theſe excuſes, he knew 
too well my ſecret, and was reſolved to dif- 


appoint whatever intentions I might have in 
flavour of my paſſion: but my father, with 
Lorenzo, coming one morning into my cham- 


ber with a ſternneſs in his air and countenance, 
which, before he ſpoke, gave me to underſtand- 
fome part of my misfortune. Anziana, faid 


he, your tears, and pretended averſion for 
marriage, have hitherto perfuaded me to de- 
lay the performance of that promiſe I long 


ſince made to Count Caprera; but I am now 
too well informed of the reaſons. which have 


made you blind to that happineſs, heaven 
offers you in a huſband of his quality and 


merit, and am determined that this day ſhall 
be the laſt of your continuing in a virgin 
ſtate ; or if you refuſe to. obey me, of being 
called my daughter. Chuſe, therefore, either to 


be the moſt fortunate and envied woman in 
Venice, by marrying with this nobleman, or 
quit my houſe, my name, and fight for ever, 


and become the moſt accurſt, abandoned, de- 


ſpiſed, and wretched of your ſex. It was to 


no purpoſe that I threw myſelf at his feet, 


entreated, | wept, almoſt died before him. No 
rocks were more immoveable than his relent- 
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leſs breaſt ; nor could all my prayers, my 
tears, my ſwoonings, obtain even one day: 


more: as ſoon as he was gone out of the 


room, I ſent my woman, who was privy to 


5 my moſt ſecret thoughts, in ſearch of Loren- 


jy to whom L. ordered her to relate the 
vhole truth of what had paſſed, refolving, if 


be gave any encouragement to my elopement, 


to leave my father's houſe, and dare all the 
miſeries he had threatened me with, rather than 


become falſe to my love and vows; but, un- 


Fortunately for boch, he was gone that morn- 
ing to the heuſe of a relation, who lived: 
at a good diſtance from Venice, and had ſent: 
for him on ſome extraordinary buſineſs. What 


could I now do ?: to whom could I have re- 
cCourſe ? or what ſecurity for protection from 


the inſults of a barbarous world? Much had 
I heard of the inconſtancy and thankleſneſs 
of faithleſs men, and how could I be ſure Lo- 
renzo was not one of thoſe? That peace of 7 
mind which I muſt forfeit in marrying with 
the Count, I looked on as a trifle, when com- 
© with the loſs of my reputation, and 
the want of the neceſſaries of life: and as 


5 ſor the faith I had vowed to Lorenzo, I doubts 


ed not, hut the neceſſity I was under, would 
excuſe me from a breach of it. I loved the one 


indeed with an unquenchable affection, and 
had but a bare eſteem for the other it Was 


therefore the utmoſt violence tomy inclinati- 
bs. even but to think of complying with my 
father's e me ogtc "OY! 9 - 


= 
be: 
. 

1 
1 
8 
ET 
R 
F 
5 
4 
= 
4 
5 
d 
* 
1 
98 
8 


EW Cufnn mn 


thing but miſery in refuſing, I was at laſt de- 
termined to do as he would have me; and to 


that end ſent my woman to him, hearing he 
was in his cloſet, to let him know I was ready 
to obey him. But alaſs | ſhe was no ſooner 


departed with the meſſage, than the idea of 


that dear loved youth roſe with its charms 


in my tormented ſoul, H- me with 
perjury and ingratitude, vity, and cowar- 


dice of nature; methought I ſaw him dying 
With deſpair, and erying out to heaven to 


revenge his wrongs. | Fully poſſeſt with this 
imaginatiefl, I was about te tall my woman 
back, and true to love deſpiſe all other ills: as 
1 was rifing from my chair with this inten- 
tion, à botke fell Re the ſhelf ſore acci- 


dent happen'd to ſhake it juſt upon my head, 


*whithiopening, 1 ſaw uh the ele of Le 
eo flafice "Amour, a little Frenbh novel, which 


I Tetnethibertd to have read ſome: time before, 


and trat it contained ſeveral little hiſtories. d 
the ingratitude of mankind, and the little they: ' 
thought theinſelves obliged even from the 
greatest eondeſcenſions our ſex could take: 1 

-Fooked en (this aceident as a kind of warning 


Ao me, not to truſt too much t their hotiour, 


und inſtead ef purſuing my deſign, began to 
read in it, where 4 IBappeneii to caſt 
diy eyts önz Was a Kind o tte. wich my 
on; it being of a peng Mor who- had 


*forſook Her facher, friends and country, for 
the dear Take of love; yet had no [ſooner 
Tedabed Herſelf #6: chat e — 


1 2 ne 3 


7 


2% THE FRUITLESS 


want of them muſt infallibly draw on, than 
the ungrateful wretch, for whom ſhe was be- 

come thus miſerable, told her, he was ſorry 

for what had befallen her, that he would be 


her friend as far as a few; pieces, or give her 


a character. to get a ſervice if ſhe were diſpo- 
ſed to accept of one; but ſhe could not ex- 


pect he would marry a woman in her cir- 


cumſtances. Good GOD! cried I, as I was 
reading, ſhould Lorenzo be of this humour, 
what an extrayagance of wretchedneſs would 
be my portion? and why ſhould I hope a bet- 


ter fate, WhO pretends to love, but ſays and 


ſweafs as much as he has done! But put the 


caſe, continued I, after a little reflection, that 
he ſhould excel "bis ſex. as much in honour, | 
as he does in all perſonal perfections; what 
Happineſs could there be in ſuch A; ' ate of | 
obligation and dependance? Would not 25 | 


friends and kindred. be perpetually u 5 
Hh "him, that he had married a woman — 5 85 
any other dowry than her love? would not 

my clothes, nay my very meat, be cavilled at, 


as too extravagant ? I cannot bear the thought, 
:cried I again, and will purſue my reſolution. 


It is reaſon bids me, and all the, ſoftening 


follies of my inclinations fy. before his, force. 


I was thus debating within myſelf, when, my 


Woman returned, and told me, my father 
was infinitely pleaſed with my return to duty, 
and had ſent me, to grace the ceremony he 


was preparing to ſolemnize that He: 2 


5 Aan vw 


*. 


Es. __ * neck, of a vaſt lar . 


: f „„ ͤ Zr % 
oF neſs, and the moſt glorious luſtre I had ever 

: ſeen, I was all my life a great admirer of 

F fine things, and as it was merely the fear of 

er being obliged to live without them, that had- 

* made me yield to marry the Count; ſo this 

Ko addition, to "thoſe my father's indulgence 


_ had before beftowed on me, greatly ſtrength- 
8 ened me in that reſolution. To make it yet 


more firm, the Count ſent me by his gentleman 


14 a braclet of pearl, which an anceſtor of his 
t. had taken from the Turks; and was the moſt 
* orient and richeſt of any in the republick. 
"$6 To add to all theſe baits, feveral relations, who 
6 my father had invited to be prefent at the 
1 marriage, ſeemed, the whole day, each to en- 
* .- deavour to outvie the other in praiſing Count 

£ Caprera. His wit, his elegance of behaviour, 
bis fine ſhape, the delicacy of his complecti- 
us on, the gracefulneſs of his air, his good hu- 
- A mour, honour, generoſity, the greatneſs of 
ot bis family, and the immenſe ſums of money 
at, his father had left him in poſſeſſion of, were 
it, the only topicks of converſation, and all a- 
85 greed, that I could not but be extremely bleſt 
*. in ſuch a huſband. Betwixt the variety of 
"S company and diſcourſe, my ſpirits were ſo 
5d much hurried, that I had no leiſure for reflec- 
4M tion, and Lorenzo was either not remembered, 
1 or in ſuch a manner as to be no hinderance to 
2 the compleating the wiſhes of his rival. We 
; af were married about eight at night, by my fa- 


ther's chaplain, and after a magnificent colla- 
2 tion put to bed. But here, what the 8 
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fain would 1 have written t 1 | 
a6quaint him with what I had been com- 


- 


a= THE FRUITELESS. 

© and buſtle of the day repelled, the ſilence of 
the night called back; not Caprera, but Lo- 

renzo, was now the ſubje of my meditations, 


and it was in vain that that obliging huſband: 
repeated the vow he had given beds Fore the prieſt 
In a more {oft and endearing manner, than 


thoſe who had the ordering of the ceremony 
had ever tenderneſs enough to form; the ab- 
tent lover took up all my thoughts, and that 


reluctance with Which 1 ſuffered bis embra- 


ces, Was not; as he then im̃agined, owing to a 
virgin baſhfulneſs, but to the ardency of my 


wilbes for another: I now found that love had 
not loft the leaſt 
having, bur by the extremity, of my fear, been 


ground in my heart, and 


clied a while to ſcreen its influence, thoſe | 


u removed, bluzed- out again with the 
- fame violence as ever. Never was there 4 
more unhappy bride; che night I paſt in tears, 


the heavy anpuilh of my ſoul in ömplaints: 


pelled to do, and entreat his pardon for my 


it while he remained at ſo great a diſtancez. 
not thinking it ſafe to truſt a letter of that 


75 in | ſpite f the Count's:endeayours. to detaie 
. vourite woman, 'difburthened” ſome part of 


dteach of v.] but 'conld-not venture to de 


eonſequenee to the poſt. With the utmoſt - 
umpatience I longed for his return, flattering: | 


"ENQUIRY. 


have hated and depiſed me for m 
tude, and for 
| 0 had raiſed me.” 


At length my fatal wiſhes had faceels; Low 
| renzo returned; i to Venice, which I no ſooner 
was informed of, then I ſent my confident 
to him with a letter Which contained ona 


= 


+3 


* * 


1 


ce « To Signior LORENZO. 


1 Ti is needleſs to tell you, that I have per I 
Count Caprera in | poſſeſſion of that 
« title "which" ought only to be yours. 


doubt not but you are already ſufficiently 


$* informed of my ſeeming guilt, but of m my = 
* 


er real innocence you are not, you cannot 


- 9H „de AA of. 


You know not with what ; 
2 : gs 


* ould let me know he had forgiven! my 
_ 4nvoluntary crime; in languiſhments unbe- 
coming the character of a wife, tho' then 1 
thought them innocent, did-I linger out the 
days of his abſence; the Count and my fa- 
ther omitting nothing which they thought 
ht. hang me into a better humour; tho? 
the latter of them, Whenever he was alone, 
did not fail to tell me, that he was nat unac- 
quainted with the motive of my diſguſt, and 
that if bal/ams failed to work, corroſeues hereaf- 
ter ſhould be applied. But neither threats 
nor perſuaſions were of any effect ta make 
me alter my manner of behaviour; and it is 
moſt certain, that had not the Count loved me 
to a very great degree of tenderneſs, he muſt 
ingrati- 
5 of theſtation to which 
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24 THE FRUITLESS 


4 ſeverities I was threatened by a barbarous. 


* and inexorable father, nor can you gueſs 


4 how terrible was the conflict 1 endured 
„ betwixt love and duty; be aſſured, you 
„„ never were dearer than at that moment 
<< when I gave myſelf for ever from you, 


cc nor can the name of Caprera make any 
change in my ſentiments; I am Anziana _ 


40 ſtill, and the lover of Lorenzo. Fate, cru- 


el fate, has diſpoſed my perſon to another, 


s but the better part of me, my ſoul, is ever 
4 yours. Oh! then forgive what it was im- 
<< poſlible to avoid, without being driven to 
c extremities, ſuch as would have made me 
<< deſpair of retaining your afteCtions, the 
<< only thing I ever hoped, the only one I 
4 ever feared yes, you muſt pardon me, muſt 


oy 


<< pity, and. muſt: love me. too; nor can I 


<< think that wiſh a crime againſt him, to 
' <5 whom compulſion, not inclination, gave 
ce my hand; but were it ſo, it is here excuſe-- 


<< ed by the neceſſity. I have been ſo. much 
cc accuſtomed to proofs of your affection, 
ec that they make a part of my life, and when 
< they ceaſe, the other muſt infallibly be at 
cc an end: I believe it not impoſſible to con- 


4 trive a meeting with you; if ſo, I chars 


£6. you, do not fail to come; I am diſtracted 
& till I ſee you, and receive that conſolation 


ein my misfortunes, , which it is in your 


<< power to afford to the unhappy, but not 
5 An 
A 2 * by 71 . ; | 5 . 8 ha! 


1 >... od 2 q 
Rte 75 o 
4 17 4 #2 : fs 18 P. &. Write 


— 


E NQ UI R T. | 3 : 25 


"<P. S. Write to me by the bearer, conſi- 

< (der. opportunities of this kind are now be- 
80 come ſcarce; and if you can think of any 
means to ſee me, more eaſy to be accom- 
ba pliſhed. than I have yet been able to hit 
© upon, communicate them to this faithful 


3 who knows, as well as I, the reſtraint 


labour under, not by the obſervance of a 


| «: ane unt a jealous father. - 
| 11 Adieu, deareſt of nid.” N 


ke 0 af 
1 ought to bluſh, continued Anziana, in re- 


peating to you the contents of this letter, 
which are indeed of ſuch a- nature, as might 


make the leaſt cenſorious believe, I had a 


meaning in them very different from that vir- 

tue I profeſs; but I proteſt to you, with the 
lame ſincerity as. I ſhall anſwer heaven, that I 
Was wholly free from any thought of ill; I 


longed indeed to ſee him, I paſſionately defired 


that he would continue to love me, and how 
far I might have been / prevailed on by that 


deſire and his entreaty, had I been permitted 
to indulge it in frequent converſations with 


him, I. cannot, dare not to anſwer; but fate 
thought it ſufficient -to- make me miſerable ILY 
Without rendering me vicious alſo, and con- 
tented with the ſacrifice I had made of my 

- PER ſuffered me not to reſign. my virtue. 

le received my letter not with the tranſ- 

ports of rage which I expected, and whatever 


diſcontents the news of my marriage had occa- 


| Goned, they were more than balanced by! the 
ener 2 ure 


2 


1 THE FRUITLESS 


f pleaſure he took in the willingneſs I . 
of continuing a correſpondence with him. The 


perfow who 1 ſent to him, was a woman of 


an excellent penstration; and ſhe aſſured me, 
in terms As; plain as the ſtation ſhe wag in 

| would permit her to do to a miſtreſo, that Lo- 
renzo was hot that diſintereſted lover we had 
believed him to be: ſhe forhore, however, to 


expreſs what it was ſhe thought of him, til 


I. had read his letter, the an whereof 
are written in my heart, and never can be 
Hey were in this manner. 


2 8 15 9 * * 1785 
# 4 * #32 4 44 3 


forever abril eaten. 
| HO! Emvight juſtly enough 8 | 
oft your want of faith in: my repeated 
4 affuͤrantes, that no change of eircumſtan- 
4 tes ſhould have the power to alter that in- 
& delible affection I had vowed; yet to prove 
* how much beyond my own I prize your in- 
à tereſt, wiſh you alt the happineſs the mar- 
_ 4 tiage-bed can yield: nor do'T'envy Cap _ 85 
xa the poſſeſſion of your perſ perſon, ce . 
4 ſo tranſportinghy«aſfure me, tat yon A 8 
0 is mins You have — t6- - 
cutter nothing but ſacred truth; if this is % 5 
I ſhouſd be the moſt unreaſoriable and un- 
N TI 2 t rateful of my fex, not to be Highly ſatif- 
ed with my condition; for what may not 
. the ho oy who rules the heart, com- 
: 1 have been talking to your obli- : 
| «6. « ging e andthe thinks:tlhaimn-"/ 
| = * 3 60 * 5 


% = ” ; 


&; 
Fe 


ENQUIR WT 6 
ce poſſible that I might be admitted into your 


* on houſe, late at night, when all the fa- 


9 mily are in bed; you pretending an _—_ 
, poſition, to avoid lying with the Count. 
«. I mention this method, as the moſt ſafe one 
for your reputation; for though, doubtleſs, 
cc either of us would be welcome alone at our 
ce uſual rendezvous; yet as you know they 


c&c are people of a ſcrupulous virtue, and we 


<<. uſed to meet on other terms than now we 
«© can be pms de to do, they might think 
ce the liberty allowed me with Anziana 
“ a fault, if 1 1 dligel with the wife of Count 
_ «© Caprera: it will be juſt the ſame, if ſeen 
4 together in any other place. I ſee no hazard 


ol of diſcovery at your own houſe; but if by 


„% any unexpected means ſuch a misfortune 
« mould arrive, be aſſured of my inviolable 
<< integrity, and that I would ſooner loſe my 
ec life than confeſs I came thither with your 


« < knowledge or had any entertainment from 


you, but ſuch as drove me to deſpair, 5 
„ would have you conſider of it however, 


„ and if you approve of this „ * - 


% me know the time and hour when 


3 hope to ſeize my 2 and triumph Gt 26" 
„ him, who has force mene ene TR 
0 maſter of the, right of „ 33 


„ The ever faithful and © 
8 e devoted | 
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28 THE FRUITLESS 
15 P. S. You: muſt extremely wrong the 


e paſſion you have inſpired, if you believe not 


„ ſhall attend a ſecond mandate with the 
«© extremeſt impatience. Remember that it 
<< is your part, not mine; to pity ; and Fex- 


c pect you to ſhow a bright example, how 
much you dare for love and gratitude.” 


It is impoſſible to expreſs what it was I felt 


at reading this letter; never had I before ex- 


perienced ſuch an aſtoniſhment; ſuch a ſhock. 
What means he, cried J out, as ſoon as I came 


to the concluſion, by Integrity, ſeizing his 


<,.own, and triumphing over him, who by 
«© force is become maſter of his right?” He 


talks as if I had invited him to wrong the 


Count; and had no other notion of continu- 
ing a converſation with him, than to carry on 
a ſhameful intrigue. Heaven] how have 1 
been deceived in the diſpoſition of this man; 
I thought he loved me with ſo pure a flame, 


that ſenſual enjoyment never was thought on 


by him; but now I find his wiſhes had no 


other aim, and flattered by the miſtaken kind- 


neſs of my letter, imagines, there wants on- 


ha 35 Iy an opportunity to gratify them; and be- 5 
lieves I am a ꝓtoſtitute in my nature, and 


that the vileſt paſſion has domin ion over my 


ſoul. I could not, for ſome time, enough 
' compoſe myſelf, to hear what my woman had 
to ſay; but when ſhe ſpoke, it was as I before 


informed you; and intimating, that he expect- 


freedom, 


ed nothing leſs than to poſſeſs me with the ſame 


1 
Sa OO * 


-*ENQUIRKYK - 29 
freedom, as he would have been allowed to 
do, were he in Count Caprera's place, I was 
in the utmoſt rage with myſelf, for having 
written in a manner to give room for ſuch a 
thought: but as my deſigns were wholly in- 

nocent, and meant no more than to convert 
the love we had bore each other, into as ar- 
dent a friendſhip, I was aſhamed to think I 
had ſo much tenderneſs for a man of fo low 
and-'groveling a ſoul, and who now appeared 
to know no more of love than the meaneſt 
part of it, that which the difference of ſex 
excites. I deſpiſed him ſo heartily, that I know 
not if what I felt for him, for ſome moments, 
might not be called loathing :. my woman, 
ever faithful to my intereſt and fame, failed not 
to ſay eyery thing in her power, to heighten this 
diſguſt; fain ſhe would have perſuaded me 
to ſend to him no more; or if I did, to write 
in ſuch a manner as ſhould convince him of 


the error he had been in, and aſhamed ever to 


fee me more. But this advice did not reliſh. 
with me, I ſtill perſiſted in my intention of 


ſeeing him, whatever hazard Iran; I fancied . 


I could make a proſelyte of him; and was 
pleaſed to think, ttow great a glory it would 
e to convert this groſs and footy flame into 
one all pure and elemental. The love of 
ſouls I aimed to inſpire, that ſo we might 
enjoy a noble, diſintereſted, and Platonick 
friendſhip. This, as far e Jong of iv? 


r it 


my own' heart, was my deſign; bow far it 
would have ſucceeded, heaven on! y knows, 
* 5 = # % — 0 
5 # p 2 1 > f | for 


— 
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for I was, in a fatal manner, prevented from 
making the experiment. But to proceed gra- 
dually with my tory, after the conſideration 
of about a week, I writ to him in theſe terms. 


* 3 * 
2 * f7 tz 


2 c To Signior LORENZ 0. > 
* AT 1 anſwered * yours no & 30 Fan 


« Was owing | to the uncertainty I was: 
6c EY in what manner I ſhould do it; and 1 
© know not, if virtue will not be offended, 
40 e I hold any correſpondence with a man, 
% hole deſigns appear to be ſo much the re- 
verſe of thoſe inſpired by her. For heaven's. 
% ſake, what has emboldened you to. ey: . 
£6 from the wife of Count Caprera, what you 
0 never dared to aſk from Anziana? If judging 
chf your innocence by, my own, T deũired 
the continuance of your friendſhip ;, Which 
«of my actions haye given you. cauſe t to 
667 Fad, ſo vile a conſtruction of my meanii 1 
How could you dare ſuſpect me guilty. of a 


<< diſhonourable thought I told you, indeed, 225 


c that I was til] your lover, but i it was with ſuch. - 


find of oye that I x JOU, as an- 
gels p 2 to Med other in the realms. of. WE 
bliſs ; ll pure and intellectual, free fre "> 


3 «alt groſs Jefi res or earthly appetite. :: If... 
% look on the breach of my vow to you as a 
„ crime, which, though enforced, requires 


« my whole life 8 penitence to atone; how a 
e can you think I would voluntarily violate .., 


£8 that] have ma to Count Caprera N 


1 5 
. 
I 


— 


"FN Q VU IR, 31 
« the holy prieſt ? Such love as a chaſte bro- 
<<. ther may to a ſiſter give, I ſhall rejoice to 
« find from you; and ſuch, and no other, 
can I pay to you. If you think this wor- 
<«. thy your acceptance, and that we can con- 
<«. verſe together in ſuch a manner, as to have 
“ nothing to apprehend from our own conſci- 
* ences, we ſhall be the better enabled to con- 
<.-temn what the world may ſay of us, ſhould 
ce our converſation be diſcovered ; tho' not to 
de give occaſion for cenfare; I will contrive 
© to keep as private as poſſible. Send me 
e word, after yo have well examined the 
e nature of your deſires, if you can reſtrain 
ei them within the limits I preſcribe, and you 
* ſhall” ſee with what ſpeed T will meet the 
ee lover. of my ' ſoul, But endeavour not to 
A deceive yourſelf or me ; pretend not to be 
„what you are not, nor imagine I do f6 ; or 
& that T am, or ever will be, one ep | be- 
| le 0275 what honour will permit, F 
g . Hed © Your lover, or . friend, WL 
E XS. + is ANZIAnA.” 6 - 


& the, moment 1 receive them but lay the 
40 contents of this up in your heart; that if 
* vou ſwerve in any point from the injuncti- 
on it lays you under, you may not plead 
6 forgetfulneſs. Adieu, as you perſevere in 
virtue you ſhall continue to be dear'to me. Pa 


1 Bbot that I was, and vain on the power of 


0 P. 5. 3 my ere as I do — 5 N 


TS + 


> 8 perſuaſion, 1 doubted not but this 
3 3 letter 


22 THE FRUITELESS 
letter would make a convertof him, and long- 
ed for my meſſenger's return, which I was per- 
feQly aſſared in my mind would bring me an 
anſwer, ſuch. as I wiſhed; nor was I greatly 
- deceived, he had too much of the artifice of 
| his ſex in him to contradict what I ſaid, till 
| he had an opportunity to benefit bimſelf by i it; 
at leaſt I judge ſo by what L have ſince been 


"WS the atem what he wrote ran thus. 


£ 3 5 


« Wo Be excelent Autan. 5 by 8 


FIETVUE, fair angel, bas many 

branches, nor is chaſtity always the 
« 5 muff ſhining one it bears; e and 
i compaſſion are allowed to be the prime 


% Faces of humanity; and when oppoſed to 


9 e theſe, the other degenerates to a vice. Is 
it to be of a piece with heaven, to — ae 


* 4 the man Who dores vou, to inflict curſes 


« where bleflings are implored, and be cruel 
UN t/a wwretch who throws himſelf upon your 
„ mercy? Oh confider, Anziana; nor = a 
| * too K adherence to one virtue, make 
vou become guilty of injuring ali the others. 

Kees uftice too ou forfeit, ſince you were 
«© mine before you ee Caprera s: how of- 
4 ten, dear perjured beauty i have you called 
de heaven and every faint to witnefs, that you 
| & never would be another s; and if « compelled 


by arbitrary power to falſify thoſe vows, 


< muſt 9%, alſo join in the wrong! You 
. 1 e forced mode arms of the * 
e 


8 reer — es ae 
Ws: 8 8 e 1 N u 


| ENQUIRY. 7 33 

4 but by your own will are only debarred 
„ from mine. I ſollicit you, therefore, not 
e to an act of ſhame, but juſtice: I will, 
* however, inſiſt no farther on this theme 
till I have the bleſſing of your preſence; if 
< what I have then to ſay proves ineffectual, 1 
„ will be dumb for ever on it. On this you may 
4 depend, that I ſhall never have recourſe to 
« violence; and if unable to convince you, 
« that what I aſk is nota crime to grant, 
4 would not receive it on any terms, which 
to reflect on hereafter, might give you diſ- 
« content, or the leaſt ſhadow of remorſe. 
Believe me, that your peace of mind is of 
« infinite more value to me than my own; 
<« and that if it can be preſerved by no other 
means, than relinquiſhing thoſe hopes to 

4% which our contract had given me a pre- 

„ tence, will make a ſacrifice of them, and 

4 confine myſelf hereafter to the bounds you 
„ ſet, however painful or fatal they may 
% prove. You are the miſtreſs of my ſoul; 
all its faculties are at your devotion; 'and 

_ © to be directed by you; diſpoſe therefore as 
you pleaſe of „„ . 

V TLTout ever faithſuln 

& and moſt obedient flave, 


Tho the beginning of this letter gave me | 
ſome uneaſineſs, the latter part of it entirely 


5 * 


diſſipated ĩt; and J reſted affured, that he woul 


be indeed as Conformable to my will as he 
: 4 12 | : C 4 2 Y had | 


— p — . , ., 7 ,,, ALES 


+ THE FRUITLESS: 
had promiſed, and reſolved to give him a 
meeting as ſoon as I could contrive the means. 
I confidered on what he had propoſed, and I 
found nothing in it but what was ſafe enough; 
but the tenderneſs the Count had for me would 
not ſuffer it to ſucceed; for when I feigned an 
indiſpoſition, and deſired to ſleep in my 6wn 
bed, that indulgent huſband would needs quit 
his alſo, and watch by me: but a ſmall time 
reſented me with an opportunity more ample 
than I. could have hoped: - Some diſturbance 
happening among the tenants on our land in 
the country, my father was obliged to go thi- 
ther in perſon; he deſired Count Caprera to 
accompany him, believing his preſence, -who 
in the right of me was to be their future 
lord, might be of ſervice on this occaſion; 
he would not refuſe my father, and thinking 
- the journey might be too great a fatigue to 
me; being then great with child, they de- 
parted, and I was left at full liberty to 2 i 
pleaſed. They had no ſooner left the houſe, 
than L took pen and- be and wrote to ; 
Lorenzo in theſe term. | 


BY NI 
Js SS 
5 
It © 


cc To dipper” LORE * 2 0. 
ei 25 IC een + 17 | 
: HE >long-withed moment is at laſt 
arrived, my father and huſband, 

40 thoſe diligent [obſervers of my every aflidn, 5 
- <5, are both removed; and before they can re- 
de turn, I-ſhall- have many opportunities to 
40 eee have begun. This night, 


Þ., 4 10 — 8 C about 
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_ & about twelve, the family will be all in bed, 
«© all but myſelf and faithful maid, who will 
c attend to admit you. Remember the con- 
c ditions on which I grant this liberty, and 
ec give me no cauſe, as you ſay, hereafter to 
c repent my condeſcention. V ours, 
1 8 ne, $1147. 3-286} 12 3065 ANEIANATY: 
4 P. S. A gentle rap againſt the window- - 
„ ſhutter ſhall be the ſign; take care that 
« there are no paſſengers in the ſtreet when 
„ you make it. Tiff chen, farewell. 
I difpatched my woman with this, with a 
haſte and impatience which was not uſual 
with me; and might therefore have ſerved as 
an omen of its fatality, had I been capable 
of reflecting on it. She diſcharged her truſt 
with her ordinary fidelity, and was returning 
to me with an anſwer, when my father and 
the Count, having met with ſome company 
in the ſtreet, which had delayed their taking 
horſe, were juſt paſſing by the houſe of Lo- 
renzo, that ill- ſtarred moment as ſhe came out 
of it. The former of them knowing well 
who it was that dwelt there, and fired witi 
a jealouſy of the honour of his family, 
catched Hold of her, and bidding her maxe 
no diſturbance, go along with him. The 
terror and ſurprize ſhe was in, would not 
ſuffer her to have preſence enough of mind te 
form any excuſe, if there had been a poſſibi- 
lity of making one for ſuch à viſit; and a 
houſe being near, over the maſter of Wich 
Taz 5 : C 5 ; my 


-S 


ak tia 
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my father had an influence, he thruſt her in; 
my huſband followed, but was too much over- 
2 elmed with wonder to aſł the nee of 
what he ſaw, till my father eafed him of it, 
by calling the poor trembling wench all the 
opprobrious names his fury could invent; 
ſuch as the bawd of her miſtreſs's ſhame, and. 
witneſs. of her diſhonour ; and not doubting 
but ſhe had ſome letter about her, which. 
ſearching for, he immediately found one in, 
her boſom, which contained enough to make 
him imagine himſelf confirmed in the truth of 
what he feared, I have had it too often re- 
peated to be capable of e it; _ | 
words were theſe. 1 N 


« 7 the lovely, and forever beloved Anzrana- X 


0 0 go about to inform you of the rap- 
e tures with which. I received yours, 
0 would be as Vain an endeavour, as it is to 
44 repreſent my impatience for that dear hour, 
I which is to put me in poſſeſſion of a bleffſing 
I have ſo long languiſhed for. Fo think 
«© that I ſhall ſee Anziana again, and be per- 
, mitted to converſe with her as I haye done, 
Co when no curſt ties made her another's right; 
i js ſuch a profuſion, ſuch an extravagance 
& of delight, as is almoſt fatal to me; and I 
e « haye ſcarce breath to ſpeak my thanks. 
„ But our kind confident, who ſees. my tran- 
* ſports, will be better able to make a ey 81 
: « "pl of ** _ * 1 can ſay. De- 4 8 
: ow bed 
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v- nend on every thing, thou ſovereign of my 
* foul, 3 nd wiſh to find in 
„The moſt faithful, and moſt 
V obſequious of mankind, 
nf. d Lens.“ 
This did my father read aloud to the 
Count, and by what I have told you of his. 
Paſſion for me, it is eaſy for you to gueſs into 
what an exceſs of jealous rage it muſt tranſport 
_ him. There was all the room in the world for 7 
kim to believe I was carrying on an intrigue, | 
the moſt diſhonourable that could be; he knew 
not the conditions on which I had conſented to 
admit him; and I cannot, without being guilty 
of partiality, but confeſs that there was a. 
warmth in this letter, which had no affinity 
with a Platonick love. It is difficult to ſay, - 
whether my father or huſband were now moſt 
mcenſed againſt me, nor which formed the 
moſt cruel ſtratagems of revenge on him, by 
whom they imagined themſelves injured and 
affronted; but between them, there was one 
- contrived, which I know not if any age can 
parallel, and I am ſure none can exceed. They 
ordered my woman to be faſt bound, and lock 
ed in an upper room; having firſt, with their 
drawn daggers at her throat, compelled her to 
write a bj let to me, containing theſe lines. 
. To. ANZIANA, Counteſs of CAPRERA.. | , 
K N accident, ſuch as will take up» 
„more time than I can now afford 
e to. relate, takes me from the honour: of. 


| 
| 
0 


0 therefore to let you know, 
letter, you entruſted me with, ſafe into the 


_ atteſted. my innocence, . 
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<<. your ſervice.” It may be long before I en- 
joy the happineſs of kae f, J ſend this 
delivered the 


* hands: of Signior Lorenzo, who cannot 
< enjoy the bleſſing you would; beſtow on 
<« him z this night being, as he ſays, 888 55 


0 attend the iſſue of an affair on which 
life depends. I wiſh you could be able to 
2 forget him entirely, or think on him but 


49 a man unworthy of your favour. I am 
« With all reſpect and. duty, VVV 
2 wot Ladyſhip s 1 
5 N dect Ana Faithful e 

5 LAWBANA-” . 
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ge was to th purpoſe that Ba 3 8 . 
v all the aſſeverations 
ſhe. was capable of making; it appeared evi- 


dent to them, that if I had not already been 


guilty in ſact, I intended to be ſo that Ae . 


and e Ford 8 7 her in the houſe where 


they had firſt carried her, they went to the 
place where their attendants waited with the 


horſes; they ordered them to purſue their jour- 


ney, telling them, they would overtake them 
the next day. 11 b being done, they con- 
cealed themſelves. jn the ſkirts of the town 
where they were not known, till the approach 
of nighr; when, diſguiſed and muffled in their 


2 cloaks, they returned, and waited at the end 
of a back dane, through which they knew 
e nnn to Sai and as ſoon 


—A as. 


as they ſaw him, without giving him the. leaſt 
warning of his fate, plunged both their dag- 
gers in his breaſt, on which he immediately 
fell; the place being extremely private, gave 
them no apprehenſions of any perſon comi 
along, and they tarried by the dead body, til 
ſome men, whom they had ordered at that hour, 
came and joined them, and carried it to the houſe 
of a ſurgeon, who had been brought up in the 
family of Count Caprera, and was entirely at 
his devotion. Revenge not ſatiated even with 
the death of the ſuppoſed offender, this cruel 
huſband and father purſued it farther yet, 
denying. the rites of burial to the lifeleſs 
bones, which they ordered to be clean ſcraped, 
and diſrobed. of all their fleſh, and then ſet 
up in the manner you ſee. For that, oh Mi- 
e ſhe, pointing i the ana- 
tomy, that dreadful ſpectacle was the once gay. 
| 8 e,, 5 
lere the burſting grief broke in a ſecond. 
time on her diſcourſe, and ſhe was compelled 
to give ſome time to it, before ſhe could pro- 
ceed; which at laſt ſne did in theſe words. 
Little was I capable of gueſſing what had 
happened, yet was I ſeized with a ſtrange diſor- 
der at the receipt of Lawrana's billet; and 
when. afterward. I was told by ſome, who lit- 
tle imagined how nearly I was intereſted in the 
news, that Lorenzo was abſconded none knew 
where, I was not without feeling ſome jea - 
lous pangs; it entered into my head, that my 
woman had ſubverted me in his eſteem, and 


— 
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the remonſtrances ſhe had daily given me, 
not to indulge too far the tenderneſs I had 
for him, confirmed me in that opinion. The 
girl 1 was young, well bred, had a great deal 
of wit, and a more than ordinary ſhare of 
N ; and te have them both miſſing at 
the ſame time, 3 a kind of reaſon for this 
eonjecture: the letter ſhe had wrote to me, 
rol from me all ſuſpicion of the truth; 55 
it never once came into my * hts, that 
what had paſſed between us, reached 
either my father, or ry but if 
it had, the letters which received from-them | 
every poſt, would have diſpelled ſuch an ima-' 
gination; both writing to me with a tender- 
nels, which I could not have expected from 
22 them, had I believed they had Wen ſenfible of 
my conduct. It was, it feems, the advice of 
Count Caprera, that they ſhould diſſemble 
with me in this manner, till the time of my de- 
livery, which now drew near, was arrived, 
At their return to Venice, nothing could "io 
wy 112 either of * countenances, which 
ive me cauſe to think ect were diſ- 
0 me, and the indul Er 
pe 7 50 the ſuppoſed infi ity. 
by degrees abated the paſſion I bad | for bim, 5 1 | 
| grow perfectly tranquil and eaſy. in my mind. 
Oh! had T 10 er been undeceived, I had been 
happy; but the hour which was to make 1 me 
| © mother being come, how prodigioully was 
I alarmed, when I faw my huſband and my 
father enter the * W between 


them 


2 SNQV4KYE 4 


them a prieſt, who had formerly been my con- 
feſſor, but had of late been abſent on a foreign 
viſitation: the women being deſired to with- 
draw into another room, he began to talk to 
me of the duties of confeſſion, and the little 
hope there was of finding mercy at the eternal 
judgment-feat for any perſon who left this 
world, without having firſt received abſolu- 
tion from thoſe whoſe buſineſs it was to give 
it, which, as he ſaid, could not be done with- 
- out; revealing all the remembered tranſgreſſions 
of our lives. Vou are now in a condition, 
continued he, which brings death ſo near you, 
| that the eternal dart hangs over your head, 
waiting but the Almighty's word to ftrike you 
to the center. Beware then, that you have not 
yet ſome undiſcovered ſin, which hangs upon 
your conſcience, nor let ſhame, or fear of 
what any mortal power can do, prevail on you 
to hide it. Speak, and be forgiven; or dying 
in ſilence, expect no mercy. He ſaid much 
more to the ſame purpoſe, I being too much I 
diſordered, between pain and wonder, to reply z - 1 
but when; by repeated abjurations, urged to | 
ſpeak, I aſſured him, that I had nothing to re- 
veal, but what I had already confeſſed to him, 
who was my ſpiritual director. But that is 
not ſufficient, cried my father fern 'a vaſt 
eſtate depends on the heir you are about to 
bring into the world, and muſt not be the 
portion of a ſpurious race; anſwer with the ſame 
truth, as you muſt do at that dread tribunal, 
where, perhaps, you may in a few moments 
„5 1 ; 
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Abet if it be to your huſband, Count: Ca- 5 


5 prera, that the production of this yet unborn 
is owing; and if no other man has ever _ 


vailed on the weakneſs of your ſex, in pre} 


6655 of your honour, and your vow: : Re: 
ſurprize 1h 


had been in to what this viſit! tend- 
ed, now gave way to an adequate rage, when 
L found!! it was occaſioned by jealouſy. What * 
cried I, am 1 ſuſpected and . in this cruel: 
manner of a crime, my ſou} abhors ? Ungrate- 
ful man purſued I, turning to the Count, 


ſince thou couldſt think me falſe, believe me 
ſtill ſo nor can I do leſs than inflict the pu- 


niſhment of doubt for ſuch a wrong. So great 


was my fury at that time, that I believe, 


tho my father proteſted the Women ſhould 


not come into my aſſiſt ancetill I had made a 
; more poſitive anſwer: to the queſtion propoſed 
to me, I ſhould ber have choſe death, nave 


have given; the ſatis faction they fequired; if 


ne indereſt of my "child, who they-both. ſwore: i 


ſhould. be an-outcaſt as ſoon as born, had not 
prevailed on me; 3 and I at length gave oath,” 5 
that never had, I yiglded to the -Tites = dove, 


dase ch Ce ndr huſhand.v> hikes } 
they left me, and the women were permittad-. 
YT deere in z but L Was ſo diſurdered with the 


iar de had received, that it very much 
increaſed the he danger of my conditien, and 
my life was deſpaired. of by every body in the 


room; I was, however, at laſt delivered of the 


eldeſt of thoſe ſons you: ſee here. But never 


| ar arte dah inſtead of the Ne 


ns ä ; Congra- 


N Nur Nr ws. 


congratulations I expected from a father and 
a huſband, and thoſe obliging tenderneſſes, 


for which women chearfully go through that 


dreadful moment, mine regarded me but with 


ftrowns, and ſullen diſcontent, civil to me 
but when other company was preſent. It is 


certain, that whatever people may pretend, 
grief without the aſſiſtance of ſome other diſ- 
eaſe will never kill; it may by degrees con- 


ſume the ſpirits, and decay the body, but not 
deſtroy it immediately, elſe had not I ſurvived 
the treatment I then endured ; much leſs that 


vrhich ſoon after was my lot. The Count, 


who to that ſpirit of revenge, which is natu- 


ral to the Italians in general, had a more than 


ordinary ſhare of it in his compoſition; and 
tho' he was now pretty well convinced I had 
not wronged him in fact, was certain in his 


own mind, that I had done ſo in intention, and 
that the other alſo had not been wanting, had 


it not been prevented by the death of Lorenzo; 


it was not in his power to infliẽt more on him. 
1 muſt be the next, therefore, that felt the force 


of his indignation; and tho the condition 1 
had been in, had till now prevented him from 
letting it looſe upon me, now was the time 


to vent the long pent- up paſſion of his ſtrug · 


gling ſoul, and ſhew me that all the love he. 


had borne me, was not ſufficient, to combat 


with the dictates of his more prevailing re- 


ſentment. I was ſcarce able to go out of my 
chamber, when he told me, he had a ſpecta- 
cle to preſent me with, which had formerly 


. 


afforded 


„ 
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- afforded me much ſatisfaction. And taking 


mee by the hand, led me to this cloſet, where 


he. had ordered the bones of the unfortunate 
Lorenzo to be placed as they ſtill remain, tho 
I had no more than an indiſtinct gueſs at the 
dreadful truth; yet an object ſo aſtoniſhing, 
ſo ſhocking, had almoſt deprived me of my 


ſenſes, before I knew the cauſes I had for Fi 


grief. But when he related the ſtory, and 
with a barbarous pleaſure dwelt on the cruel 
triumph he had gained, my ſpirits, weakened 
with pain and inward diſcontent, were grown 
too weak to ſuſtain a diſcovery fo alarming, 
and I fell motionleſs at the feet of this vindic- 
tive huſband. He made uſe. of his utmoſt 
"endeavours, indeed, to recover me; but when 
he had, what exclamations did I not utter? 
What did I not ſay of u a yes and reproachs 
ful? How did now all my former tenderneſs 

ſor Lorenzo return, and with what an extremr- 

ty of deteſtation look upon his murderers ? 
The names of father and huſband were too 


E722 Hale to awe the preſent fury of my ſoul. A 


thouſand times 1 cried out to them to com- 

leat their cruelty „ and ſend me to my dear 
orenzo; nay, 7 75 but with the greateſt care 
| — Glide, prevented from- giving myſelf 
that death, Which they denied me. The vio» 
lence of my paſſion, I think, abated that of the 
Counts, 45 he began to treat me with more 
mildneſs; and at laſt, to endeavour, by all the 
ways he could invent, to alleviate my diſcon- 

wealth, but E refuſed to liſten to any * 


=P 
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ſaid 3 and one time, when he was more than 
- ordinarily aſſiduous about me, Iflung from him, 
and throwing, myſelf on the floor, made a ſo- 
lemn vow, that ſince he had brought Lorenzo 
to me, tho not in a condition to know, or 


to reward my conſtancy, no day of my en- 


ſuing life fhould paſs, without ſome part of 


- it being ſpent with him. For many months 


did I refuſe either to ſleep or eat with the 
Count, who I never called by any other title, 
than that of murderer, ruffian, and baſe aſ- 


ſaſſin 3 but paſſions which rage with that vio -k 


lence mine did, are ſeldom of long continu- 
ance..; The tenderneſs he now reſumed for 
x the - penitence he now expreſt for what 
the impatience of his, jealouſy had made him 
act, at length won me to forgive him, and en- 
deavour to compoſe myſelf. It is now ten 
yu ſinee this affair happened, and time, as it 
ecays all things, has deprived my griefs of 
their former poignancy. In compliance with 


my vom, however, I devote an hour every: - 


day to the memory of Lorenzo, in this receſs, 
vchich is the repoſi 
mains of him. Lawrana was, ſome time after 
the diſdovery, releaſed of her confinement, 
and permitted to attend me as formerly: ſhe is 

very often my companion in this ſad employ- 
ment, and we join the mournful accents of 
our ſighs for poor Lorenzo's fate. The deco- 
rum of the world, the love I bear my chil- 
| dren, whoſe intereſt it is I ſhould live well 
with their father, obliges me to feign a for- 


Ane 


tory of all that now re- 
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getfulneſs, as much as poſſible, of what is paſt, 

and the real tenderneſs which I believe he now 
again feels for me, makes him omit nothing 
which may induce me to return it. Thus is the 
ſeeret of our misfortune concealed from all 

who know us, you are the only perſon intruf- 
ted with it, and I depend wholly" on your ho- 


nour for the preſerving it. 


Here ſhè ceaſed, and the other, after Afuliag 
her that ſhe never would reveal one f yllable 


of what ſhe had faid; told her, ſhe was ama 


zed how ſhe could wear a look of ſo much 
ſerenity, when it could not be, but that her 


deart muſt be all confuſion and diſorder. 


Cuſtom, replied ſhe, renders all things eaſy, 
even diflimulation, to which my nature was 


ever moſt averſe, by a long habititude I am now 


perfect in; 40 beſides; it is no inconfider- 


ed of prckent "ee anguiſh by 
the ber it in tears, and in complain- 


ings here, has ſomething of an unaffected 


chearfulneſs when I forſake this ſcene of hor- 
ror. You ſee, therefore, Miramillia, that there 
are woes in the world, of à nature infinitely 
ſuperior to thoſe you labour under, and yet _ 
undiſcovered eveniby the moſt prying eyes. 
They had ſome farther n e ; 
heads: after which 'the:forrdwful; mother took 
her leave, being well convinced it was not 
from Anziana that ſne could hope to retrieve. 
her ne W turn to her o-] n ha- 

. N : 555 OE bitation, 
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bitation, ſhe ſet herſelf to think whom ſhe 
ſhould next addreſs: and in a moment run- 
ning through the whole claſs of her acquain- 
tance, ſhe bethought her of a lady, who had 
been married very young to a gentleman ſhe 
onately loved, and was as much beloved by 


him; but his relations bein 
match, had contrived by 4 | 


incenſed at the 
atagem to ſend. 


him beyond, ſea, to a place where he could 


neither write to her, nor receive any letters 


from her. They were ſeparated for many 

years, but the perſon who had occaſioned it 
being called to anſwer in another world for 
the cruelty and injuſtice he had been guilty 
of in this, the bridegroom was at laſt return 
ed to the longing arms of his faithful wife. 
The joy of ſuch à meeting, joined to an af- 
fluence of fortune, ſeemed to promiſe Miramil- 
lia, what ſhe had been diſappointed of i in An- 


Ziana; and AS 


ſhe had been;extremely i intimate 


with her, and had comforted her in her afflicti- 
ons, ſhe doubted not, but ſhe would be as ready 
to receive her now in this 1 n reverſe of 


her fate: ſhe, therefore, made all ir 
haſte to her houſe to wiſh her joy, an 


ginable 
to let 


her know the e believed was in ber 


power to render hęgr. 


She was not deceived in 00 . Pert of {ag 


conj 


the 


jecture; Iſeria, for that was the name of _ 
lady ſhe went to viſit, embraced her, and 


| ſeemed infinitely obliged to her, that ſhe added 
to the number * thoſe, who came to congra- 
e hen ROSH ee turn in hex affairs. 


. 
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Some time was taken up in diſcourſes on TR 
75 — matters; but Miramillia, being full of 
the buſineſs which had brought her thither, en- 
treated to ſpeak to her in private. On wich, ; 
the other taking her by the hand, led her into 
à fine garden, at the upper end of which Was 
à grotto; which entering, as ſoon as they | 
were ſeated, the forrowful mother began ber . 
ſtory,” and repeated the words of the for- 
tuije-teller; begged the would make a trial of 
his truth, by undertaking this little piece of 
work; for which; ſhe to} her, the could not 
: doubt of her being qualified, fince ſhe had, in 
her dear huſband, all that ſhe had ever wiſhed 
to be poſſeſt of. She had no ſooner concluded 
theſe er than the other gave ſo deep a 
ſigh, that the grieved Miramillia, before he 
| ſpoke, was more than half convinced, her ſearch a 
—_—.- was not here to end. It is a fault, anſwered 
Ieeia, to wriſn with too much ardency, which 
beaven ſometimes puniſhes with the utmoſt" 
=_ ſeverity.” cannot fay, but thatT have found 
more mercy, and that 1 8 call m yielf. 
FF  unhap py;4white T — 4 A the ſociety of m mp dear 
= - -. Montane: my | oved;/ and ever loving 
F © Huſband; yet ere inst A perfor in he | 
—_ world leſs fit to be employed in you 
= perth 3 = f. But leſt you ſhould 
ſuſpe mid ip, 1 wil give you pro 
=. :- of it, * * intended none ever ſhould' re. 
cCeive from me, that of revealing to you the 
= truth of n 3 2 2 2 Sw : 
BK leave yourſelf to judge, my hands the 
=. : cke * * can 2 be 
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FE The other, making 1 no other reply to 


theſe words than a low bow, in token that ſhe 
would take it as a favour, the began the narra- 


5 r hs Aa jan wag in this manner. 


2 be Hi fry of MonTRAno and ISERIA. 


O know, ſaid ſhe, that the paſſion with? 
Ss Y which Montrano and myſelf. were mutu- 


age, without obtaining the conſent of Poluſi- 
no, the uncle of Montrano, and from whom 
alone he had any dependance; his father ha- 
ving waſted the beſt part of the eſtate which 
was to deſcend to him on a courtezan, of 
whom he was ſo fond, that he quitted one of 
the beſt of wives in the world, and lived 
wholly with ber. Poluſino, however, had a very 
plentiful fortune, and having no children of 
bis own, he declared to every body, that the 
young Montrano ſhould be his heir: I, on the 
other hand, had but a ſmall dowry, and that 
too in hands, whence I could not eaſily call 
it out; nothing therefore could be more un- 
adviſed, than or two people in ſuch circum- 


ſtances to join in marriage: but love is deaf 


to reaſon; the ſum of our deſires being the 
enjoyment of each other, we looked on all 
the misfortunes, which goa, ariſe from ſuch - 


a union, as nothing worthy our regard: we 1 


took all imaginable care, however, to con- 


—2 


— 


inſpired, burried us to a private marri- 


ceal ent we 2221 done from the „ i 


— 
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1 THE FRUITLESS | 
of Poluſino; but our caution was ineffectual, 
be Was informed of it immediately; and ſcarce 
two hours had we'-been in bed, before he 
broke into the houſe where we lay, with a 
rear number of armed men; who forcing 
ontrano to riſe, tore him from my trembling 
arms, and bearing him away, left me in a 
ſwoon, which had like to have been fatal 
to me; for the people of the houſe, ſurpriſed 
at what had happened, came not into the 3 
ber for a conſiderable time; but when they 
did, they found me on the floor, naked, 
cold, and in all appearance dead: they 
applied things proper forymy recovery, how- 
ever, in caſe there were any remains of life 
left in me, which, together with the natural 
ſtrength of my conſtitution, at laſt brought me 
to myſelf, contrary to the expeRation of all 
about me. I will not prolong the time by a 
....  - tedious repetition of the exclamations I made; 
; you may believe they were exceflive, and pro- 
„ to the greatneſs of my misfortune. 
how infinitely more wretched, even than 
what I feared, did 1 find myſelf, when the 
next morning, by break of. day, I ſent in 
ſearch of him, and heard, that the next mo- 
om that in which he was raviſhed 1 
embraces, he was ſent on board 2 veſſel, 
W e . ready to ſet ſail, and was 
e to ſome e the Indies; but lads” 
I could not by any perſon be reſolved. The 
years of fruitleſs KA! works which I waſted 
. or ä ; 
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ef him, are well known to you, who ſo ge- 
neroully. vifited me in that diftreſs, and omit- 
ted no tender office of friendſhip to alleviate 
my. ſorrows. Seven times had the increa- 


ſing ſun cheared the glad huſbandman and 


bleſt the fields, while all was winter, and 
the gloom of night in my ſad mind. Poluſi- 
no, in this time, died, bequeathing his whole 
fortune to Montrano, if ever he could be heard 
of; which clauſe gave a vaſt addition to my 
griefs, ſince till that time I had believed he 
had not been ignorant where it was he remain 
ed, I now not doubted but that he was dead; 
men are inconftant, variable in their incli- 
nations as the ever-changing wind, ſaid I 
to myſelf; but thö' another object taking 
poſſeſſion of his heart, he might forget his 
ſuffering wife, the conſideration of his. inte- 


reſt would not permit him to be remiſs in his 


duty to his uncle. No, no, would I cry 
out, he is not falſe, eternal truth, and ever- 
grateful fondneſs, have on earth no being, 
but in his mind. But he is dead, he is dead; 
and it is a prophanation of his memory, to 
harbour even a thought, to the diſadvantage 
of his honpur or his love. I now looked on 
myſelf as a widow, wore the habit of one, 
and endured; perhaps, more real anguiſh in 


my heatt, than the moſt truly - diſconſolate 


one ever had the capacity of feeling, or than 
tue moſt artful one had diſümulation endugh 


t affect. Even time relieved not my af- 
fiction, my griefs ſeemed rather ſtrengthened 


by 


© THE-FRUPTEDSS:- 
by age; and the more I reflected on the me- 
rits of Montrano, the more I became incon- 


ſolable for his loſs. I believe you are not 


inſenſible, that every body believing, as 1 


did, that he was dead, I had many who 
addreſſed me for marriage; ſome of their 


offers appeared too advantageous to be re- 


fuſed, and I was daily preſt by my friends 
to pitch on one of them; but all my no- 


tions of love were dead, when I thought 


Montrano ſo, and reſolving to devote my fu- 
ture days entirely to his memory, as a grief [ | 


thought moſt juſt; I made a ſolemn vow to con- 
tinue.as I was; but that not being effectual 


to eaſe me of their importunities, it was my 
deſign to retire to a monaſtery, and was ſet- 
ling my little affairs that I might do ſo, 
without having any incumbrance from the 
world upon me when Montrano returned. 1 
had a maid, who had lived with me from the 
time that dear youth had firſt made his ad- 
dreſſes to me; and as I was fitting: one day, 
kreading in my cloſet, ſhe came running to me, 
with all the marks of the moſt ſtrong amaze- 
ment written on her countenance. Iwo gen- 
tlemen, faid the, wich an accent which ſeemed; 
to heſitate with terror, entreat to ſpeak with: 


you; one muſt be my Lord Montrano, or bis: 


ape and air, only more thin and dej 


It is certain, that this poor girl verily be- 
lieved ſhe had ſeen a ſpirit, for never did I 


2 {+ — 


behold a creature in ſuch diſorder; but I had 


| : he has his eyes, his mouth, peed | 
Let © 


4 
FA 
A. | 
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no leiſur e to think on. the occaſion of it, when 


he entered the cloſet; gueſling at the ſurprize 
J ſhould be in, and having not patience to 


wait till it ſhould permit me to come down. 
Iſerial my dear Iſeria] cried he, am I again 


ſo bleſt to ſee you? and with theſe words 
ſnatching me to his breaſt, prevented my fal- 


ling on the floor, as I was ready to do, over- 
come with an exceſs of joy and wonder. 
This abſence of mind laſted, however, but 


for a moment, and I again awoke to ſenſe, 
to thought, and rapture. Impoſſible, would 
it be, as well as impertinent, to repeat to you 


the welcomes I gave him, or the ſoftneſs of 
his reiterated endearments; there are a thou- 
ſand little incoherencies in the talk of lovers, 


which delight beyond expreſſion, yet will be 
ridiculous when reported afterwards. The 
accent, the manner, is infinitely more elo- 
quent than the words; and tho Love is fre- 


quently obliged to Wit to make himſelf be 
known; yet Wit more often is glad to have 


recourſe to the ſoft follies of Love, to make 


himſelf rewarded. Our mutual tranſports © 


would not permit me immediately to perceive 


there | was a ſtrange gentleman in the rom; | 


but when I did, the confuſion I was in for 
: having ſo long neglected him, made me SX 


tremely bluſh ; and the more I aimed to apo» 


HE logize for it, the more L found myſelf at A 
loſs how to do it: but Montrano ; gueſſing at 
| ee relieved me; and with an admi- 


nule addreſs excuſed me to his friend, who T 
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foon perceived was a man of excellent good . 
ſenſe and breeding; he made me, in his turn, 
2 great many fine compliments, with which 
he artfully mingled ſome praiſes of Montrano. 
When heaven, ſaid he, formed a pair compleat 
like Montrano and the beautiful Iſeria, it cer- 
tainly intended them as happy as they are de- 
ſerving to be ſo. It is, therefore, enough to 
make us call Omnipotence in queſtion, and 
_ aſcribe too great a power to the infernal po- 
tentate, if any misfortune fnould arrive which 
might deſtroy their peace: I ſhould have taken 
theſe words as mere gallantry, and regarded 
them no farther, if I had not ſeen the face of 
Montrano covered with a ſcarlet bluſh, which 
was in a momefit ſucceeded by a deadly pale- 
. neſs: and ſoon a rifing tide overwhelmed his 
down-caſt-eyes, with difficulty reſtrained from 
foreing a paſſage hence, and guſhing out in 
tears. You may believe fo ſtrange a change 
from all the ſymptoms of the exceſs of Joy 
to thoſe. of grief, which now I obſerved in 


aim, filled me with the moſt fhocking ſurprize; 5 


=u reſolving to conceal it as much as poſſi- 
le. The misfortunes which threatened us 
with laſting woe, rephed I, are now, I hope, 
blown over, and all our days to come are 
harmonp and peace. At leaſt, continued J, 
muſt de ſo, if Montrano feels as ſineere a 
l natisfaction in our re- union as Iſeria does. a 
+ I fixed my eyes on his face intently,” as I 
ſpoke theſe words, and found ſo mui Con- 


Es un; 6 in my e 
; | ſome- 
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fomething extraordinary had happened, which 
I ſhould know too ſoon; but what I could not 
be aſſured. A thouſand apprehenſions, all at 
once, came croſs my thoughts, which, tho* 
IJ. was impatient to diſcover the truth of, 1 155 
feared to aſk; the diſorder in my ſoul was | 
too viſible in my countenance, for both Mon- 
zrano and his friend not to perceive it; on 
which the former, aſſuming an air as much 
compoſed as poſſible, conſidering. the various 
' agitations with which he, doubtleſs, at that 
moment was poſſeſt, and turning to the ſtran- 
ger, My dear Alceſtus, ſaid he, Iſeria is yet 
ignorant of the reaſons which, till now, pre- 
vented me from letting her know ſhe had a 
Eving huſband: I entreat you will relate 
them to her, omitting no occurrence, which 
either you have been an eye- witneſs of, or have | 
heard from my repetition, I will, in the mean 
time, indulge reflection in yonder gardens, 
and pay my thanks to the mighty diſpoſer 
of all things, that I am permitted once more 
to ſee this treaſure of my ſoul; and that I 
find her in perfect health, and not forgetful 
of her ever faithful Montrano.. He concluded 
ttheſe words with embracing me in fo tender 
a2 manner, as entirely diſſipated all the imagi- 
nations 1 bad lately conceived to the preſu- 
dice of his conſtancy: I entreated * Ns 
Waile his friend gave me the hiſtory of his 
adventures, or that he would let me know“ 
5 from * eee but he ſo earneſt- 
_ by begged, I would allow him the liberty he 
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daeſired, that J at laſt forbore to preſs him con- 


trary to his inclinations; and as ſoon as he 


had left the room, Alceſtus began to execute 
his commands in theſe wr. 

A perſon; ſaid he, who was indlebted to 

my father for a conſiderable ſum, having re- 

moved himſelf and his effects to Ceylon, one of 


the Aſiatick Iſlands, I was obliged to go there; 
_  *the governor of the fort, being a particular 


friend of our family, we judged he would 

have intereſt enough with the Dutch factory 
there, to compel the villain to do-us juſtice: 
I embarked in the ſame ſhip, on which Mon- 
trano, at the dead of night, was forced om board: 

we began an intimacy there, which I hope 


will end not but with our lives; he related -- 


to me the hiſtory of his paſſion for you, his 


marriage, and that that was the reaſon of his 


being ſent to Ceylon, where one, who had 
been formerly a ſervant to his uncle, lived 


now in great repute ; having had the good 


fortune to pleaſe the widow of a Dutch 
1 85 merchant, who made him her huſband, and 
put bim in poſſeſſion of all her effects; 


Which was very'confiderable, With this per- 


fon, he ted mie, he was to tarry till command- 
eck back by his uncle, which he expected would 
; not be foon: he concluded his narration 


With thoſe praiſes of you, which your beauty 
88 merits, and a thouſand vows. of an eternal 
8 


fidelity. Tho' I was extremely troubled at 


8 his misfortune, a little motive of ſelf-intereſt 


nude me Bec that J had ſo agreeable a 
HOON 45 N 3 | companion 
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, companion in my voyage, and the time I 
3 was to remain at Ceylon; but to alleviate his 
« melancholy, I gave him my promiſe, and 
a indeed ſpoke no more than IJ deſign'd, that 1 
would uſe the utmoſt of my» endeavours at 
my return, and to oblige my father to do the 
ſame, to prevail on his uncle to recall him: 
but heaven was pleaſed to diſappoint the 
deſigns of us all. After having ſailed with a 
fair wind and proſperous gale, till we came 
within a few leagues of our intended port, a 
ſtorm aroſe as violent as it was ſudden; we 
loſt all our maſts, the boltſprit was ſplit in 
two; and after being toſt to and fro for ſe- 
veral hours, at the pleaſure of the waves, a great 
ſea came in, and drove us on a little iſland 
belonging to the Maldives, called Ekber, ſnort 
of Ceylon about ſeven leagues; it was with 
i fat difficulty we got on ſhore, all thoſa 
h 


ittle ſpots of earth being encompaſſed with 
huge craggy rocks, and the ſavage inhabitants 
- ſo unſkilful- in every thing that can be called 
an art, that their harbours are little better 
than ſo many whirl-pools. With an infinite 
deal of toil and care, however, we at laſt 
got our long- boat in, which landing a fer 
men at a time, returned for the reſt; but the 
Captain, chief mate, and five mariners, 
ſtaying till the laſt, a ſudden hurricane riſing 
in a moment, were all loſt by the veſſel's ſplit- 
ting, as was great part of the cargo; thè reſt 
lodged on the rocks, whence they were after- 
wards brought away by the inhabitants of this 
SOL... 2 oo I 4: TAG. 
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barbarous. place. We. ſoon found, that tho* 
we had eſcaped the ſea, we were not free 
from dangers as formidable as that could 
threaten. We had no ſooner gained the ſhore, 
than being deſcried by two or three of the na- 
tives, who ſending. forth a loud they ran 
up farther into the country, & before we 

could well reſolye in what manner we 
ſhould behave among a people, who we. ealily . 

perceived to bei wholly: uncivilized, we faw 

near a hundred of them coming towards us; 
ſome armed: with great branches torn off the 
trees, ſome with axes, and a few with bows 
and arrows: we now repented that we had 
taken no care to bring our guns from on 
board, but on ſecond thoughts had rather 
reaſon: to xcjoice.z for 'tho*. we could have 


made a pretty good defence againſt this little 


troop, they would: certainly haue fallen on 
us in greater.numbers, and over-pomered-by 
them, at laſt been provoked to have 2 us 
_ worſe treatment; we therefore: op 0 
arms, and preſented to them our naked — | 
in token of ſubmiſſion; on which they ſeemed 
to receive us kindly, but drawing round us 
in à circle, conducted us, ballooing ang 
ſhouting all the way they went, till we dame 
to a place, which, as we found afterwards, 
was a kind of marhet, where ſlaves, ſuch as 
we were now Wedge, neee 
the beſt bidder 
An this iſtand, and it Same jn moſt of the ; 
| others _——_— ways - thers is a 


ſort 


fort of Incas or ki 


| ng, but all tributary and 
acknowledging an obedience to one ſove- 


reign of all, who reſides in Male, the chief 
of the. iſlands, and tiles himſelf the empe-- 


ror of thirteen: provinces, and of a thouſand: 


a god. Fhere was at this time a: perſon: 
in Ekber employed by him to buy. ſlaves, 


next day after we came, we were expoſed: 
to ſale; myſelf, with two of our mariners,. 


were Choſen for this mighty. fovereign, but 


Montrano was the purchaſe of the Incas of Al- 
ſnore, who had ſent a meſſenger thither alſo. 
an. the ſame errand. The reaſon. that the 
great market was generally kept at Ekben,. 


was not only becauſe: it was the largeſt of 


all the iſlands, but likewiſe, that, lying at a 


85 more conſiderable diſtance from any of the 


* 


ro, than they did from one another, and: 
more in the main ſea, there was a greater pro- 


bability of unhappy perſons, diſtreſſed by wea- 


jſtands. He has a great number of ſlaves, 
and when he comes abroad, is worſhipped. as: 


taking refuge there than in the others. 


ther, 
| pokes it a very great addition to my miſ- 


furtunes, that L was to be ſeparated from Mon 


trano; and I believe he ſpoke no more than 

the truth, when he after wards aſſured me it was 

ſ ta him. Iwill not trouble you with what 

befel myſelf in a five- years ſervitude among 

theſe barbarous wretches; the charms of Mon- 
trano gained him, for ſome time, a milder fate. 
He had been employed in the vile offices, for 

c +» TO which! 
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which he was bought, not many days, before, 
as he was working in the garden of the Incas, 
' a piece of paper, folded like a letter, fell at 
his feet; he took it up, and found it directed, 
in the Italian language, To the accompliſh- 
„ ed ſlave; and ſeeing no perſon near him, 
he conclided, it muſt be-thrown from ſome 
of the palace- windows. The oddneſs of the ad- 
venture at firſt gave him an infinite ſurprize, 
but curioſity, at length, getting the better of 
it, he unfolded the letter, in which he found 
a great jewel; rich, but ill ſet, according to 
the manner of ſo unpolite a country. But the 
value of this preſent was no ways conſiderable, 
when compared with the knowledge, that there 
was a perſon among theſe Pagans, cas 
there was a probability he might converſe; 
caſting his eyes therefore haſtily over the Tet- | | 
ter, ha found it ere 23. 955 e lines. 2 LH: 


«\ 0 ME enclewetiond which I wigs: - 
0 you make the other day, informed me 
* or you are my country=man ; your air 
and mien. demonſtrate you'not to be of the- 
inferior rank: of men; I ſhould be glad — | 
_ entertain you in a manner becoming | 
rank, but dare not make a publick 
of the regard I have for you, leſt it mould 
be fatal to us both, but wil] ſoon contrive 
a Way to leſſen the hardſhips you endure; 
s jn the mean time, deſire you will not = 
to de in the grove of oranges, behind the 
* ee rr this M7 at twelve 
'L e Clock. 


. « : 3 * 
th £ = ; 
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4 There was no name at the bottom, Hoe - 
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Clock. Burn this billet, and take care 
„to conceal the diamond which I incloſed in 
6c. jt, more to give it weight, than that I 
6. thought ſuch a trifle worthy the notice of a. 
&. man I am reſolved to favour “. 


£ 


was it in his power to form any conjectures» 
to whom it was he was ſo much obliged; it is 


* needleſs therefore to ſay he longed, with the 
utmoſt. impatience, for the hour in which he 


hoped to have this riddle ſolved; you muſtt 
believe, that in the circumſtance of being a 


fave among the moſt barbarous people in the 


world, condemned to offices with which he 


was no way aequainted, and for want of un- 


derſtanding the language in which he was 


eommanded, little able to comprehend his“ 


maſter's meaning, was but by ſtripes made 
to diſcover their otherwiſe unintelligible di- 
rections; languiſhing his nights, painful his 


days; and what doubled the miſery of both 
was the belief, that his ſervice was eternal; 
that the whole remainder of his life muſt be 
paſſed among thoſe wretched' ſavages, for ever 
debarred from all ſocial converſation, his- 


friends, his country, and his more dear Iſeria. 
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You. muſt, I ſay, believe, madam, that in ſuch 


a. ſtate, it was no inconſiderable conſolation 
ts think there was a perſon of his own coun- 


try who pitied him, and ſeemed to have 


bY ; i Ad, - a 
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At laſt the expected moment came; he at- 


| tended at the appointed place, and had not 
waited long before he ſaw by the light of the 


moon, which at that time ſhone exceeding 
bright, an old woman, whom he had: often 
beheld at a diſtance in the palace, and knew 
to be an attendant on the wife of the Incas: 
He töld me that he was ſo much ſurprized at 
the ſight of her, that he knew not how to re- 


ceive her with that ceremony, which the ſta- 


tion ſhe was in ſeemed to require, as 
the chief favourite of the greateſt woman in 
the ifland; She perceived the diſorder he was 
in, and approaching him with a ſmile, I am 
afraid, ſaid ſhe, in Italian, that the appearance 
of an old woman may have put a damp to 
thoſe glorious hopes the letter you received! = 
muſt certainly have inſpired you with; but 
E dare fwear, you have too much underſtand- 
ing not to know, that our good. genius does 
not always appear to us in the moſt enn : 
ſhape. However diſagreeable my form ma 
ſeem, I bring you tidings- which may exc 

my age and wrinkles. The wife of the. Wass 
of Alſnore, as well 3 is of you 5 
try, both born and er bis 
har inclinations being e more 
than was conſiſtent with: the cuſtoms of oy | 
republick, ſhe was ſont to Bruſſels, ena | 
ſhe had: ſome relations, in order to be made 
a recluſe; E Was oidered to attend her to that 
place, but in du way we happened to meet 


_ with a Dutch M1 _ Cds captivaged- F 
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1 — by you, ſhe hæard you lament your 
. e e deaths in terms, 


Nei. 63 
with the charms of Elphania, for S 


my miſtreſs called, prevailed on her to ac- 


company him to Holland: we lived with him 


ſome time, but the inconſtancy, natural to 


mankind, rendering her unhappy in the loſs 


of him, we were reduced to very great hard- 


ſhips, which compelled us to do — 


ers to the laws; we were ſent to 


expiate, by an eternal ſtavery, a | 
= AG nothing but: neceſſity could Sethe | 


made us guilty of. Being — to ſale in 
the: market place, ſome perſons. belonging to 


this Incas: bought us for his ſervice z but 


we had no: fooner arrived here, and were 


| ; brought into his preſence, than he fell fa 


nately in love with Elphania, that from 
2: flave he raiſed: her to his bed and throne + - 


5 with: this condition only,. that ſhe ſhould re- 
nounce the chriſtian faith, which ſhe. did; 
and is now the moſt favoured and beſt- beloved 


of any of his queens; tho* he has ſome of: 
ae to, his a. a Fhis, continued 


ſhe; is the 2 of our hiſtory before your 


arrival; but fince you appeared, my 


royal; 
miſtreſs has been no more herſelf, all her 


days and nights. have been taken up with; 

_ contemplating in her mind, the perfecti- 
ons of her lovely ſlave; but that paſſion, 
; which. the 3 r Inſpired, was extreme 


en happening to be in a 
_ in the: garden the other day, 


ly he 


ſhe 4 2 * 
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me ſaid, the moſt tender and moving, that 
tongue ever uttered. She was, however, ex- 

tremely pleaſed to find you were an Italian; 
and her thoughts, which had till then been 
divided, if ſhe ſhould make you acquainted 


with the tenderneſs ſhe had for you or not, 


were now wholly determined to do it the firſt 
opportunity. It is charity, ſaid ſhe to me; 
it is that natural inſtin& which prompts us to 
bave a pity for: thoſe of our own country, 
as well as love, which now obliges me to 


eeaſe the ſufferings: of this lovely ſſave; nor 


can I, will I, ought I to ſee him languiſh un- 


der miſeries to which I am certain he is a 
ſtranger, and cannot long ſupport. She had 


no ſooner formed this reſolution, than ſhe 
Vrote the billet, and plucking a diamond off 
her breaſt, and folding it in it, that ſhe might 
be able to hurl it at a greater diſtance than the 
it light directly at your feet; at Which we 
ſhut the window immediately, leſt, in the hur- 


xy of furprize and joy, you might have ap- 


LF 


proached more near than was convenient, 


perpetually. attending. This is the intelli- 
gence I bring you, ſir; purſued ſhe, which 
if you receive not with the extremeſt plea- 
ſure, you are not only ungrateful, but alſo- 
preverſe; blind to your own intereſt, and 
deſerving of the misfortunes you have already 
fallen under, and thoſe which may enſue. from- 
* | 55 „ trano 
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trano aſſured me, in relating this part of his 
ſtory, that he never in his whole life had 
been capable of feeling ſo much ſcorn 
and deteſtation as at that minute, the name 
of wife to the Incas could not inſpire him 
with ſuch reſpect, as to take off his con- 
tempt for that of a tranſported felon, in 
which circumſtance he found this queen 
had been brought to Ceylon; he had his heart 
already too much devoted to his beloved 
Iſeria, for any other charms to work the 
leaſt effect. Thoſe of this queen, tho ſhe had 
been the greateſt beauty nature ever found, 
would not have been able to have compenſa- 
ted for the deformities of her mind. Scarce 
could he regard the old beldame, who came 
from her with patience; he had, however, 
prefence enough of mind to reflect on the 
danger of diſobliging her, but never, ſaid he, 
e through a greater or more difficult 
taſk, than that of affecting a ſatisfaction at 
the news ſhe brought; he did it, notwithſtand- 
ng his reluctance in. ſuch a manner as paſ- 
ſed for truth, and the amorous Elphania, not 
doubting by what her confederate informed 
her, but that he was as ſuſceptible of her 
favours as ſhe wiſhed him, prevailed on her 
+ _ doating huſband to give her leave to retire 
to a little palace they had farther in the heart 
of the country; ſhe pretended that the air had 
been prejudicial to her health, and for the re- 
cCovery of it, he willingly conſented ſhe ſhould. 
be for a little time removed. She had the 
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3 eren what ſlaves ſhe pleaſed: to 
her, an 


Mntrano,. for whoſe ſake all. 
this was . was the firſt ſingled out; as for 


- the reſt, they were either ſuch. whoſe fidelity 


ſue oui depend on, or ſuch who had not 
capacities te fathom the meaning of any 
thing, which was not directly told them: 


with this equipage the took leave of the In- 


cas, and being arrived at the place to which 


: the intended to go, the ſlaves were appoint- 


ed each to their ſeveral employments; that of 
Montrano s was to overlook thoſe that kept the 
rooms in order, and ſee chat they did their: 
duty; an eafy taſk as to t the lily exerciſe. 


of it, but his mind was in agitatiens more: 


violent than even; the humour of the miſ- 


treſs he now ſerved, as more perplexing to: 
| kim than the tyranny of his former — 


nor had Re jeſs to expect from her re ve 


when: e ſhould end n haw little he was 


poſed" to comply with her intentions, mo 
from the moſt inhuman of bis own ſex, She 
preſented-herſelf to him, her natural beauties: 
Muſtrated with all the aids and embelliſh- 


ments of art; the talked to him in ſo free 
à manner, that had he not been appris d of 
| her deſires by the difcourſe of her confident, 


he could not have been ignorant what 
were, by her behaviour; but thinking the ſafe- 
eſt, as well as moſt gallant manner of deny- 
ing, was, not to ſeem to know that any thing 


more was expected fram him, than ſubmiſſion 
and re he never * her but with 


— 


#6 


* * 
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the ſame awe as that we enter the ſacred 
temples ; hut as this was not that ſort of ada. 
ration whieh ſhe. expected from him, ſhe 
ew extremely peeviſn, and after ſhe had 
iſmiſſed him fram her preſence, complained 

to her confident of the little compliance ſhe 
found in him, on which the ſhameleſs pro- 
eurer of her pleaſures took upon her to chide 
him ſeverehy; hut While ſhe was doing ſo, a 
ſudden thaugbt came inte his bead, which 
no man cauld be more ſenſble of the beau; 
ties af ber miſtreſs, but that he was under a 
folemn vow not to know the joys of love 
fon two whole years. More than one of them, 
ſaid he, is already elapſed, and as I have kept 


my promiſe inviolable till now, have eauſe to 


fear, that, if I break it, fome ſudden and un- 


wonſben of ben ſ<6 endeavdurefl, partly: by 


reiling at his ſuperſtitious regard of Oatha, - as 
| ſhe-termed it, and partly by hinting, chat no 
— puniſhment could enſue the breach of it; 


oquał to that: which: threatened bim in loſing - x 
eee queen; but neither pere 


aſions mor menances being af any uſe ta al · 


ter his determination, ſhe was obliged to leave 


him as ſhe found him, and return to ber 
miſtreſs with an account little pleaſing to 
her. What diſeourſe paſſed between them was 
unknown as to the ſubject of it, but he daubt · 
ed not, by the gloom: which ſat next day upon 
both their brows, that it had not been io his 


LEY - favour, 


— —_—— 
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flavour, and that he ſhould ſhortly expertence 
all that a cruel and revengeful woman, reftrain- 
ed by no principles of honour, religion, or 
generofity, could inflict; but, 'contrary to 
theſe ſuggeſtions, the intelligencer of the 


other's meaning told him, that in ſpite of the 


coldneſs with which he had received her 
Jueen's affections, and the diſregard he paid 
ber, in preferring a fooliſh vow to her em- 
braces, ſhe ſtill retained a tenderneſs for him, 


which would not ſuffer her to caſt him off, 


and had prevailed on her to wait the expi- 
ration of the time he mentioned, for 4 
; yo how worthy he was of the paſſion ſhe - 


ad entertained for him, . Montrano, ſaid he, 


- anſwered this meſſage in terms as obliging as 
de could, and from that time forward was 
put to no further trouble till the expiration - 
pf the year. They ſoon removed to the great 
palace, where the deceived Incas received this 
perjured woman with ſuch demonſtrations of 
Kindneſs, that the knowledge of her ingra- 
titude to ſuch a huſband, whoſe love had 
fraiſed her from the loweſt ebb of fortune, and 
ſtill continued to ſupport her in all: the pomp 


that that part of the World coũld afford, made 


her yet more hateful in his mind he often told 


me, that he abhorred even to look upon her. 


But not to ſpin out my narration to a tedious 
length, the whole year of his freedom from 
her ſolicitations, he paſt in contrivances to 
get ſtom that deteſted place; but finding that 
t 
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any of the other iſlands, as perhaps he might 
Have done in a canoe, the Maldives have ſo 


good an intelligence with each other, that 


be muſt infallibly have been diſcovered, and 

' ſent back to endure the moſt cruel puniſhments 
_ "imaginable. You may think it ſtrange per- 
haps that neither he nor I could have any 


opportunity of ſending to Ceylon, where we 


both were known, and might early have been 


ranſomed; but the temper of thoſe wretches 


is ſo barbarous, that, beſides the uſe a chriſ- 
tian ſlave is to them, they take delight in 
triumphing over and detaining them, and ha- 
ving no correſpondence with any other na- 
tion in the world, they know not the va- 
Aue of their own cominodities ; and having every 


thing within themſelves, which they are 


capable of having any reliſh for, regard no- 


thing which may be offered in exchange for 


— 


their ſlaves: gold nor ſilver is of any eſti- 
mation with them, their current coin being 


a white ſhell which is found upon the moun- 


tains, and which the Incas keeps a guard 
about, it being death by the law for any per- 
ſon, but thoſe appointed by him, to pick up any 
of it. For theſe reaſons they hive; on the fton- 
tiers of the iſland next to Ceylon, a conſtant 
number of troops always maintained, who ſuf- 
fer no boat nor perſon to paſs either to or from 
that place, without a token from the Incas; 
for that being a place of trade, and having 
a factory in it of chriſtians, without this 


1 


caution it would. be impoſſible to keep thoſe 


people, 85 
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people, who are ſo miſerable as to fall into 
. their hands, from regaining their liberty. 


Montrano therefore having no way ta fly 
from ſolicitations ſo diſpleaſing to him, to 
evade them, pretended ſickneſs: a ftw days 
before the expiration of the year, he coun- 
terfeited ſo well the moſt violent pains, that 
none who ſaw him, but verily believed he 
languiſhed under them; one thing, indeed, 
was a great advantage to his feigning, which 
Was, that there were no phyſicians, in that 

place, their way of curing. diſeaſes being 


t ſhoot, arrows inte many parts of the pa- 
Ttient's body, believing phlebotomy a remedy 


for all diſorders. Montrano ſuffered this 


experiment to be tried on him, but after- 
ward pretended to be much worſe than be- 


Sore. In fine, he carried on this deception 
for the ſpace of ſeven months, at the end 
Which time he had an unexpected e- 


Pretended to be, her life was deſpaired of 3 


and having before made an excuſe, that the 


Fea; air did not agree with hey conftitution,, 


_ Incas would needs have it, that her pre- 
: diforder rung from the ſame occaſion, 
and ordered her to be removed on a litter 


O ſeem»! 


Horne! on "Lax mana Hhouldewy thinking that 
— oy yer perfectly recovered, was diſpen- 


with for not officiating in e 8 | 


ment; but obliging ſoon after to pretend a 


Hig 
„ 


fomewhat 
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fothewhat- better, ſent for to come to the 
place where ſhe. was, and thinking this 
would not be a laſting pretence, he feigned 
madneſs, and committed a thouſand irregula- 
rities, tho' none hurtful or miſchievous to 
any body: Elphania, as well as others, was 
deceived for a long time; but, at lengthy 
diſcovered the impoſition by the ſame means 
the had done he was an Italian; his misfor- 
tunes growing, by their continuance. and 
little, appearance 'or hope of relief,” more 
heavy to be borne, he could not forbear giv- 
ing them vent in tears and exclamations 
whenever he was alone: he was one day 
overheard by the confidents of Euphania's de- 
* fires, and tha report that he was but ſeem- 
_  Ingly mad immediately conyeyed to her mi- 


_ | fireſs, on which ſhe reſolved no longer to be 


_ diſappointed in her love, or failing in that 
of her revenge, for the (contempt. thrown 

on- her beauty. She again defired leave of 
the Incas to retire into the country, which 
deing eaſily obtained, among the number 
of ſlaves ſhe took with her, was Montrano, 
the amiti poſtures of that poor lunatici, ſaid 
| ſhe, may divert in the abſence of my dear: lord. 
Nobody in the leaſt ſuſpecting her inten- 
tions, whatever ſhe did in thoſe affairs were 

- unqueſtioned, It was now three full years 

Miontrano had carried on his diſguiſe: of mad- 
neſs without any perſon in the world be- 
Hiesing him otherwiſe; nor had he any thought 
that Eiphania had diſcovered: the 
E 5 : : _ - they 
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they arrived at the little palace which ſhe. 5 
had made choice of for the ſcene of her 


pleaſures or revenge; but ſhe was no ſooner 
ſettled there, than ſending for him into her 

own apartment, where nobody but the old 
Venetian woman was preſent, ſhe began to 

queſtion him, for what reaſon he had im- 


poſed on a queen who loved him; the know- 


ledge that he was ſuſpected did not ſurprize 
him ſo far, but that he had preſence of mind 
enough to endeavour to wave it off, by 

_ replying in the ſame wild and incoherent 


manner, as he had done ſince he firſt affected 


to be frantick; but ſhe would not ſuffer him 
to go on for any long time; but telling 
him, ſhe was convinced of the impoſition he 
had ſo unworthily put on her, and that if 
be did not immediately confeſs the true mo- 
tive which obliged him to it, he ſhould ſuffer 
the moſt cruel death ſhe could poſſibly in- 


vent. Ile pauſed a little on theſe words; 


not, as he ſaid, that he feared to die, but 
thought, that to die in this remote corner 
of the world, without the power of acquaint- 
_ ing any perſon with his fate, was ſomething 
too terrible to be borne; and thinking, 
that as ſhe was ſo poſitive, no worſe . 
befall him in a declaration of the truth, than 


in a fruitleſs endeavour to conceal it: he threw: 


himſelf: upon his knees, acknowledged her 
. beauties to be infinite, returned his moſt hum- 

ble thanks for the condeſcenſions ſhe had made 
him; but withall confeſſed, that he was ren 


e 
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dered wholly unable to return her affections, 

by having, before he ſaw her, devoted his 
whole ſoul to another object; and then pro- 
ceeded to relate to her the hiſtory of his 
love for you, his marriage, and the cruelty, 
of his uncle; who, ſeparating him from you, 


had occaſioned his falling into the condition 


of a ſlave. He told her, he relied entirely on 


her generoſity; and entreated, ſhe would 


look on him with the 78 of Pity: and for- 


giveneſs. 1 
When Montrano refuted this part of his hiſ- 


tory. to me, ſaid his friend, he told me, I muſt 


make uſe of my own imagination to conceive, 
what kind of fury it was that ſeized the ſoul, 
of this moſt vile woman, and ſparkled in her 


eyes. You, madam, purſued he to me, if 


your-ſoft ſoul. can form an idea ſo horrible, 


muſt tell vyourſelf what was not in his power, 


who ſaw eit, to deſcribe, much leſs in mine. 
What, cried ſhe, i is it- for another that I am 


deſpiſed ? Is it for the idea of an abſent wo- 


man, the beauties of the preſent are contem- 
ned The burſting rage prevented her from 


ſpeaking any farther to him at that time; but . 


turning to the adviſing fiend, who ſtood NEAT 


her, they had ſome. diſcourſe together; after 


Which, in a loud voice, it ſhall be ſo, faid. 
ſhe, ſince; he is no man for me, he ſhall not 
for another. With theſe words ſhe flew out 
of the room, leaving only the old wretch 


with him, who bidding him follow her, con- 


| duſted him to a room at the farther end 25 


| $529 


. , 2 
7 8 4 


db tt Ag oo” 


a N 
— 


— *9>—e Be 


x 
» * 
Lg i 
k = * 
— — —— — — 3 IT. — 
oy — * — Eß— — —___G — — - 
— — j = 


— ye 3 — 
— IT a 


— ——— — 
. —_— — —— X 
— ——  —— — 
we 
- 


—  — — —— 
— EGO I AS ET 


— — — 


"THE FRUITLESS. 
iy the palace, where having locked him in; ſhe 
left him for ſome hours to meditate on what 
had happened; but towards evening, coming 
== in again, Well, faid the, have you conſidered 
I of your late folly, in the- manner you ought 
1 t0 do ? Have you repented ? And are you now 
=_— reſolved to accept that happineſs the queen 
18 deſigns you? I have already told her, an- 
fwered he, that it is not in my power. But 
have you 'refleGed, refutned ſhe, that your 
the can diſpoſe your fate?” I have,; ſaid 5 
and whatever miſeries heaven may make her 
tme inſtrument of inflicting on me, I muſt 
egndure. It is well, ungrateful wreteh, eried 
ſhe, but ſhe has more of miete than thou 
meriteſt from her: your life ſhe will! not 
take; but as you ſlight the joys of love, when 
| profered you by her, ſhe will take effectual care 
you tteverſhalltafts them with another. Mon- 
trans proteſted to me, that he could not ueſs 
what it was ſhe meant, till hes ſta 
With her foot, fix luſty flaves ruſhed in, and, 
nin ſpight of his: ſtruggling, bound his hands 
| And feet with it 88708 the beldame ſaw 
bf it done; and WHkitiy him, onee more, if he 
. repented, to which he anfwered in the ne- 


* 


He fl ſhe went out of he room, und bade 
| a ee their offfce: on Whiek ene f 
TE ps d out a ſharp inftruniefit; drew 
N 2 to him, and by ſome actions diſco- 
: vered to the amazed prrfoner his inhuman 
x * * en, * eontitued he, 
| —— 
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comes on the dreadful part of your unhapp 
huſband's fate. Huſband, did i ſay? Alas 
he, from that cruel moment, had no more 
the power of being ſo; deprived for ever of 
the dear names of father and of huſband; | 
robbed eee and doomed to an eternat 
* 29 4 $3054 


dear. Miramillia, faid Iris 58 
all che — later had been muſtering up for | 
ſome moments (for. from the firſt mention of 
what wicked. queen's menaces, E was more 

apprehenſive than Montrano had been, and 
— the horrid meaning of her ſoul) all, 
key, could not enable me to bear the reci- 
tal of it, without giving a great ſhriek at the 
thoughts how much. he muſt have endured in 
ſo unexampled a barbarity; but aſhamed of 
the concern 1 had expreſſed, ſince he was 
now perfect y.recovered. I endeavoured to 
excuſe it as well as poſſible, bit he ſeemd not 
to wonder at my confuſion, eee 
his narration in theſe terme. Z 
Something bein Ps to top the bloody 
and a perſon _— to take care of the 
wound, of the underſtanding in that 
2 he was in a little time paſt :dan- 
= { Elphania, either repenting whar:{he:had 
done, or that it were true as ſhe ſaid, that 
_ the; had given. orders only, to>threatenz not 
really to Inflic̃t ſuch a misfortune; ta make 
what reparation was in her power, Save him 
bis liberty, and à large 7 money, Toe, 
ee * 0i:Ceylon,; In 
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met hy a gang of robbers, with whom makin 
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ſpight af the juſt hatred Motitrand had von- 


ceived againſt her, the ciraumſtances he was 


in, made him accept of har favours, e 
2. canoo, embarked in it for Candea, the chief 

city: of Ceylon; but the weather: changing, 
they. were obliged. to land him among the 
mountains, fifty miles ſhort of the port he 
deſired: the neceflity, however, being una- 
voidable, he was:forced to comply. He found 
fome. poor Dutch on the ſeaccoaſt;-:one: of 


whom 2 with him as a guide; but 


had not trauelled many milc s before they 


ſome reſiſtance, he was dan rouſly ae 
ed, after Rs deprived: of all that Tad; been 
given him by Elpbania. The poor guide 
continued by: bim till ſome paſſengers comi 


- by, he was taken up and carried to a haufe; 
. where. being taken ſome care of, and his 
wounds dreſſed, tho after a very indifferent 
manner, the ſtrength of his: conſtitution at 
_— det ht him to himſelf; buti the only 


in that place being Dutch, apeo- 
ple dy rang never were greatly. famed; for hoſpi- 


| tality or charity, ale contributed to- 


wards his ſupport; that the want ofin 
3 oh him weak much longer than the hurts 

ot by the thieves: would elfe have done; 
6% 8 he recovered, but had not fizength. 


; Neun . for a long time, even toi wall about 


his chamber, till that: ſmall pittanne, which 


bad been allowed him, being taken _ 
the 


1 


NCT 59: 


My crate out into the ſtreet; an object, he 

XX ha much. pityy that he appeared more 
pr oſt than a living man. Having been 
| n long, ept from air, coming ines: it all at _ 
once, made him faint away, and he fell 
down at the door of a rieh Ade ede iſle ; 
as it happened, he had leſs of the ſavage in 
him than moſt of them, and could not ſee 
a creature of his own ſpecie in ſo lament- 
able a condition, without affording him ſome 
relief; he took him in, bad him laid on 
bed ; applied proper things for his recovery, 
and after gave him the heſt reſreſhment he 
had in the houſe; neither of them knew the 
language of the other, but the Ceyloneze made 
bim underſtand by ſigns, that if he would 
ſerve. him, he weuld be kind to him; but 
Montrano, as well as he could, let him ; RES 
he was: a paſſen Ts; who had been deprived 
of: all-he had o value by the robbers; and 
that he was. travelling to Candea, where he 
had friends who would ſupport him, but that 
he muſt beg his way thither. The other 
waked his head at this information, in token 
that n had little charity to 
Arangers x. but Montrano being determined, 
he.,gave him ſome ſmall; matter toward his 
ſupport in the j journey; wirh which, after 

having ſtayed three or four days to recover 
15 he B ut, alas: his 
long: indilgoũtion and want eu .enfeebled = 
his limbs in ſuch a manner, chat he ratur. 

n than . 


81815 this 


: 
. 


in all probability} they were 


a nus pate ber un whole rer belf 4 Ini 
eee che meſt he dould boaſt: to have 
 aravelled'; at the ende which time, he yr 
Fortunately" iftoekk bis wy; and Apen 
into a wild place? which the Sn ogy = 
_ Jarts of Cayuatias; there did he wander up and 


Aon, unable to extricate himſelf from that 
Juabytinth of rocks, which lie chick ſeattered 


in that idreadfulwaſte; and muſt certainly have - 


1 bad not providence- ſent him a: 9 05 


dy che moſt unerpected mehns. A. 
robbers having talen a rich booty; e e 4 
tad 


taken ſhelter in this place, ere it was 
Altmoſt impoſſible for at yds ee Find 
them. Thinking themſelves ſecure; they had 
fat don to lreſt and divide ehe prize, at che 
foot of ' great heapwf Rones, iwhich ſeemed 
as if they Rad been crew up by ſome earch. 
uake. When Montrano came 6h the other 
Ades he heard their voices; and” ſuid, he 
ej he never had heard à found ſo Clear. 
ng as this was; 'which' gave "him" intelli- 
„ he muguld once more ſce the faees of 
at creatures, | and che hoped be gulded 
from 8 *Phe pile, which 
_ parted them, was va | hu hotivery 
High, and they happe Al fo n che fide 
he was, that be mi pn climb to the top 
of it;; in ſpight of his weakneſs, therefore, he 
Attempted it, and with ſuch! ſucceſs; that in a 
feu minutes he gained the ſummitz whence 
ring daben ä 
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 dlofe together, counting money, which lay FE, 


in a heap. on the ground before them; he was 
_ confidering..in what manner he ſhould. get. 
down the ridge of ſtones, being much more 


perpendicular on this ſide than the other, when 
one of the robbers, happening to caſt up his 


eyes, ſaw him; the wildneſs of the place, his 
pale and ghaſtly looks, the guilt of the gazer, 
every thing conſpired to terrify; and conclu- 
ding him to be the ghoſt of ſome perſon he 
had murdered, gave àa great ſhriek, and pre- 

{ently fell down in 3 ſwoon ; his companions 
believing him ſtruck, with ſudden death, ſtart- 
ed from their ſeats, and had all of them, at 
the ſame time, a ſight of this affrighting ob- 
je&; every one took immediately to his heels, 
without any regard, either of the booty for 
PFrhich they had. ventured their liyes, nor what 


tives of this country. being extreme ſwift rune 
ners, they were out of ſight in a moment. 


Montrano gueſſed what occaſioned their ter- 
ror, and cried out to them to ſtay; but fear 


had either made them deaf, or not under- 
ſtanding what he ſaid, took it for ſomething 


contrary, to what it was. In ſpight of the 


| numberleſs miſeries of his preſent condition, 
he has often told me, he could not forbear 

ſmiling at their flight, and falling into ſome- 
reflections, how inſeparable, thought he, ate 
cowardice. and villainy. Ihe place and cir- 
cgumſtance he was in, however, giving him 
* little opportunity for indulging them, he de- 

n 7 


— 


of him they left behind; and che na- 


* 
e e r 
ray 8 «„ ˙— — — — — 
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ſetred it till another time, and made What 
haſte he could to deſcend, which, when he 
had done, he was in ſone debate within him 
felf, if ne fhould take the money, ſe cone. 
1 for him in his his necefity, and leave the: 
"who had aſfſiſteck in the unlatvf 
gaining it, to recover as he could; or if he 
fhould endeavour to bring him to himſelf, 
an by that ack of charity engage him to be 
— guide out of the 3 the latter of theſe 
ſg denon towk too place," not o Mea e be 
already experienced how d I” it was 
195 Him de Way of hit elf, but alf 
that it was agreeable to dhe kostet ot his 
diſpofition. Determined to do this, he kEneel- 
ed down hy him, rubbed his breaſt and _ 
ples, bent Him forward, and did everything 
in his power t reftore bin te his Tees 
which when be had done, by fign 
Nu Holde WARY Ee al dere eh dle ep 
Joneze lauguage, he made him at Taft cb 
vinced, that he was no more than a man, and 
had no deſign to hurt him. The fellow, thus 
re- aſſured, looked about for his companions, 
and findin 2 were gone, began to ſcramble _ 
up what they had left behind. Montrano af- 
fiſted him i in gathering it, and by beſeeching 
poſtures, and ſuch expteſfions as he coül 
make intelligihle, eren he would conduct 
him from that defart, which theother promiſed 
te do; but by going found about, for fear 
Bis companivns, "when tlfey had confidere 
| en 2 matters 3 return and claim ' 
| 5 are 


— 
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are of the treaſure, they were two days be- 
fore they gained the road, but rejoiced was: 
Montrano once more to fee it; at parting, 
the thief ſeeing the miſerable condition he 
was in, gave him ſomewhat to help him on 
Bis journey, and on he travelled till he came 
to a little town, called Javira; there I had 
the good fortune to renew my acquaintance: 
With him, T having procured my liberty, by 
Having ſerved the ſovereign of the Maldives 
in an exigence, which, but for me, had coſt 
Him his Hfe. I was taking ſome refreſhment 
at a houſe of entertainment, ſuch a wretched: 
one as that place affords, when I faw a perſon 
Featured like Montrano, but in ſuch an abje& 
and deplorable conditien, and fo altered in 
every thing, from what he was, that I could 
which told me, it was no other; yet refolv- 
ing to be convinced, I drew neater to him, as 
de was aſking charity of the landlord of the 
- houſe, He ſaw me not till then, but as ſoon 
as he did, Alceſtus! ſaid he. I will not go a- 
bout, madam, continued this obliging friend, 
to repreſent the ſatisfaction I conceived at 
meeting with him; which would, indeed, 
Dave been as great a grief, had I not, at that 
time, been maſter of ſufficient courage, to eaſe 
thoſt calamities which were viſible to me: 
the others which were not, and which, as ſoon 
as we were alone, he informed me of, gave 
me a concern equal to my ſurprize, that any 
thing, which had the ſhape of a woman, could 
1 5 E 4 | - mo 
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act in * abhorred and ſhameleſs a manner, as 
Elphania and her confident had done; but as 
there was no relief for a misfortune, ſuch as 
that, but patiently enduring it, I omitted no- 
thing in my power which might conſole him. 
We made the. beſt of our way toward Ceylon, 
which at laſt wereach'd ; I had the good for- 
tune to, execute my father”: s. commands, on 
the villain who had endeavoured to impoſe 
upon him; and Montrano found the merchant 
to whom he had been ſent by his uncle, and 
received from him this pleaſing intelligenc 
chat the old gentleman repenting what Fo =Y 
done, had writ. letters to recall him ; 3 and when 
the anſwers had Jet him know, he had not. 


- arrived on that coaft, had ſent others. full of 


gricf, andentreating he would. make all ima- 
pine ſearch for 1. ry of us, — 
aving an onger at 
we eafelyed "to. 5 0 it the firſt opportunity, 
but were obliged to wait near two years be- 
fore any ſhip ſet fail for Europe, and when af- 
ter that time we embarked, it was in a | 
95 merchant-man, bound for Rotterdam; there 
were we alſo compelled to-ſtay a conſiderable 
time before any ſhip offered 25 Venice; but 
at length meeting with one, we came toge- 
ther without any farther difficulties, and land- 
ed late laſt night; he has not yet paid his duty 
to his uncle, — would ſuffer me to ſee my 
Father, the" tenderneſs he had for you calling 
him firſt here, where he ſaid I muſt alſo. ac> _ 
5 rr bim.z x not being . he ſaid, to 5 2 
| te 


LD 


2 rene na as T 


| Tate to you himſelf the misfortune: which you: | 


nom are acquainted with from my mouth. 
Thus, ſaid Iſeria, did the generous Clito- 
? phon end his melancholy narration, which, 
having thanked him for, we went together to 
the garden, to ſee what was become of Mon- 
trano, whom we found lying in this very 
grove, in ſo ſad and melancholy a. poſture; 
as muſt have moved any one to pity, much; 
more a wife, who loved him more than all: 


things on this ſide heaven; and whoſe affec-- 
tions was not in the leaſt abated by the know- 


ledge of the injury that had been done him. IL. 
entreated him to riſe, but he refuſing to. do ſo, 
ſaying, the earth, darkneſs, and ſolitude, were 
fit for ſuch, a wretch as he was ;:I threw, my-; 
ſelf down by him, proteſting: chat l would ne- 
ver leave him; that the place ſhould-al ways; 


be mine 3 and that if he did not wiſn to ſee: 


me the moſt unhap py woman in the world, 
yy muſt throw off all 1 thoughts, and forgetful. 


of paſt misfortunes, join me in thanks to the 
almighty diſpoſer _ 


Lleria's arms, as be ſhould ever be in her heart. 


| = I Was! 3 in this manner, Oh thou | 


[of all thy ſex; interrupted he, 
- Tk not I come to claim thee as a. wife, to+ 
curſe thy youth and beauty with. the ſhadow- 
of a huſband. No, twould bea ſin, heaven: 


_ could neuer pardon, ſhould 1 condemn thy: 


- charms ta cold ſterility.: Thou, who mh 
OTST wikis Re angels * 


Ne 


2 


all bleſſings, that he 
was at laſt paſt; over them, and ſafe in his, 
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' ſelf. No, my Iferia, E came but to ſee thee | 
once, then take my: everlaſting; leave, and in 
ſome diſtant chyftsr hide. me for ever from 
thy: ſight. Unkind Montrano, -anſwered I, 
think you my love was ſenfual? Are you not 
as dear as ever? And would you. leave me, 
leave me by your own choice? Have I not 
endured enough, when torn from me by an in- 
human uncle? I waſted ſeven whole years in 
grief, but you muſt now inffict a ſecondi 
wretchednefs more dreadſul than the firſt: 
that that, was unavoidable; but this free- 
will, and want of love to me; or want of 
mine to you. But do net think that I will 
ſuaffer it; no, continued I, embracing. him, 
thus will I cling abeut yow ever, nor ſhall: 
you throw me off; through lands! and ſeas 
will Laceompany you; and whereſbever you 
go, Iferia-willbe there; Jam ydur wife; your 
Iawſul wedded wife, and will maintain my 
claim againſt the united force of the whole 
world. Many more expreſſiens, of the ſame 
nature with theſe, did I make uſe of, to con- 
vince Him, that 1 regarded him with the ſame | 
retidernely as ever, And thought no'misfortune: . 
- cqual to that of being ſeparatedi from him; but 
eduld net prevail on him to alleviate kis ſor- 
ros for a conſiderable tine. Never was there 
a ſeene more moving; more truly touching te 
the ſoul, nor never eonfſict more equally cara 
rien on by bothz fondneſs with fondneſb war- 
red and jove w oppoſed againſt love; mine 
xt laſt, however, gained the vidtory; and he 
«HSA JC mm Con- 
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conſented to live with me in the manner you 
fee ; we paſs vur days in a mutual endeavour 
to oblige each other, and our nights in ſuch 
endearments as a chaſte brother might allow 
bimſelf with a ſiſter he tenderly loved, Our 
misfortune is entirely concealed from all the 
world but Clitophon and. yourſelf, on whoſe 
diferetion I dare rely, elſe had not made you 
partake of the ſecret. I believe no woman 

ould be more tranquil, in ſuch a circums 
Wis, than myſelf; yet, Miramillia, loving 
to that height of paſſion as I do, and belov'd 
_ the ſame ardour, judge, if I can bring 
my wiſhes, to that pitch of reſignation and 
tent, that is neceſſary to qualify me for 
con taſk you would have me undertake. 
Ine afflicted mother ſighed at the little furs 
ceſs ſhe had hitherto met with; and after hav- 
ing thank d Iſeria for the opinion ſhe had 
of her ſecrecy, took het leave, and departed 
with a heavy heart. The next it came in her 
head to addreſs, on this ſcore, was a lady late- 
| ly married to a gentleman of equal years and 
fortune, and one who appeared to have the 
extremeſt tendernefs for her ; in no viſible cir= 


75 cumſtance of this new wedded pair, was there 


rom for diſcontent; ſhe made no doubt, 
| polar but that ſhe ſhould: here find what 
| had been diſappointed of in Anziana and 
ſerla, and went immediately on the proof. 

5 na, ſo was ſhe called, received her 
wich. the moſt perfect complaiſance; 3 and be- 
cauſe her houſe, was at too a a diſtance 

; E 6 from 
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from that of Miramillia's, for that lady to re- 


turn the ſame day ſhe came, a magnificent 


apartment was allotted for her; they paſt the 


remainder of the day in feaſting, and the 


evening was concluded with an entertain- 
ment of muſick and dancing ; but Miramil- 
lia, who was little capable of reliſhing theſe 


- -. diverſions, longed for an opportunity of dif- 


courfing her alone, which, early the next 
morning, preſented itſelf to her; the coming, 
of her own accord, into her chamber, to 
give ber the good-morrow, and enquire how 

the had — : which compliment being 


anſwered in the manner it required, the 


grieved mother related her unhappy ſtory, 


and made known her requeſt; at which Ce- 2 


leſino ſtarted, and made no reply for the ſpace 


ef two or three minutes, but, at 2 re- 


covering herſelf from the ſurprize Þ 
deen in, endeavoured, like Anziana, to put 
her off giving eredit to ſuch ſort of people as 
frortune- tellers; but the other continuing to 


Pre her to make the experiment at leaſt, ſhe 
out having given her a ſufficient cauſe for it; 


aud again, Paufing before ſhe ſpoke, a8 if to 
conſider in what manner ſhe ſhould anſwer: 


1 have been in à little conteſt within myſelf 
| ſaid ſhe, whether I. ſhould, 5 revealing to A 


you a ſecret,” which I take ſo much -pains 


do conceal from the whole world, give 
not in my peter to grant; or, by mak. 


3 
* K * # "4 ; 


ing 


ing ſome light excuſe, leave you at liberty 
8 © ak] on the will ; og yoo quality, 
good ſenſe, and the pity I have for your mis- 
fortunes, make the former of theſe ſuggeſ- 
tions of the moſt force with me. I will, 

_ purſued. hes put an entire confidence in 
u; and, perhaps, ſurprize you with as 

| odd a ſtory .as you 415 _ ws. There 
needed no more to convince Miramillia, ſhe 
was alſo here miſtaken in her hope; how- 
cover, ſhe prepared herſelf to hear what che 
- other, was about to ſay, who, having made 
fuaſt the door, ſat down on the bed-ſide, and 
; Mg the narrative ſhe had promiſed in theſe 
words. V | 
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Ai 1 bo „ 3 a5 3 by | 
The. Hiſtory of CRI ERSIxo, Sigmor MARRA- 
„ „ MONT; end PHILETTA. | 


Vo VU. know, did the, that by = former 
J huſbind T'had'a daughter, named Phi- 


that Irefolved never to marry, though being 


beft a widow at the age of ſeventeen, with a; 


vaſt fortune in my own hands, and fom& 
| ſhare of beauty. I had numbers who ad- 
dreſſed me, but I perſiſted in my reſolution, 
*till my ill genius brought me acquainted with 
Marramont. He no ſooner ſaw me, than he 
ſeemed ſeized with the moſt violent paſſion 
that ever poſſeſt the heart of man. I was 
then but thirty; and the world ſaid, had 
charms ſufficient to countenance his tender 
folly. He wrote to me; addreſſed all the 
friends I had in the world to befriend his ſuit, 
In fine, he counterfeited the dying lover to 
ſuch an admiration, that what betwixt pity 
for his imagined ſufferings, the daily ſollici- 
_ tations of every body about me, who thought 
the match rather an advantage to me than the 
contrary ; and though I bluſh, and muſt for 
ever bluſh to ſay it, a ſecret liking of his 
perſon, I at laſt yielded to be his wife. The 


* ” 


letra: of whom I was ſo' extremely: tender, 
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a was ſet, and every thing pre- 
paring for our nuptials; but the new tender- 
neſs J had conceived for him, took not away 
any part of that with which I had regarded 
Philetta; and ſhe being then at the houſe of 
a ſiſter F had in the country, I ſent: for her, 
in order to have new cloaths and jewels made 
for her, that ſhe might appear with the greater 
ſplendor at theroceremony ;- hut. ſne came not, 
neither did I receive any letter from her to 

exouſt her-abſence:: ſo ſtrange a neglect of 
_ duty from a al girl, whom I had bred 
| up Cohn the ſtri Principles of obedience, 
de me a ſurprine equal to my diſpleaſure. 
imagined it to be, that ſhe feared! I had 
bft more my own. ſatisfaction than her 
intereſt in this! marriage; and: as ſuch a ſup- 
| poſition would: have een a vaſt deal of in- 
juſtice to me, why had ſettled her a fortune; 
eravivly independent, before I would: conſont* 
to be be of Marramont, F conceived' the 
greater indignity at it. In fine, ſhe' came 
not; nord F hear any thing from her til! 
two days after” the ere on our "marriages: BY 
when reecivediaug der, the Tt where-* 
: n odd 5 PF 
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5 His 5 eme, 


8 « Madam, 


F ee ever . the gage to- 
turn a heart to ſtone, mine ſure, at 
5 e you intended to be the wife of 
.. Marramont, had ceaſed to tremble with 
4 horror, as it now does, but even to thin 
Es 2 that! ſuch a thing is in agitation... A fall I 
2 t from my horfe ſome days ago, by which 
8 broke my arm, and received ſeveral bruiſes, 
A renders me unable to wait on you with the . 
c reaſons for m 5 averſion to this mateh; and 
1 they are of ſuch a nature, that I VDannot, 
8 dare not conimit them to paper; all that 1 
. a. der in that, for the ſake of mine and your 
deen sternal peace, you will delay e 
. dreadful nuptials till ſee you. Be aſſur- 
ed ed, dear mother, Lam too well acquainted; 7 
& with my duty, to preſume to adviſe where 
m obedience only; and ſubmiſſion is my pro- 
d vince, were it not ima caſe where ſilence; 
were unpardonable, and inſtead of bleſſings = 
5 s entail on me hereafter your eternal gurſe., 1 
| Oh therefore, for ever honoured Celeſina, 
e beſt of parents, forgive and pity your un- 
«© happy child, and put off all thoughts of 
* Marramont till you ſhall know why he, 
_ © of all mankind, ought not, muſt not, can- 
not be your huſband. Terrible idea! It 
on = "Ay 1 1 am torn with ago- 
| "TO 2 
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cc nies unſupportable, and ſcarce have the 
« power to ſubſcribe myſelf in the manner 
6. 1 to do, to ſo tender a mother, 


ec Your moſt obedient, 


1850 Ns tho aflifted daughter, 


K 


„ PHILETTA,” 


Vou muſt believe, contiued Celeſina, that 
ſuch a letter muſt fill me with the extremeſt 
ſurprize ;. and what added very much to it 
was, that ſince. ſhe profeſſed fo violent an 
averſion to my marriage, and ſaid ſhe had 
ſuch reaſons to alledge againſt it, ſhe did not 
acquaint me with it ſooner; but I. was ſoon 
caſed of this part of my aſtoniſhment by the 
meſſenger who brought the letter; informing 
mes, that he was ſet on by robbers in his way, 
Wuo had very much wounded him, and ren- 
dered him for many days incapable. of pro- 
ſecuting his journey; and that the misfortune 
happening to him near a little village where 
- there was no poſt, he had not a convenience 
of ſending it by any other hand. I was alſo 
in a prodigious dilemma, if I ſhould impart 
the contents of this billet to Marramont. or 
not; but not being able to imagine ſhe had 
any reaſons, in reality, but that I have already 
named, I thought it would make him look 2 
C ” ys her 


— 
o 


* 


52 THE FRUITLESS 
Her as a perſon tdo fel {-intereſted, and doca- 
fion-a diſguſt which might never be worn off; 
I therefore refolved to ſay nothing of it. 1 
continued, however, in great perplexities till 
I was caſed of them ( s may call it ſo) to 
be involved in others of a more diſtracting 
nature, by the arrival of Philetta, which hap- 
pened the. yery next day after I had received 
her letter. alp girl, perceiving that 
ſhe recovered not fo ſpeedily as ſhe had hop'd, 
and -dreading iny perſeverance in my deſign 
of marr ing Marramont, becauſe ſhe heard 
nothing me to the contrary, the made 
\ . Herſelf be bréught to town in a litter. Out 
wedding, as you ſee, being kept extremely 
A the concourſe of people which: the 
| 8 gates; and the found-of the re- 
Joieihgs within; made het immediately guefs 
| the truth ;/ but beir us fon as the ali; 
Ebhfifmmed' of what ie ſeated, by the 2515 rs 
ut Hhe'aceofted'; Then T am come too late; 
| eifed the, and with thoſe words fell down id 
a ſwoon, Some ran to acquaint me with her 
arrival and condition, while others endeayour- 
ed to bring her to herſelf. The ball was juſt 
begun, and we were in the middle of 2 
dance, but the news put a ſtop to the mu- 
fiek :' I ran like one diſtracted, ſtrangely di- 
vided between. grief and wonder; and you 
ay believe, that Marramont, in reſpest to 
not behind me; all the com 


followed. Poor Philetta, juſt as 1 took her: 


py 3 up _ I" but ſeeing 


A 1 2 


* 
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A aframent at the ſame time, turned them 
away with all the tokens of horror and de- 
teſtation; then making her utmoſt efforts to 
throw herſelf on her knees: Madam, ſaid ſhe 
to me; Leenfure you, by all the tender- 
net you” have fort erly profeſſed for me, to 
fuffer me te depart; the diſorder I am in, 
Will but occaſion an interruption of your haps 
pinefs, and the ſight: of it render me more 
wretched, Brruck;,' as I was; with ſome» 
| thing more terrible chan words can find a 
me for, it damped fot my indignation at 
* imprudence; whatever * her griefs, I 
mougnt the ought to have reſtrained them 
before ſo much company; and as I could 
foreſee nothing which: 2 e a reaſonable 
coumntertance to chem, 1 reſblxed to let her 
not 5 how: ech I reſunted ſuch a 
Behiyfour.' No, E, I ſhall not per- 
ae lead 0s an T know what has 
| eck you to abt; in a manner ſoi unbe- 
coming the character you bear, and the obe- 
ering you owe me. I ſpoke no more to her 
at that time, but turning ts my women, or- 
dered them to ſee her to her chamber; and 
hq ging pardon of the company, returned 
Wich e dc ide ball defiriag? every body 
to ryſume that gaiety, Which the - Ras Aru" 
'as 1 then th of Philetta: had diſ- 
turbed. But, in in ird of my endeavours. to 
prevent the vexation I was in from bein 
taken notice of, I eould not ſo far diſgui 
1 ty IM that the Whale — perceived 
it; 
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it; and thinking, as indeed it was, the pains | 
J. took to conceal my inquietudes an addi- 
than otherwiſe they would. have: done; 3 ner 
was it in the power, either of Marramont or. 
myſelf, to detain them. But that gentlema 
had been in too much diſorder himſelf, from 
the time of Philetta's coming, to be able to 
ſay much in the excuſe of mine. Never was 
confuſion more lively painted than in his face; 
_ petplexed, as my, own mind was, I ſaw. the 
diſorders: of his; but 3 they were 
cauſed by che averſion my, d er, had ex- 
preſſed at ſeeing him my A I was not 
ſurprized at it. The company departed; 1 
few: to the chamber of Philetta, where: hav- 
ing acquainted her with the care I had take: 
of :fettling- her fortune,” before I gar mylelf 
away in marriage, I began. to expreſs 

ſentment at that want E the teſtes to to 
hate, im the repeated, p 1 had made 
her, that 1 — never do 9 thing 2 
dicial to her intereſt; but 1 put à ſtop to 
What I was about to ſay, a fe theſe words: 
Oh interpret not, madam, Thea 2 
voice interrupted with, ſigbs, the 

ſee me in, to a cauſe ſo un worthy 5 foul ! 
Had you abandoned me, thrown me of for 
ever; turned me out 2 beggar, to ſeek all 
day precarious ſuſtenance , at proud men's 
doors, I could have lept all night contented 


0 wy" haveh Ber FEnown, theſe 1 1 


* 1 « ; 
2 x 4 12 * 1 3 HET ws! © 4 % or Wd. * 5 v 3 P 4 


that Se knew mot: 
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* Cold, hunger, ſcorn, all the 

umberleG ills which wait on poverty, I 
ebuldr hace berne with patience, nay, death 
| TeIf,orather than have lived in hated g reat- 
nelsz and ſee you, 25 T doyithe wife of Mars 
And KA Os es bad IN voni od b 
Ho "dnþoflble 3 is nme m dear Mira- 
millia, purſued Celeſina, to 8 as it de- 
ſervesj- what etwas. felt at hearing her ſpeak 
in this munter ; if I had not known: that ſhe 
Had bebn 2 lng time out of town, and that 
Matramomt had always lived in it; and that 
till caſtel her departufe he bad been wholly 


15 unaequainted in Sub family, I ſhould have 


imagined, that he had made profeſſions: of paſ- 


ion to * eh Nie they had taken an i 

on her; and that nothing but 20 bei deprived 
of the man ſhe loved by ker mother, could 
have thrown her — the deſpait 1 fa mM” 
in z but ſuch a ſuggeſtion appearing; to hay 

no ground, becauſe I had — — 
5 caation, ſcarce ever. ſuffering her to be out 


1 5 was certain ſne could have no oppor- 
tunity 26f tiſtening its; 


at! tbithink:: but 


not able to min im a ſuſpence I ſo painful, 


Ficemmanded here totelate me the truth 
wichout raſerve; ef all — 9 

m n : 
e r | 


_ alledge ag: 
lar, St 


Martamont. A flood of tears; werb the only 
. 82 Aoabett W nnn, _ 


y fight'lwhile ſhe continued in town; | 
\ declarations: of 


- 


id « 
E is 


— 
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to this interrogatory; but when with: much 
diſbenity, ſhe oy, teaſe of e 
 employediit, in rms lig thæſe: Madam, 
, they: 9 are my thought, it ãs mo 
late to reveal / them, ches irrevocable knot ig 
ty d, the diſcovery I had to make, a 66 —4 
8 Marramont from obtaining the'title | 
now: enjoys, but canneti takt it from Ane 
permit me, therefore, to ene in ſome 
remote retirement, Where I may neyer ſee, 
nor hear anyc thing of a union ſa deſtauctive 
tomy peace; and fon the ſake of your on de 
ite ne * hat, if revealed, muſt 
5 kae ae in eternal diſeontent, and woes 
inferior to thoſe which rend my ſoul, 
muſt believe ſuch anſurers Ware far from 
hing my; reſolu eſolution of being ſatisfied, 
ahn infited:on- bein Satan. wth al the 
earneſtiteſß was eapablacd; exprefbngsbut all 
I could: ſay being inc vain, alithatganibe con; 
ceived of indignation was mort, of what 4 EN 


_ - and perociving thiat neither threatnings 


; { * 
. a 


perſuaſions 3 iT lefty her wah, he 
ſevereſt aurſe my page could invent on her 

_ Giſobedience--b my retutn tu the room 
where: IhaddeftMerramons,: 1 found him in 2 
paiturs;of the amt diſcantant:: a ſenn 2 


her ſaw me enter beo roſe front this chair 


im in [his N e e ogkifig 
. 2 ell, dun yr hes 
hat tas! etaodaclaged? Are. we to part t 


with alb cher marks: eee 25 


— 
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in an uncertainty more ſevere than death it- 
ſelf could be. No, Marramont, anſwered I, 


it is Lalone am doomed to endure the racks of 
doubt, for ſure you are but too gfiilty ' of 
ſome ſecret crime hic Philetta knows, but 


will not utter, but What her want of duty 


makes her refuſe to reveal; letime- obtain from 
your affection, be your: guilt: af the blackeſt 


and moſt detefted kind, I ßwear by heaven, 


never to upbraid you with it, if from your» 
ſelf:T: know it. if therefore, continued I; 


there is ought in your whole life unworth 


the character 4 of honour, as I much 


fear there is, confeſs it now, and merit par- 


don. Here I ceas d, expecting his reply; 
but inſtead of Siving me one, he remained in 


2 fed poſture, his eyes caſt down, bis brows | 


bent, and all the ſymptoms of deep-revolving 
thought. Tis certain, indeed, that. many 
and various emotions were then at war with- 
in, him; and that the: reaſon of: his: ſilence 
was, thatche could not determine in what man- 


ner it was beſt for him to anfwer; I ſtood 
looking on him for ſome moments, witheut 


reiterating my adjurations, and the more 1 


obfarved him, the more metiwught Lſawꝭ the 


males af guilt upon him, but of whine kind 
It was far from being able te form anν5 


| e, 3 atdaſt, impatient — — 


Frcs Mg requeſt; that if-conſcious 
dn had. rendered him um- 


8 of ' the; title: of huſbanty or mo 


Ot Nt RON to . nh 


* 


— 
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* 
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had expreſt to ſee him, as ſuch, he would 


reveal it, more than once-repeating the-vaw 


wich more aſſurance 


I before had made, never to reproach him 
with it. At theſe words, look ing in my face 
n he had done before, 
I have done, faid be, 


I: know of nothing 


- which ſhould: ſubject me to the 


| anger of 
Celeſina, and if i have offended Philetta, it 


muſt be wholly-a fin,of i morance. Can this 
beitruen reſumed I. Nathing can more ſo, 
replied he; and to confirm you it lis, 1 
Wear by, all hopes of — neſs here and 


hereafter, that never did 1 knowingly do 


thing which ſbould incur the diſpleaſure 


5 | any: 
of Celeſina or Philetta. Then ſure, cried I, 
ſome fury has poſſeſt the mind of that un- 


happy +0 and it" is to phyſick, not reproofs, 


we muſt have recourſe for the cure of, her 


- difeaſel;: We had ſocme farther diſcourſe, 
much to the ſame purpoſe; he by repeated 


oaths convincing me that there | was nothing 


in reality to accuſe him of, I began in good 


earneſt to- think her brain was diſordered, 


and went to bed with a teſolution of nd 


ingi the next morning for a 


phyſician 


But, alas J. before I: could: do Io, the fatal my- 
ety was revealed, and I'was near bein aud 
reduced to that condition I believed 


= 322 ſomething to ſay to Marramont, who i 


* 


ving paſt the night in great inquietudes, 


ws nſen before me, and had retired himſelf 
— his cloſet; I went thither- to him, -find- 


* ** ä the 
1 bw” key- 


5 left bim to fi 


| — Aud mer Wr engaged in 


Writing; ks ſoon- as I. knocked, he put the 
5 N into bis pocket, and opened the 


1 took no notice'df what I had obſeru- 
ed; but hiavi hy Eg pies whit I had to ſay, 
8 what he had been about : 
bdeing ſeized, however, with an unhappy 
curiolity of diſc ering what he endeavour- 
ed to keep ſecret, 
lery, having ſtill/ an ene to his clöſet: in 
ſiome little time ſafter, 1 heard his bell rin 
8 on which, a ſervant coming, he ordered, 


chat one wu had attended him before his 


with me; ſhould" be called; which 


| " coniinthd'being obeyed, 1 faw the fellow 


80 in, and Wied return with a let- 


der in his hand, which as ſoon as he ſaw 


mie he Eeheealed' in his ſleeve. I ſaid nothing, 
but turned from him as though I obſerved 


him not, with a deſign to call one of my. | 


people, to Watch where he went, not doubt- 


en but he was going abroad, to carry that 


letter to ſome place where it was directed; 


but he ſaved me that trouble, for before 


I could fpeak to b er holy, I, faw him turn 
the other Way, a pair of ſtairs 


- which led to hilerts's * kant: I had no 


2 However, of his going into her 
f and was {till proſecuting my de- 
Fig of 5 er Es bim withheld: til} I heard 
Kim open her Moen: which, by reaſon of 
3 fault in the lock, made 4 _ than 


. noiſe: 85 8 the. e * was + 


in; 


loitered about the gal- | 


wy 
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in; tho I gave. myſelf no time to 3 


but flying up an met the fellow coming 
down: as ſoon as I entered Philetta' s room, 


I ſaw her with à letter in ber hand, 


Which ſnarching haſtily from her, 1 bound, 
le conhulion, be e 


8 5 . 5 4 * Wan — — <P 
8 - « 2 th ee brite, 
| 5 | 5 2 351 01 
I $ «ct b to - 0 ke 3 
40 repent the wror 725 Ihave done you, I 
. £6 dare believe you are ſufficently.convinced by 


« your own reaſon, that nothing can be more 

© dreadful to my remembrance—it was. in- 
cc deed a {in to treat you i in the.manner I did, 
not knowing 2 to be Philetia; but fure : 


e that ſin is doubly panes, . in. finding 
"6 you the Jaughtes of Celeſina my ver 
« ſoul is torn with Fn unurterable, 
4 pity you, and oh would to heaven it were 


z 


« could back time, and make the guilty 


„ moment of your ruin to have never been; 


* hut as it cannot be, as the inquiry I have 


cc done vou 5 irreparable, and neither 


< prayers,. nor ſighs, nor tears, nor eyen the 


ce death of the offender, can make you: leſs 


5 46 undone, expoſe not yourſelf to be revenged 


He 60 on me; as wm have 9 e cal 
$ g one 


4 « 


* 4 . 
8 
— 


in my power to do more; gladly would I 
e lay fires life, if by chat ſacrifice 1 


mz; 9 
1 a 
Fr sf 5 
"2 


—— 
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* . the woes you cannot remedy, and 


5 remember that in diſeloſing them, you muſt 


ts involve the beſt of mothers, the virtuous 


; 3 . a 


1 Oeleſina, in the fame WC with her 


huſband, IS 5 0 
1 55 oy = The guilty, but 15 Ne 


. K ae < ervly penitent 
je =o „ Manxzanonur,” | 


| . is not * my pow-er to tell you in whit : 


e L was ſeized at reading this, a ſud- 


#4 


— 


den mixture of rage, ſurprize, and grief, 
ascompanied by a horror flowing from them 
; alth overwhelmed: my ſpirits, and [ fell faint= 
ing on the floor, unable to utter one word; 
. Wy women were immediately called to my 
- -afbiftance,' who, with Philetta, in a ſhort. time 


; £ -» recovered me. Marramont hearing L was: in 


fits, «notwithſtanding the: reluQtance he had 
to appear before Philetta, came alſo up, whom 
Ino ſooner ſaw, than diſmiſſing my atten- 

dants, Monſter, cried-I'to him, canſt thou 
behold the ſcene of ruin thou haſt caufed, 
and not run mad to think what extremities. 
of puniſhments thy crime muſt have incurred 
from provoked heaven ? Doſt thou not trem 
ble, wretch ?: O in what hidden ſtore 
houſe do the avenging thunders lie condealed? 
Are all the elemental fires extinguiſhed, that 
thou with face erect ſtandeſt here, living and 


r of the wrongs WI . done? 
F 2 Many 


— — 
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Many more exclamations of the like nature 
broke from my tempeſtuous paſſions, by which, 
2s Well as by — of his own letter (which 
lay qpen on the table) he knew his crime was 
diſcovered, and remorſe. and ſhame at onee 
aſſailing Him, with agitations too violent to 
ſuſtain, he drew his ſword, and had that mo- 
ment plunged it in his breaſt, had not the 
terror of murder, prevailing above all other 
Lonſiderations, made me fly to him and ſtop. 


his hand Forbear, cried I, nor ſend thy- 


ſelf ſo raſhly into-immediate perdition 
Art thou à Chriſtian, and dareſt thou have 
fecourſe to this heatheniſh remedy? Theſe 
words (Which as be has ſinee confeſt) he im- 
puted more to my tenderneſs than religion, 
| 3 much diſfipated-that deſpair, which before 
& taken poſſeſſion of his ſoul, and with 
a countenance more enlivened, Tx am nal 
enough, ſaid he, that this is not the way t 


_ _ expiate my crime; but oh! bow can 1 


hope high heaven will forgive it, when 
| rp woman, and my wife, refuſes to 
do ſo:— Let, continued he, when you 
mall know how little my cooler thoughts had 
to do in the crime I have acted, vu will 
perhaps confeſs it not ſo enormous as at pre · 
ent it appears — even to Philetta's ſelf 

I will _— 8 1 date 


88 profence "ris; but all-od-udals onkea | 
8 odious to nn —8 


leave 
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teaye:you; to be informed, at full, of the ſad 
truth. With theſe words he went out of 
the room, and L again commanded Philetta 
to relate the ſtory, which, after having uſhered 
im what ſhe was. about to ſay, with a. "flood of 
tears, ſhe began in this manner: | 
Since, madam, ſaid ſhe, the moſt ſhocking | 
part of the affair is but too, plainly. revealed, 
Lought indeed, in juſtice to Marramont, to 
diſcloſe the reſt, and ſhew; how far my 
en folly has provoked. my ruin 0 
that it; were no ſhame to you, I would pro- 
claim it to the world, that fo all unwary 
virgins might by my fate take warning, 
nor hazard fame and honour for the — 
eation of a childiſh humour; but, madam, 
continued ſhe, not to detain your attention 
by the. fruitleſs reflections I have ſince made, a 
young: lady. in the neighbourhood where I 
ws, happening to be at a window, ſaw at a 
ſome; people making hay; never did 

I perceive ſuch, ſymptoms of a perfect felici» 
_ city; as among them, they ſat down when they 
ſeemed. Hou of labour, and drinking to each 
other out of à leather bottle, appeared ſo 
ſociable and pleaſed with 3 condition, 
that we could not avoid tal ing notice of- 
it, and falling into ſome diſeourſe on the 
miſtaken happineſs which; waits, on, gran 
deux, it came into our: heads: to; experience 
what ſort of contentments thoſe were which 
are to be found in low, life. —— In pur 
| Kannen W we dreſt ours 
; ES 4 ſelves. 


a 
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"elves the next day in habits; ſuch as the 


meaneſt ſort of country-women wear; each 
had her rake, ſtraw-hat, and little bag of 
proviſion by her ſide; thus accoutred, none 
- queſtioned: if we were real hay-makers or not, 
and we were employed as ſuch; but when 
we were at work, by our aukwardneſs we 
were eaſily diſcovered to underſtand nothing 
of the matter; and the flouts we received on 
that account from thoſe who were profici- 
ents, were pleafant enough, and afforded us 
a vaſt deal of diverſion 3' as it did alſo to hear 
the converſation among themſelves; which 
proves how great a defipht variety affords, 
_ bnee for the Lake of that, we could chuſe an 
entertainment in itſelf ſo little worthy our 
regard, or had we been confined to bear, un- 
ſupportable to our enduring. The day paſ- 
ſed over, nor were we fo weary of the amuſe- 
ment, but that we ſtayed till there were no 
_ other perſons left in the field: when we per- 
ceived every body was gone, we began to 
think of returning home, but not apprehend- 
ing any danger, moved but flowly on, ſome- 
times ſinging, ſometimes talking as we went, 
when all on a ſudden we met a gentleman, 
well mounted, and attended by one ſervant; 
hearing our mirth, and taking us no doubt 
for what we ſeemed, he began to talk to us in 
u very free manner, which we anſwering, as 
we imagined the perſons we repreſented would 
Have done, he grew more bold, and ſpoke 
ſuch things, as, had we appeared in our own 


_ - 


ſhapes, we muſt have highly reſented ; but as 
we were only laughed at, either not replying 
at all, or in ſuch a way as made him think 
greater liberties might be taken without 
much offence, and being pretty warm with 
liquor, he jumped off his horſe, and bidding 
his man take care of the other girl, catched 
me in his arms, and began to kiſs and em- 
brace me with ſo much vehemence, that I, 
who was far from ſuſpecting any ſuch mat- 
ter, grew prodigiouſly- alarmed——in fine, 
he bore me, in ſpite of all the reſiſtance I 
could make, into a little thicket, at the far- 
ther end of the field, where, though I then 
conjured him to deſiſt, told him I was a maid 
of quality, who, if he perſiſted in his rude- 
neſs, wanted not thoſe who would revenge 
me on his preſumption: he was deaf to my 
cries,” and my entreaties, and too powerful for 
my ſtrength, by force perpetrated all that 
can undo a virgin.— The fatal deed compleat- 

ed, how vain was it for me to threaten or per- 
uade; yet was I thundring out the former, 
and had doubtleſs ſaid enough to make him 
know who Þ was, if his ſervant had not come, 
- galloping on one horſe and leading the other 

in his hand, to inform him, that the noiſe 
Land my companion had made, had reached 
the ears of ſome paſſengers, who had alarmed 


| the country, and that it was beſt for him to 


get away with all ſpeed; the advice was fol- 
lowed by my raviſher, he mounted, and 1 
had no ſooner loſt- ſight: of him, than I be- 
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beeld the: young lady, who had been my 
partner in this wild ffolick, come toward 
me, followed by a troop: of ruſticks; their 
coming, as ſhe afterwards informed me, had 
obliged the fellow, Who held her, to let her. 
go, on which ſhe conducted them in ſearch ' 
of me. I preſently aſked, if ſhe had received 
any ill uſage. from the man, but ſhe denying 
that ſhe: had, I thought it would be improper 
to make her a confident of what had happened 
to me, judging, that as the misfortune was not 
to be remedied, ta expoſe it to the world 
would not take away, but add to the miſery | 
of my condition; but how much I ſuffered- 
in my own mind, tis eaſy for you to judge, 
who have educated me in the ſtricteſt rudi- 
ments of virtue, and taught me to think only 
with ſhame and deteſtation on thoſe ne 
raptures to which, though: unwillingly, I. 
had been aiding. kept: my ,diſcontents;: 
however, cloſe veiled from the: malt; prying) 
obſervers, nor did any one ſo much as gueſs; 
the ruin I had ſuſtained: by this unknowin be- 
trayer, as then he was; but long, alas] did he: 
not continue ſo, a great horſe- race happen- 
ing to be in that part of the country, at 
which moſt of the nohility and gentry de- 
ſigning to be preſent, and had a perſon of my. 
well known quality not been ſa, I thought: it! 
would appear too ſtrange not to make people 
form conjectures of the cauſe, which though 
it was impoſſible the right ſhould be hit up- 
on, might have been no way to my advan= 
Sig: . | tage; 


5 MMVVDVITR.X:: ww 
tage; in, ſnort, madam, I went, and almoſt the 
fnſt object wllich preſented: itſelf: to me, Was. 
my raviſher. ee. 1 keep myſelf. from 
fainting. at his ſight, but. recovering as well 
as: L could from my ſurpriſe, . curioſity and 
perhaps a mixture of: ſomething: elſe, ſince - 
5 extinguiſhed, . made me enquire his name, 

which the perſon: whom [, aſked! immedi- 
ately told me was Marramont:: I pereeived he 
looked: intently. on my face; but: whether he 
knew me for the country, maid, or-whether-- 
the difference af habit: diſguiſed me from his 
penetration, it: muſt be from himſelf you muſt 
be informed, Lam entirely ĩgnorantꝭ nor did 


1: I;from: thias day: ever- fee him, till:; beheld | 


him your:huſband1; dreadful. reſlecti- 
an l. But nat to duell upon it, in fome - 
months after Iireceived your letter, er mee 5 
ing me- to appear at the ſolemnity of: 
nuptials with this. Marramont. Great: od + 
was ever hogror equal ta what I felt; atnews ; 
 ſo:aſtoniſhing,; ſo diſtracting i i writ immedi | 
ately thoſe incoberena lines, which had they 
reaqhed you im time, I'kwow not but might 
bavesbeen forcible enough to haue prevented 
aunion ſaidetefiable; to the:laws: off heaven 
1 but ſo it ewas decreed by fate and 
the in genius of our. Tig, done, 
nor can the miſchef ever be repaired. 
Thus, ſaid Celeſina, did che ſorrowful-Phiz - | 
5 lattacfincſhrtheapcount of mine and her own , 


55 miĩsfortune ; to which I anſwered but little: 
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of her conduct deprived her of the one, and the 
miſery to which it had reduced her, left me 
not the power to do the other; I went from 
her into the chamber of Marramont, reſolv- 
ing to have the ſtory alſo from his mouth, 
which I found agreed exactly with that ſhe had 
told me; he only adding; "That having been 
at a horſe-race,' where getting the better of 
_ His antagoniſt, he had been obliged to treat 
half the country, and having drank too large- 
1y himſelf, was Hos capable of liſtening to 
the dictates of his reaſon, or of diſcovering 
whether Philetta was what ſne appeared to be 
by her habit, or not. He ſaid alſo, that he 
had ſeen her at a ſecond match of that na- 
ture, and though dreſt and accompanied in a 
mannet altogether different from that in which 
he met her before, yet he remembered enough 
of the lovely country girl, to know her in 
the fine lady; but that though he enquired of 
ſeveral people who ſhe was, he was not able 
to learn either her name, or. family, and 
there fore could have no notion that ſhe was 
my daughter. I was not inſenſible that he 
was ſo far innocent, yet was the ſhock too 
terrible to be ſuſtained; I fell into ſuch: vio- 
tent convulſions, that my life was: deſpaired 
oh, and my brother, the abbot de Vermille, 
being ſent for, it was to him I related the 
© cauſes of the condition he found me in, and 


from him I had all the ſpiritual comfort 


which I could have expected from ſo near a 
telation, and ſo great a prieſt. He talked: to 
2 8 F Mar- 


be revived ; which advice being fi 


enn, oy 
| Marramont, and found him ſo truly grieveds- 
that he afforded him à ſhare of his pity» 
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equal to that he allowed me after ſome time 


of conſideration, he perſuaded me to endea- 
vour to forget, as much as poſſible, an evil 
which was without a remedy, and that ſince 
the crime of Marramont had been involuntary, 
and had ſince been expiated by ſevere pe- 
nances, and a ſincere contrition, I ought to 
pardon it, and live with him as my hufband: 


as for Philetta, he reſolved to take her un- 
der his care, and ſhe being extremely ſatis- 


fied with the propoſal, was carried to a mo- 
naſtry, where ſhe waits but till the time of 
probation is expired, to become a nun; and 


becàuſe it is abſolutely neceſſary to keep do- 


meſtick misfortunes from the knowledge of 


the world, and ſome buſy people inſinuating 


that my indiſpoſition proceeded from fome 


the marriage feaſtings and 2 ſhould 
0 


the manner you ſee, I believe there now are 


none who imagine that either Marramont or 
jew repent the union we have made. But 


wed in- 


5 ſeeret diſguſt to Marramont, it was thought 
proper by my brother, that on my recoverx 


„Miramillia! purſued ſhe, do you believe 5 


my heart has any ſhare in the gaities of my 
behaviour? Muft not the ruin of an only 
Child, and the reflection that it is brought on 
her by the man whom I have made my huſ- 


band, gnaw me with unceaſing anguiſh ?: Are 


wo the greateſt exjoyments I have with him 


curxſt ? 
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curſt ?——Muſt not my. foul be torn with the 
moſt poignant anguiſh ?. Can J conſider 5 
bim as the undoer of Philetta without hor- 
ror and deteſtation, and can I. look on him 
as my huſband; without tenderneſs Alas. 
ſo ee is the circumſtance, I dare nei- 
ther ſay I love or hatahim, and yet do both 
am guilty alike to Marramont and Philetta,—. 
Rity me, Miramilla, and if there be. in nature: 
the means of conſolation, teach me: to. find 
it, elſe, ſhortly, wilt thou ſeg. thy wretched 
friend oppreſt and ſunk beneath cher weight of 
woe, to riſe no more. 
A flood of tears end this melan- 
choly hiſtory, and Miramillia, indeed, in- 
ſtead of receiving comfort herſalf, was obliged: 
to uſe her utmoſf endaavburs to afford it tua an- 
other. Sha ſtayed ſome tine with her, but 
her on ſorrows. reminding her, that to: Neg»: 
lect: the proſecution af het, daſign was; not 
the way to. alleviate them, ſhe. Anh i her leave, 
though ee a of regroton:Qeles. | 
ſina's fide... ov 
It was ſome n Lad 1d+think of) 
a fourth perſon to:whom. ſhe.could:apply with. 
8 ikelihoad of ſucceis, the knowledge; of: 
r. goodnature and diſcretion having niads, 
her the eonfident of many ſecret woes which! 
were unknown ta the generality of cha mord; 
ſhe) was nat therefore ſo eaſily. deci ted by ap- 
pearances as ther people ſometimes are, and 
as ſhe uſould net addreſs to any ane hut where 
ſhe. had. a * e I -fquad: 
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ſome difficulty in reſolying where next ſhe 


ſhould: have recourſe; but running over in a 
moment the ; whole claſs; of; her ,ACqQUAIN+' 


tance, ſhe — herſelf of one ho ſeem- 
ed to live in perfect eontentment, though very 
much inferior in the goods of. fortuge, to 


ob whom ſhe already had made trial of 


therefore made ng delay, but ordering her 
chariot to be got ready, went immediately to 
the houſe; of Bellazaza, for ſo this lady was 
called: at hex arrival there the-found..every 
thing in its uſual-orger, a little family we 
governed, every thing neat, and though no 
ſuperfluity appeared, an handſome competency 
of all neceſſaries might be ſeem throughout the 
whole houſe. Bella zůara, and her huſband An- 


tonius, ſeemed: to live, te ether in ſo. perfect 
a harmony, theis, wills, their deſires, ſo much 
the ſame, aàs if one ſaul informed them both ſo 


ſueet a tenderneſs in their ; behayjour; to 
each other, that this, afflicted mother once 
more flattered: herſelf that ſhe was at the: end 


of hex ſearch, and: that in, this middle ſtate of 
life Was to bei found, Mhat ſhe; had vainly 
ſought among: thergreat. She was not, long 
before: ſhe communicated the intent, of hes 
uit, but had no ſoonen ſpoke it; thag.in.the 


couhtenance of her fair friend, ſhe; read 


hen diſappgintmgnt—a, gloomy penſiveneſs 


oyerſpreadithat face, Which was ſo lately co- 
vered; with ſerenity, and a ſad-ſighipraclaimed 
her: contentment but diſſembled. What! 


eried Miramillia, muſt -I be ſtill ta ek; Has 
| Bella 
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Bellazara too ſome ſecret woe, which hinders 
her from an ability to ſerve me? Or do you 
feign a diſquiet which yeu do not feel, to 


avoid relieving the real diſtreſſes of my af- 


flicted ſoul? She uttered this with ſo much 
paſſion, that the other truly commiſerating 
her condition, and at the ſame time reflecting 


on ber own, the misfortunes of which were 


revived by this demand, burſt into a flood of 


 tears}' which for ſome time left her not the 


liberty of ſpeech; but when it was reſtored, 


Oh! Miramillia, ſaid ſhe; ceaſe to accuſe me of 


a diſpoſition to which my nature is the moſt 


averſe; heaven knows how great a pleaſure 


it would be to me to give you comfort, with 


bow much joy I would*undertake the moſt 


Jifcult things for your ſatisfaction, much 


more ſo eaſy, fo trifling à one as this. There 


Was a time, indeed, purſued The, weeping 


again, when I could have boaſted a tranquil- 


lity of mind ſufficient for your purpoſe, 


when all my thoughts were innocence and 
Jove, and peace and joy, but, oh! thoſe gol- 


Len days are ſſed for ever from me, guilt, 


ame, and horror, now make my troubled 
meditations eternal tumults rage in my diſ- 


| ordered breaſt, and I but wear a forced tranquil- 


lity without. The ſurpriſe which theſe words 
gave Miramillia was vifible in all her air, ſhe 
ed ſtedfaſtly on her, without being able to 


urtter a word, butt laſt, weighing the meaning 


—— 
* 
— 
%. 
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of What ſhe had ſaid, I am ſorry, anſwered ſhe, 
that 1 am miſtaken"in my opinion! of your 


1 happi- 
* 
5 ; n ws... p . : 4 8 5 1 g 


*\ENQUEIRY.-: -.- x2 
happineſs, but much more ſo, that you have 
any reaſon to accuſe yourſelf for not being ſo. 
I always thought the virtue of Bellazara 
would have defended her from any of thoſe 
inward remorſes which ſeem to make your 
woe. Oh! madam, reſumed the other, I am 
a wretch whoſe miſeries would puzzle conjec- 
ture to form any idea of; yet am I not cri- 
minal in my wiſhes. —Heaven knows how 

much | hate and ſcorn the ſin 1 am forced to 
act, yet do ſuch dreadful circumſtances con- 
eur to the continuance of it, that I cannot, 
dare not, reſolve againſt it. The aſtoniſhment 
which Miramillia Had before been in being 
extremely heightened by this exclamation, ſhe 
p - Intreated, that fince ſhe had ſaid ſo much, ſhe 
* would proceed to the relation of the whole ſad 
truth, aſſuring her by repeated aſſeverations, 
that ſhe never would reveal it. The good na- 
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ture and prudence of this lady was fo well 
known to the perſon to whom ſhe ſpoke, that 
ſhe made no ſcruple of complying with her re- 

_ queſt; and after allowing herſelf * few mo- 

ments to recollect what ſhe was about to ſay, 
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>. began to ſatisfy the impatient curioſity. of her 


friend in theſe or the like terms, 
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* 0 3 u res, FAO laid the, chat r 


vag horn of parents more eminent for 
ir deja and the good offices they had 


the honour to do the ſtate, than for the great- 


neſs of their patrimany : they were not, how- 
ever, ſo deſtitute of the goods of fortune, but 
chat at the death of my father, I found myſelt 
it pofſeffion, of faificient, to ſupport. me in a. 
handfome manner, If Ieoptinued as I; was, 
though not to entitle me to any expectations . 
in marri equal with my Piech; for which. 
reaſon I'refolved never = think of i it, and be. 
cauſeT 29404 gie nobod 775 n n : 
NE into my cireumſtagces, I lived 908 
mother in the moſt retired. manner, neig 
viſiting, nor receiving, viſits from any but 
thoſe who were of dur kindred. As I had ne- 
ver ſeen an object capable of inſpiring me with 
a tender paſſion,” I had not the le regret at 
the neceffity there appeared of remaining in a 
- fingle ſtate, till one day happening to beat our 


Lady's chapel, I ſaw a gentleman who appear- 


o me of ſo exact 2 * and 8 
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ſo very e engaging, in 8 y little Sen and 
motion, that my heart became inſenſi Ne 
ſnared, and I faid to myſelf, Good | 
that I were worthy. the affections of 0 
charming chevalier. . I confeſs. my, thoughts 
were. ſo, wholly. taken up with him, that I 
could regard I 3 I fancied alſo that 


hechad taken particular notice of me, and that 


he might the more do ſo, I let my veil ja off 


ag if by accident, and. diſcovered my face to 


him, when I perceived his eyes were fixed on 
me; but my vanity had no inconſiderable mor- 
tification, when. preſently, after I ſaw. him quit 
the chapel : I-cannot expreſs the inward. vexa- 
tion this action gave me; I was once or twice 
about to leave the place, but my reaſon remind- 
ing me how: — it wouſd be in a; perſon, 


of:my ſax to 50 out of a church 9 5 0 ding, 


Nee 


ſervice ws finiſhed, L remained wh 

but with inſupportable- agonies. C 
ts be releaſed, that I might go home and in- 
dulge:my:'diſpontent; for. 2 1 done, to 


my Nx de, ing Was yet inſenſible that 1 5 | 
: | 


awiag ta: ſofter paſſion: but. Kare had 
removed a dozenpages-from.the chapel, 
l on ſome, oęcaſion to, look: — — I 


ſaw the man, who had- already, given me 1 | 


much pain, behind: me at a little diſtance; L 
| turned; away; my head with ſame. ſcorn, Et 
then imagining he followed me with an 105 


ſignz hut when Lcame to my o door, 


him ſtanding appoſite to it, and as ſoon ag 1 


psterived Taten notige A made PEA 
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low bow, and returned the way he came. 1 
was convinced by this action, that I had been 
miſtaken in his ſentiments, and thathe left the 


church with no other view than to be ready 
to obſerve where I went; and it is altogether 


impoſſible for me to make you ſenſible of what 


I felt, unleſs to aid my faint deſcription, you 
call back in idea thoſe pleaſing. thrillings 
which took poſſeffion of your heart when firſt 
you found yourſelf beloved by him wWwho was 
the worthy father of that ſon whoſe Joſs you 
16 truly deplore. All that can be conceived 
of the joys of love were mine at that tranſ- 
porting inſtant: but, alas! they were too fleet- 
ing and inſiacere. When I retired to my- 
chamber, intending to indulge the rapturous 
meditation, the remembrante of the meanneſs 
of my fortune: changed my late fancied \hea«: 
ven into à real bell Wpnt, faid I to myſelf, 
if my petfon appears: amiabie in bis eyes, if 
dur circumſtances are diſproportionate or if 
they ſhould prove equal, how little the proba- 
bility that he will be content to quit the grand 
pu its of liſe, and live in low obſcurity mere 
ly for tlie ſake of love p. No cried I again, the 
+2 nature of mankind is changed ſince that bleſt 
time when love made all their happineſs. 
It is intereſt now governs that ſordid ſex; but 
wit and beauty have the 27720 Pare un their 
Wiſhes. =o. 
With theſe kind of refleQio ions s did 1 e 55 
| myſelf all that night, but early the next'morn- 
ing hy 'maid- brought & letter Wy" bed-ſide, 
7 which 
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: which as near as I can remember contained 
theſe lines. 1 


6 To tht ef adorable Bata 


cc MONG the crowd of adofers which 


6c attend the divine Bellazara whereſo- 
cc 


= 


* 


the lateſt but moſt paſſionate of all that vow 
“ themſelves your ſlaves. I came yeſterday 
© to pay worhip to that virgin ſaint to whom 
#1 the chapel is dedicated, but the form of my 
© devotions were on the ſight of your hea- 
et venly face transferred from an ideal to a pre- 
ce ſent ſhrine, Too rudely, I fear to be for- 
given, did I purſue your ſteps, that I might 
c diſcover the name of my new goddeſs, and 
know henceforward where to pay my ado- 
cc rations to her. Iwill not go about to de- 
cc lineate perfections which you can better be 
4 informed of by your glaſs than by my faint 
$6] defeription, nor that the paſſion they have 
0 NG is ſuch as can only be conſiſtent 
© with the ſtricteſt honour, ſincs the character 
ce of Bellazara is ſufficient to ſtrike dead all 
«© prophane and impure defires. I want<but 
ec an opportunity to convince you of the ſin- 
* cerity and holy zeal of mine, and to infpire 
«you, if poſſible, with ſome pity for my ſuf- 
“c ferings,—Permit me, then, oh heavenly 
e maid !'to'throw a bleeding heart beneath 
* your feet, and in your preſence breathe out 
4 the tender e of a TR Which as 


1 66 none 
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ever ſhe goes, you, perhaps, remarked not 
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I. none but you. can infpire ig ſa.ſuperlative a; 

degree, fo alſo can be felt by none ſo much 
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Ohl if; your gentle heart as yet has ever 
< gueſſed what it is to love and to deſpair, be- 
<< lieve;my-labqurs in the pangs of both, and 
ein compaſſton to my woes, afford an anſwer 

to cheſe diſtracted line. 


Ng ether, beart; but ons equaliy-enflamged 
like mine cag be capable of, conceiving: What 
I felt.at the reeeipt ofithis letter; I read ĩt a- 
Sin and again, with tranſporte not to be ex 
_ preſſed—withraptares almoſt wild and fran- 
ticks and L knew not when I ſhould: have re- 
covered myſel fi from them, or been able to give. 
over, the de igbhtful employment, if my maid 5 
hedinot interrupted; met in it, by telling me 
that the perſon : hõõ brought the letter waited 
for an anſwer. - Theſe words, a little brought 
me to myſelf, and I 'grew-aſhamed. that L had 
been ſo much elated with a declaration of this. 
kind, from a man who was a perfect ſtranger 
to me, and perhaps might have made it only. . 
or amuſement, and to try whether that cha- 
paces; ol reſerve; k had maintained, * 4 
8 2 


24 
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ching more than a pretence. This f 
ade me reſolve to be very cautious in 45 
er I. rephed, and calling for paper, I 
Tat up 1 in my hed and wrote in theſe terms. 


4 
727 
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TT 2 look like an affectation, which 

I would by all means avoid being 
Js guilty of, to ſay that I was ſur- 
de e at the receipt of a letter ſuch as 
es urs; I know very well that nothing is 
40 themſelves this way, but as have hitherto 
e given no one any occaſion to be merry at 
© the, expence of my reputation, I am ſtill 
* too well armed by my virtue to fear it.— 
4e If, therefore, you are ſo well, acquainted 
W with my character, as you would inſinuate, 
< you would be ſenſible, that while I have a 
«© mother living, it is only by her commands 
cc I can be influenced to admit viſits on the 
* ſcore you mention. I think myſelf obliged, 
e however, for the good opinion you ſeem to 


* 
c 


c have of me, and, if realy ſhall not be re- 


0 «ado to make a return When permitted 
Foe 1 do 0, e the enen | 
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How yeey e hah ndiellous are 


8 thoughts of dovers! 11 no ſooner ſent 
"A 7 | : . this 


common chan for gentlemen to divert 


Fd 


— 
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this away, than I repented what I had done; 
£ 5 ö 5 L Som ge Hin} bg 515 

lometimes I thought it too cold, and at others 
1 imagined: the concluſion contained an en- 


couragement which was not. conſiſtent with 


diſcretion, —I feared to loſe him, and yet 
dreaded to give him hopes which might make 
him think me 'cheap;—in ſuch perplexities 
was -my mind involved, that finding myſelf 


not able to conceal them, I pretended. a ſlight 


-indifpolition, and kept my bed. My mother, 


who loved me with all imaginable tenderneſs, 
being told of it, came into my chamber, and 


would not ſtir from me, though, indeed, at 
that time I ſhould have been better pleaſed 
with her abſence, nothing being ſo welcome 

ta a love-ſick heartꝭ as an opportunity to in- 
dülge itſelf with the dear idea. My pretence 
of x 5 


head-ach hindered her, however, from 


Apecking me to ſpeak much, or from enter- 
taining me with any diſcourſes to the preju- 
dice of my contemplations. I was notwith- 


Kanding very well ſatisfied; when a ſervant 
entleman deſired to ſpeak 
room and me to the en- 


with her, ſhe left th 


tire freedom of my 'own cogitations. But 


how. infinitely more than ever tumultuous 


Would they have' been, had any ſecret fimpa- | 
15 js informed me to whom it was ſhe was 
call 


alled down, and on what ſcore. The truly 
_enamhoured Antonius thinking: the beſt proof 


of his paſſion was obedience, had no ſooner 
_... conſidered my letter, than he came to our 
"houſe, and in ſuch moving terms ſollicited 


«of * g : on 
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my mother for the approbation of his ſuit, 
and leave to viſit me, that ſhe was perfectly 

Charmed with his behaviour, and finding by 
3 . 7H 177 £3 EY'Y i 11 
the relation he gave bY of himſelf, that he 

. was of equal, birth, and of a fortune not ſo 


_ "ha as to make him contemn my want, nor 


Jo mean as to require the aſſiſtance of a wife 
to enable him to live in a handſome, though 
not in a grand manner, looked on his propo- 
ſals as my happineſs, and aſſured him, that if 
on enquiring into his character, ſhe found it 
ſuch as the expected, ſhe would not be want- 
ing in her endeavours to make me think as 
well of him as he wiſhed, © 


le was no ſooner gone, than ſhe returned 
to my chamber, and gave me an account of 
. all that paſſed, and the new conqueſt I had 
made; his diſcretion having kept him from 
. revealing a word of the letter he had ſent me, | 
or that he had received from me. It was well 

for me that I was in bed, ſhadowed with the 
. Curtains, elfe the confuſion of my thoughts 
between ſurprize and joy, muſt have infalli- 
_ bly diſcloſed itſelf in my face, and my mo- 
ther would in a moment have diſcovered the 


weakneſs of my ſoul. © 


p Fe” * 


She failed not to enquire among her ac- 


quaintance the character of Antonius, and 
finding every thing anſwerable to her wiſhes, 
me commanded me as a mother, and adviſed 
me as a friend, to receive him in a manner 
becoming his worth, and the paſſion he had 
expreſſed for me. She ſet forth the advan- 
7% ²»] 33 923 8008 
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Fel ed to him 


—— 
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tages and comforts of a married tate, And en- 
forced 8 inſults to which our helpleſs ex 


. are expo ed, and from Which there is no ſure 
6 defence but. 4 500d huſband, with fo ſtrenuous 


an air, that had 1 been as much averſe a8 I 

Was now become the contrary I muſt haye 
yielded to her feaſons. I had the authority 
20 a patent, however, to ave my bluſhes, and 


. When 1 conſented to be the bride of Antonius, 


it was the opinion of alk that knew me, that I 
did fo more Gut of obedience to her, than aby 
_ inclination. of my own "all, 1 fay, but my 
dear Antonius believed this of me; ie den g 
e the hap 0 0 knot was tied, Had 1 con- 
e e he had inf} pired. 


. to MF m. . ; 1555 1 0 0 1 


"nd all. the juſt. grief imaginable, At being de- 


l of ſo tender à parent and *aflured a 


friend, yet T felt it not ſo deeply. as I ſhould 
{have done, Had 1 remained in a ſingle ſtate, © 

or had been married 'to.a comforter feſs dear, 
or leſs induſtrious to divert. my. melancholy, - 
than A tonius. 
Oh Miramillia! contigued the, webping 
Bellazara, how bappy, Bow. truly Par rn 
Top capable of Erving 22 Was tha time 


un incumbered 3 


z change have 1 fince ex 2 at 
5 e deprived SEX naocence and cafe, And 
f : 5 OW 


Sal 


— and how . Aread- 38 
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plunged in guilt and grief, no more to know 

a moment's . comfort=—undone beyond the 

power of even heaven itſelf to help me. 0 
pity me, kind friend, obliging Miramillia! 
and from an idea in thy own breaſt of horror, 

and of ſhame, to anticipate what I have to 
ſay, and lefſen ſome part of that ſurprize, 

dich elſe muſt be too ſhocking, at a ſtory 

ſuch.as mine. But why do I aſk an impoſh- 

| bility ? no imagination, no conception can 
arrive at that height of miſery which is the 
portion of my ſtate, and to have any notion 
what it is, it is neceſlary to be informed at 


FFC N 5 
Ihe agonies which at this moment ſeized 
her ſoul, took from her the power of proſe- 
cuting her ſtory, till ſhe had vented ſome part 
of them in tears and groans, and perhaps had 
not recovered her diſorders in a much longer 
time, if Miramillia had not entreated her to 
| ſummon her reſolution to her aid, and by re- 
lating -her misfortunes give her the opportu- 


ory to comfort and adviſe her. 


* 


* 


| t laſt,” recollecting herſelf as well as ſhe _ 
Was able; in the moſt perfect tranquillity, re- 
ſured ſhe, did we live, till one unhappy 
night, Antonius ſtaying abroad ſome what 
more late than ordinary, I went to bed, con- 
trary to my cuſtom, which was always to 
wait his coming; where I was no ſooner 


* 
7 


4 
- 


laid than my ill genius threw me into a found. - 
- fleep, which I was however awaked from by  - 
the flrenuous embraces of my huſband, as K 
SE. FE . 0 W (EW is ye 4 9 = 


= 1 


i 
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then thought; but oh! ſoon, though too late, 
to ptevent my everlaſting ſhame was, I un- 
deceived, a loud knocking at the door made 


the ſuppoſed Antonius ftart from my arms 


and bed, and run haſtily out of the room; 
the ſurprize I was in at his behaviour, made 
me throw a looſe night-gown on, and follow 


him, not able to imagine what ſhould occa- 


ſion him to leave his bed, and ſupply his ſer- 
vant's place in opening the door; but, great 


o 


God, what was it 1 felt! all words made us 
of to expreſs aſtoniſhment, horror, or diſ- 


traction, would be too mean to paint the 


- celved Mercino, a fellow who ſerved Anto-. . 


* 


nius in quality of a valet de chambre, dreſſing 


* 


2 4 


. ©. * ; 70s I - a»: n - „ FW: 2 
himſelf haſtily in a little room adjoining t 


mine. Scarce could I aſk where Antonius 


was, ſo much did I dread to be informed, 


and fo much cauſe had I to fear the horrid | 


truth ; yet did I trembling ſpeak the words. 


On which the monſter, with an impudence 
Which ſure, was never parallelled, replied to 


me in this manner. 


The paſſion, ſaid he, which your charms 


| have long infpired me with, has forced me to 
take the opportunity of your huſband's ab- 


ſence, to make myſelf maſter of a happineſs 
I deſpaired to obtain by any other means —if 


you are wiſe. you will keep what has happen- _ 
ed ſecret. . As he was ſpeaking, the knock- 


ing at the door redoubled, and haying got his 


clothes on, he tan down ſtairs haftily, 1 


cav- 


; ing 2 7 


E N a IR 1 


T imagined, at the door, but a meſſenger 
from him, ſent to acquaint you, he is with 


love, I ſooner had forſook your arms, and 


all, perhaps, had paſt but as 4 dream z, but 
5 tranſporting did I find you, that all 1 had 


much U prized, you, would be kind, and ſufy 
' or 8 Oar bl io 
* LEI 254 114 & 11 F * E 0 
"£0 Miramillia [ judge my, loſt condition, 


| we, dumb, I had not 
Aa 


* 


* 


* 


| " was agitated, while lying in 
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time in his. power, bore me again to the 
| guilty ſcene of my undoing, and.while I had 
no ſpirits. or ſtrength. to enable me to reſiſt, 
or indeed knowledge of the violence he offer- 
ed, triumphed in Ris repeated crime. I re- 
ZA covered from my ſwoon, 'oh dreadful remem-. 
brance'! Juſt as the horrid rapture was com- 
pleated ; diſtraQion, even all that we can con- 
ceive of. ell; is ſure inferior to what , I,en- 
dured; fain would' I have alarmed, by my 
ſhricks and cries,” the other ſetvants of the 
Houſe; fain Would I have tore out "the vil- 
7 25 8 eyes, which ſeemed to-fparkle with plea- 
ſure at my "ſhame, but with bis hand upon 
my mouth, he ſto opp ped the, one, and by. ſupe- 
. Hor: ſtrength, the other; ith" one hand ne 
id cohfille Doch mine; and throwing with 
is legs dhe bet clothes on the floor, took 
4 malicious pride in viewing my naked li imbs, 
and adding o the herrid fact he had commit- 
ted, ten thouſand mon{trons iridecencies, No- 
4 thing is more ſtrange, than that the various 
and tumultuous paſſion? wich vp] 770 1 foul. 
| ſhameful. 
poſition, did. not break he ring of life ; 
but chf was reſerved to ſuffer a long ſeries 
of miſery; and though a thouſand * Fes 1 
wiſhed Br death, I could not die 
Alter the villain bad enough. Tarlafies his 
. curioſity, and that more odious paſſion which 
had induced him to my ruin, he told me, 
that Antonius's life depended on my forgive 
neſs of War if he had 4 * informe "meg - 


TE 1 


EN Au IR Y. „ 
that in his youth an unlucky quarrel happen- 
ing between him and a young nobleman of 
great account, it was the lot of my F bi l 
Huſband to overcome by the death of his 
verſary ; that none but himſelf had been privy 
to the accident, and:that he had helped tb 
convey. the dead body t to the water- ſide, and 
throw it into the river, where it was after- 
wards taken up, and great rewards offered by 
the ſenate for the diſcovery of the murderer”; 

but, ſaid he, as intereſt never could prevail on 
me to. betray him, ſo let not your wild revenge, . 
- "By expoſing me to him, oblige me, in my own 
defence, to give up his life to the offended 
law, who elfe would” take away mine in re- 
0 Een of his honour. | 
I know not, continued the afflicted Bella- 
"Zara, if I had endured more from rage and 
ſhame at his late behaviour, than I now did 
ftom grief, at the impoſſibility there was of 
being revenged. I-weighed in my mind tlie 
oircumſtances of this ſtory; I knew very well 
ttutmat fuch a perſon had been killed, and that 
the murderer never had been revealed; I now 
reflected, that when ever any mention had ca- 
ſually been made of that affair, Antonius 
i ſighed and appeared extremely penſive, all 
Which I had been uſed to think proceeded 
from the remembrance of the intimacy for- 
merly between him and that young lord, but 
it now ſeemed à plain evidence of his guilt. 
III knew alſo that Mercino lived with him at 
EEE chat time; and that he treated him with a 


1 5 kind - 1 


? 


mine ;; rather 
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kindneſs which I had often wondered at, 
but now too well found the meaning of. 


Having. conſidered, as well as my diſorders 
would give me leave, on all theſe things; 
my reaſan informed me, that if I ſhould ac- 


quaint Antonius with my wrongs, the inca- 
pacity of revenging. them would involve him 
in a continual diſcontent, without the leaſt 


.benefit to my wounded honour; and, per- 

.haps, alſo the knowledge of what I had ſu- 

ſtained, 9 involuntarily, would leſſen 
r 


bis affection me, without which I could 
not live: but what moſt of all prevailed on 
me to be filent, was. the: apprehenſion that a 
huſband, who loved me with that tenderneſs 


Antonius did, could not ſo well conceal his 


2 of the wretch who. had abuſed Lo 

but het he would perceive it enough to make 
bim think he was 3 and e fe to 
15 himſelf from any 
e bir we auf 
ear. 


we for a good while, neither offering 
to peak to me, nor touch me;z till per- 


ceiving me burſt. into Re. Hood. * tears, he | 


imagined my rage was giving way to grief; 


. then, Well, madam, ſaid he, are you, H | 


re ſo 1 Shall Antonius live or, die? 
he Ay not dis anſwered 1 by any fault pn 


malice. But . mW all is the, reſtraigt 


* 55 i 1 


ercino left me to 9 8 + my : 


Will, I. "conceal thee from bis 
rage, than ſuffet him to be expoſed to thy 


L put 5 


1 


. a 
* 
. 


bed; which he perceiving, unlooſed his hold, 


N 4 
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F put upon myſelf, and do not, by any future 
villanies, provoke. me to break through all 
the conſiderations of my love, and force me 
to give up Antonius to be eaſed of thee. 
That, cried he, would be to render fruitleſs 
all. I have done: my deſires for the pollefion 
of your beauties are not extinguiſhed by the 
-haſty tranſports I have ſnatched ; firſt, in the 
perſon of another, and afterward when you 
were not in a condition to aid the extacy. 


No, I muſt have you all! you muſt be mine 


without reluctance; together muſt we give a 
looſe to love, and loſe ourſelves in rapture. 
Thoſe lovely arms muſt ſpread with willing 
twinings round my neck. Thoſe lips muſt, 
of their oon accord, meet mine; and that 


dear breath, made up of life-reſtoring ſweets, 


.infuſe new wiſhes, new deſires, when ſinking 
nature faints, and fcarce ſuſtains the unut- 
cterable joy- In fine, you muſt have no re- 
ſerve; but when I ruſh, thus fired with -paſ- 
Hon. in your breaſt, you muſt— Till now 1 


| chad ſuffered him to proceed without inter- 


ruption; but when 1 found him again pre- 
Paring to reiterate his crime; No, never, cried 
J. will I in thought cenſent to wrong Anto- 
nius. What thou haſt already done, has 


been by baſe deceit or brutal force. Thou 
haſt made me wretched, but ſhalt never make 


me guilty. In ſpeaking this, I made uſe of 


my utmoſt efforts to thruſt him from me, and 


at the ſame time to raiſe myſelf from the 


G4 and 
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and with a cold but reſolute air, anſwerod 
me in this manner: Enjoy your humour, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, I have obtained enough alrea- 
dy, as you ſay, by force and ſtratagem, ' to 
ſave my life; I ſhall not now die for love, 
and will take care not to fall a' ſacrifice to 
revenge. That unhappy man, for whom 1 
am deſpiſed, ſhall not long triumph in the 
Joys I languiſh for. Before to-morrow dawns, 
your loved Antonius ſhall, in a dungeon, have 
-other affairs than your charms to employ his 
- thoughts. I will go this moment and have 
bim taken, before your care can invent means 
to warn him of his fate. As he concluded 
theſe words, he made an offer of leaving the 
bed; and I, who doubted not but he would 
do as he had threatened, ſeized with the moſt 
ignant anguiſh and Killing apprehenſion, 
Juſt in chat moment of my terror for him, 
whom more than life I love, cried out to 
bim, I hated to have mercy, and not deſtroy 
me in the perſon of Antonius. Cruel Mer- 
eino, faid I; can you not be content with 
the eternal ruin you have brought on me, 
and the vow which now I make, by all my 
hopes hereafter, never to reveal your crime, 
and iny undoing, but you muſt alſo take 'the 
liſe of poor Antonius? Accuſe not me, re- 
joined he Süt your on obſtinacy; you can 
not be re fully mine chan you bave been 
in fach Taſk but the permiſſion of renew 
ing ich your conſent,” thoſe dear delights 1 
2 Swear to do that, and as 


et Ee S 
an earneſt, that you will be hereafter kind, 
yield to me now, and your huſband ſhall be 
ſafe; but your refuſal is his inevitable death. 
O dire neceſſity! cried I, ſome pitying power 
inſtruct me what to do. Muſt L reſign my 
ſoul to vice, or give up Antonius's precious 
life to the devouring hand of juſtice ? Kill, 
kill me, complete thy villanies and end my 
ſhame, barbarous Mercino, continued I, and 
ſpare my farther guilt: 'I uttered many more 
exclamations of the ſame nature, but he was 
Wolly unmoved at all I ſaid; and the time 
being pretty near relapſed, in which he ex- 
pected the return of Antonius, Jet me know, 
that he was abſolutely determined to quit 
the | houſe before he came, and rouze the 
judges with the information. This moment, 
cried he, is the criſis of your: huſband's fate; 
or now conſent, or it is too late to ſave him. 
What ſhall I fay, Miramillia! added the, m 
too great tenderneſs for this dear man, pre- 
vailed on me to join in his diſhonour with 
the wretch I hated: in the midſt of tears, and 
ffghs, and curſes, half raving, half dying with 
my eriefs, did I ſubmit myſelf a prey to luſt 
and ſbame, and became wicked as I was mi- 
ſerable. Satiated for that time, and every 
moment expecting the arrival of his injured 
maſter, he forſook my bed, having extorted 
from me new vows of an eternal ſecrecy, and 
left me the moſt wretched, now N of | 
All created beings, e e 
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Here was the unhappy Bellazara again in- 


| terrupted i in the proſecution of her narration 


by her ſighs and tears, which having a little 
pvercome, ſhe purſued in this manner. 


Ho difficult was it for me, reſumed ſhe, 


to conceal my diſorders from Antonius at his 
return, Which happened ſoon after, you may 

ly imagine: there was no way for me to 
do it, but by pretending an indiſpoſition, 
Which, joined with his having drank a little 
too freely, made him not ſo readily obſerve 
that Latte ted to deceive him. Some ex- 
traordinary Panel takir him. into the coun- 
try the next morning ear | J bad yet a lon- 
ger time to vanquiſh thoſe; ſymptoms of my 


diſquiet, which were too viſible to be con- 
Lealed; and though not one day during bis 


abſence paſſed, without the vile Mercino's 
renewing our now mutual guilt, my ſhame, 
and my dear huſband's; diſhonour; yet did 
the force of my reſolution to fave his life, 
enable me to the tide of mingled. paſ- 


| of fions, - with which my poor tormented ſoul 


| as overwhelmed ; = at his return he per- 
eired nothing in me of that horror, Which 


Was, Which: e and e. be e . 


babitant ef 


£2. 
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this deteſted . monſter, having no hope N 


turning to yirtue or to: peaee, hut hy his ceats 5 


ing bv, deſire” I ſhould: be guilty; -which. yet, 
alas I have not the leaſt proſpet. of. Other 


owes complain of che N of their L 


lovers 
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| lovers affections, and mourn their want of 
power to retain their hearts; but I, againſt 

my; will, find every hour his hated ardours 

hercer, and each enjoyment more furious than 
the former, though curſes accompany my 
forced compliance, though my eyes dart only 
glances of contempt and ſcorn; though every 
breath proclaims a wiſh to blaſt him; though 
every action declares it is fear alone, for my 
Antonius's life, which drag me to his loath- 
ed arms, and 1 could kill, 1 ſtab, could 
mangle the body, wretche fate compels 
me to poſſeſs; 5 = — — midſt of all this hell 


of hate does he extract a bliſs, and racks me 


with the fight of his deteſted tranſports— 
with wild de elight he gazes.on my face, de- 
vours my lips, dies on my breaſt with exta- 
cies. too extravagant to bear, till I grow mad 
Wich rage, with ſpite, and ſhame. 1 
Oh now adviſe, inſtruct me, Miramillia, 
what. to do, to make my form leſs pleaſing 
to his eyes, or to return to virtue by ſome 
other means; a tboufand times have I been 
ne to rid myſelf. of any future acts of fin 
by gi nenn cup of poiſon, or ſome ſecret 
ab, ated 7 | diflolyed im love he lay. defence- 
leſs to the ſtroke, but, fill the thoughts of mur- 
checked. my purpoſe, and preſerved him; 

| yet have I not_wholly.caſt it off, and will by 
Four more penetrating judgment be directed 

1 of theſe ills to chuſe, ſince one muſt 


de, either to live ee Proſtinite, or 
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ford any relief to the afflictions 


ramillia took her leave, the other remiided 
her of a lady, in whoſe breaſt (if it were aß | 
where to be found) reigned an undiſturbed 
contentment. She had been of Miramillia's 
acquaintance when the converſed in the world, 
and ſhe doubted not, but ſhe ſhould obtain 

from her, if in her power, what the i Jug | 
Had ſought in vain from others. : 
- She made, therefore, but a, ſhows ſtay at 
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It was ſome time before Miramillia could 
make any reply to theſe words, ſo much had 


the Rory amazed her ; but when' the. did, it 
was in this manner. 270 | 


Te im my owes; gaid the; Aer 
friend; 'to adviſe 'or comfort you, but yet be- 


ware of murdef — obſerve with what feyerity 
it is puniſhed by the hand of heaven in poor 


Antonius; though he efcapes the law, how 


dear his fatal confidence has 1 — him the 
baſe Mercino, if not by that aſſured, perhaps 
had never dared to attempt the virtue of his 


maſter's wife; or had he done, a Jak 8 revenge 
had waſhed your ſtains away, and given you 


back your peace of mind, which while com- 

4 to give yourſelf to one, whom reaſon 
and religion bids you loath and ſcorn. 
They had many other diſcourſes of much - 


pelle 


the ſame nature, hut neither 8 able to af 
the other, 
they ſeparated in a few days; but before MI. 


Home, at her r turn from the houſe of Bella 


zara, but prepared herſe}f to viſit this lady, : 
| 128 . her a recit of the misf 4 70 


/ ur 8A \ 


BY "I © 


»The perſon to whom the diſconſolite Mi- 


ramillia was nowz by the advice of the more 
unhappy Bellazara, about to apply herſelf, 
was one in whoſe fortune there was indeed 


the utmoſt appearance of. ſerenity. She was 


married to a man ſhe long had loved, but 
E WY" ; "Sp 553 $5.4 4.2 5 r 124 TR 
had been prevented from being his wife, by 


her parents, who looked on him as her in- 


ferior, in point of wealth. She now ſeemed 


to be poſſeſſed of all ſhe had to wiſh, and was 


univerſally believed to be among the happy 
few. The manner in which ſhe received Mi- 
ramillia, and the influence of every thing about 


ber, with the tender affection ſhe obſerved be- 
tween her and her huſband, made this afflict- 


ed mother conceiye great hopes that her ſearch 


was here to end. 5 3 
For which reaſon letting her know ſhe had 


fomething to communicate, ſhe engaged her. 


to retire with her into a room. apart from the 
company, and there related to her the occa- 


fion of her coming; at which the other ap- 


peared not leſs ſurprized than thoſe to whom 
the had before addreſſed this ſuit; fain ſne 

would have diſſuaded her from ſuffering her- 
felf to be impoſed on, by the arts of thoſe 


fellows whe have no other livelihood” than 
8 234 | e 
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What they extract from the ignorant and cre- 
dulous; but Miramillia, who ſtill continued” 
reſolute on making Fo, Ia would 
not ſuffer her to ed for any time on 
this theme, and 3 ea, for 10 ſhe Was 
called, had too much complaiſance. to enter 
with der. into an argument which ſhe. per- 
ceived her friend determined to defend; with 
an air of pleaſantry therefore, which had i in it, 
however, ſomewhat . of dillatisfaction, ſhe 
told ber, that whatever reaſons ſhe. might 
haye to. 15 herſelf unqualified for this em- 
4 ment, ſhe would undertake it; becauſe, 
ail ſhe, how little ſoever you may benefit 
by it, I am certain of receiving one very 
great advantage by it, which is the happi- 
neſs I ſhall enjoy 1% our ſociety, which of 
neceſſity you muſt afford me for the time 
in which I am at work for you:. Miramil- 
hay W e leaſed at he. grant of her re- 
queſt,. 1 138 $4 ge omplement only, with 
a. ſmile. and bow, an returned with her to 
the company, having obtained, her remis 
of beginning the work the gent Aa. | 
0 Three days 4x. 9 paſt in Ho 
ouſe, in whic ame oth Stenoclea, a 
Armuthi thi ber hufband, ſeemed to ſtudy no- 
thing ſo much as to divert her melancholy, 
but all the feats and ſporis their kindneſs in- 
vented, afforded but à ſmall portion of ſatiſ- 
faction, when compared with that ſhe con- 
Ceived, at ſeeing this lady buſily n in 


yt, tak, job. ſo many Wet Sled 20 


22 - 1 


dertake, and from which .ſhe had a greater 
hope than ſhe would make ſhow of, of ob- 
taining her deſires, and once more embracin 

her beloved ſon. - It was now more than half 
accompliſhed, when Armuthi being abroad, 
and the-two-ladies ſitting together converſing 
on ordinary affairs, a ſervant, with grief and 
_ confuſion viſible in his face, entreated to ſpeak 
in private to Stenoclea, .who trembling, as. if 
fearing. ſome expected ill, bad him follow her 
into another room. Stenoclea returned not 


to Maramillia, till ſhe had heard a great noiſe 


below ſtairs, and a ſtrange confuſion of voices, 
which now gave this unſatisfied mother ſuffi- 
lent cauſe to apprehend, that ſomething had 
fallen out which would render this lady alſo 
incapable of doing her the ſervice ſhe required. 
As ſhe was thus reflecting and lamenting the 


misfortunes of others as well as herſelf, Ste- 


noclea, with ſtreaming eyes, and all the ſymp- 
toms of grief appeared: Oh! Miramillia, cried 


- The, it is now no longer in my power to im- 


| Poſe on you, thoſe fears which made. me ever 
incapable of doing you' the ſervice you re- 


quired, though I. concealed them in hopes 8 
put an end to fo fruitleſs an enquiry, are now | 


come to paſs, and I muſt now be known to 


be the wretch I am; fain would I have der 


ceived you into an opinion of my happineſs, 


that by ſhewing you how ineffectual the per- 


formance of what you aſked would prove to 
prevent you from being any longer deceived 
by the ſubtilty of that vain predictor, who ad- 


8 


. 


N 


5 


20 
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viſed you to this ſearch—but I am prevented 
in my deſign, and ſo far from that happineſs 
you wiſh to find, muſt own my breaſt a per- 


1 74 


dect helr of wild confuſion, grief, deſpair, and 


S_— „ 
It is hard to ſay, whether Miramillia was 
more ſurprized or troubled at ſo ſudden an al- 
teration; but having made uſe of her utmoſt 
eloquence to perſuade her to a patient endur- 
ing of her fate, entreated ſhe would relate by 
what means ſhe was become unhappy; on 
which the other endeavouring to ſubdue her 
alten replies, that ſhe had not thus long 
made a ſecret to her, of her moſt private af- 
fairs, but with an intention to put her off 
giving credit to the fortune-teller, and per- 
plexing herſelf with a vain enquiry after what 
it was ſcarce probable ſhe would ever find, or 
if the did, would be of no conſequence to her 
ä 
Long, faid ſhe, have I been wretched; 
through the fears of that misfortune which is 
now arrived; and when you addreſſed to me 
as to a happy perſon, my full eyes were ready 
in a flood of tears to, convince you of your 
' miſtake, and proclaim the ſituation. of my, 


5 


heart; but friendſhip interpoſed, and told me, 
that by deceiving you this once, I ſhould pre- 
ferve you. from centinuing to be deceived, . 


ſince in finding no effect from that piece 


of ſempſtry which you believed performed 

by Hands proper to undertake it, you would” 
no more be relied on that fabulous pre- 
N 1 dickion, 


3 
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diction, which I perceive has already given 
you ſo much fruitleſs toil, But my detigns 

are now diſappointed, the cruel certainty. of 
my fate leave me no room for hope, or for 
concealment, you and the whole world muſt 
new be ſenſible, the ſun in his extenſive pro- 
reſs ſees not a wretch ſo loſt, To dead to com- 
fort, as the undone Stenoclea. "4s 
The diſtraQtion of her thoughts here broke 
in, and for a conſiderable ſpace of time would 
not permit her to utter one coherent fentence:; 
but ſummoning the whole force of that reſo- 
lution ſhe was miſtreſs of, ſhe at length reco- 
vered herſelf enough to ſatisfy the high-raiſed 
.curiofity of Miramillia, and being again de- 
fired by her, prepared to give her the account 
me was ſo impatient of, and ſeating herſelf by 


ber, began in theſe or the like terme. 
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the means which has brought the ſad 


Jou a little into the nature and diſpoſitions of 


the perſons concerned in- it, I muſt enlarge | 
my ory, by going back into thoſe years 
Which may proper ah 


enough be called my 
childiſh ones; many "things happening at that 
dime, though long ſince paſt, Whieh m— 


| drawn on the uery. of che preſent. 


Know then, dear Miramillia, that I was 


| bred the darling of my doating parents, my 


ag 


other being many years elder, and 


road: on his travels; I was looked on. 


ag he comfort of their age, their marriage 
bayiag never produced any other offspring 
than us two. I need not tell yon how care- 


ful they were of my education, the little un- 


. 2 I ſtill retain in poetry, mathema- 
ticks, mut 


j *compliſhments proper 


ck, ee and thoſe other ac- 

or a perſon of 57 ſex,. 
will ſufficiently inform you; they deſired 1 
 hould be miſtreſs, in as high a degree as my 
capacity would permit, of every thing deſire- 
"able in a woman. The reputation of im- 
Ee * prints. 


ENQUIRY. rer 
provement however, which thoſe wha had 
the care of inſtructing me, favoured me with, 

joined to a tolerable ſhare, of beauty, gained 
me, before I reached the age of fourteen, a 
great number of viſitors, who pretended them- 
elves devoted to my charms; how much the 
generality of them were ſo in reality, I gave 
myſelf not the trouble to examine, my whole 
wiſhes and deſires being centred in the agree- 
able Armuthi ; a gentleman, . whoſe maturity 
may inform you, Was all that was love- in- 
ſpiring in his bloom; his age did not at that 
time exceed mine above five years, yet was 
there ſomething of a manly majeſty, which, 

_ mingled with the native ſweetneſs and inno- 
cence of his unexperienced youth, gave ſuch 

_  eharms to his air, which I am unable to ex- 
. preſs : but he was inferior in point of for- 
tune; and that deficiency, in the e es. of my 
parents, IR: partially examined the merits 
ol their daughter, might entitle her to the 
edel e They cul over-balanced . all - his 
perfections. could have given me a. 
dowry which mig 5. have ſerved as a compe- 
tency for both, od made his wants unfelt : 

not all the; tenderneſs.I regarded him with, 
though nat unknown to them, could prevail 
on them to conſent, that 1 ſhould match 
with one whoſe only jointure was his love. 
In fine, they were noh paſt all r membrane 
of what once they were, had loſt in age the- 
ſoftening deſires of youth, and looked on 
nde As the only. felicity in e e. 
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They were continually preaching to me te 
© Pleaſures of title and precedence ; repreſent- 
ing to me the inſtability of _ thoſe deſires 
"which perſonal” perfeftions excites, and the 
" numberleſs ills to which a woman is expoſed, 
who gives herſelf away merely for the ſake of 
love; they bad me 1 ER: e mutability of 
all paſſions, and eſpecially on that by which I 
Was at preſent influenced; how wretched I 
ſbould be if Armuthi, after becoming my 
' tufband, ſhould*ſwerve from his, or I repent 
that which had made me his; reminded me 
that the tie, of marriage was irrevocable, and 
that if either of. us deviated" ſrom our firſt 
flame, with what anxiety the chain would be 
- * dragged by both, But this was a doctrine 
in which I bad no faith; I could not believe 
there was a poſſibility for love, like ours, ever 
do diminiſh; and as to any other miſchiefs, I 
let them at naught. A thouſand times [good 
\ heaven f pardonu the wild exclamation} I have 
— __-ericdout, O let Armuthi be but mine, and-I 
*defy the reſt that fate can do- 
Tons But I will not detain you with any parti- 
* - eulars of the extravagance of my paſſion, 
- which are not altogether material to my ſto- 
ry; it ſhall fuffice. to tell you, that 1 loved 
too well to liſten” to the pretences of any o- 
ther, though there were many who ſollicited 
my father on my account, and ſome of them 
very advantageous; but I was not to be mov- 
ed by their deſpair, by the entreaties and 
"commands of my parents, nor by any con- 
©. a ; | __ - fiderations- 
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Aiderations of my own intereſt; : and made 
no ſcruple of reſolutely declaring, that ſince 
I could not be the wife of Armuthi,. I would 
be fo of no man. This equally paſſionate 
lover would fain have perſuaded me to make 
my eſcape, and wholly neglecting all future 
_ contingencies fly with him to ſome place, 
where unknown we might obtain the means 
of being made one, and conſummate our 
loves; nay, once had he, for a handſome. 
bribe, prevailed on a drieſt to join our hands 
ithout the knowledge of my obdurate pa- 
rents ; but neither to the one nor the other. 
would I give conſent ; not that I denied 
through any fears of what might happen to 
myſelf for ſuch an act of diſobedience, but 
that I could not bear the thoughts of involy- 
ing bim in the misfortunes which mult inevi- 
tably fall on me. I loved him with too much 
real tenderneſs to conſent he ſhould be un- 
happy with me; and even wiſhed he loved 
me leſs, ſince found he could not be Hp. 
without me 
In ſpight of the amgedes with which I was 
| oblerved” I made, uſe of ſtratagems which fre- 
quently gave us the! bleſſing of meeting, if 
Je can be called ſo, which was indeed no 
bother than an opportunity of condoling each 
other, and lamenting our mutual woes. M 
mother's death, which happened in this time, 
rid me of one ve T watchful ſpy, and though 
I regarded her with a dutiful reſpect and love, 
yet it was ſo inferior to that T bore . f 
ö that 


0 
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that the joy I took in finding myſelf more at 


2 


liberty to ſee him, took away great part of that 


ſorrow I ſhould elſe have felt for the loſs of ſo 


near and dear a relatien. My father, who: 
had, perhaps, more tenderneſs for her than he 


was ſenſible of himfelf, furvived her not more 
than half a year, but died with the ſame reſo- 
lution that he had lived, to prevent my mar- 
riage with Armuthi; and that he might the 
more certainly do ſo, he left my fortune de- 
pendent. on my brother, and to be forfeited. 


do him if ever I became the wife of that pre- 
Tent gentleman ; and leſt my tears ſhould, 


Work on his yielding nature to. conſent to it, 
the eftate which was to deſeend to him, to be 


"ME EPO FOLEY TY MEL x CF - 2-4 34 #4 D LES 
e of another; both of us to be cut 
off fro red 


from his name and title, and as we obeyed | 


* 


this injunction to be bleſſed or curſed. Se- 


pleaſed; but to what end did I fee or con- 


— 


— 


werſe with him, but to become more unhappy 
by the ay diſcovery. of ſome new charm, 
and the reflection that I muſt never be more 
his than now I was? TI had but one faint 
ſhadow of a comfort, and that was, that at 
my brother's return, which was now expect- 
ed every hour, I ſhould perſuade him to miti- 
gate the ſentence of my father's teſtament; and | 
though he could not ſuffer me to receive my © 
dowry, might evade the penalty of paying it, 
by allowing me the intereſt of it per Annum, 
under the denomination ef charity. This 1 
ſometimes flattered myſelf I ſhould perſuade 
him to do, and it was this alone which the 
-unhappy Armuthi and myſelf had to preſerve 
us from deſpair; for he, alas! had no probable.” - 
view of maintaining the charges of a family, 
his whole dependance being on the favour of 
an uncle, who, though he very much encou- 
raged his addreſſes to me, while there was the 
leaſt hope of prevailing on my father to con- ; 
ſent to the marriage, was now as much averſe, 
ſince he had heard the cruel conditions of his 
will and often chid Armuthi for continuing A 
his viſits. to me. I had not ſeen him for two 
days, when, to my inexpreſſible ſurprize and 
grief, I receiyed this letter from him. | 
Here Stenoclea opened her cabinet, and 
taking out a paper, read to Miramillia the 
following lines. E ie 
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e To the, lovelieft, moſt  angelick of ber ſex, 
e the dear 8 STENOCLEA, does 
ec her ever adoring, ever ' faithful, though 

now deſpairing ARMUTHI, ſend this laſt 
. deem of an _invjolabley ut defridtive 


RE 


Fr 


tongue has for ſome time been 
„VI -endeavouring in vain to tell you, 
„ Oh my for ever loved Stenoclea ] what now 
„ 1 force my pen to do. Oh God! witk 


To 
»4 
n 


d what words ſhall 1 expreſs what it is 1 


« .mean:? Can live, and fay that I no more 
<. muſt ſee you; no more muſt feaſt my ra- 
< yiſhing eyes with the wonders of your beau- 
ty z no more muſt liſten to the enchanting 
« harmony of your heavenly voice; no more 
) muſt hear you own a tenderneſs, which to 
& be bleſſed with, there is not a ſaint but 
& might forego his heaven, and ſtand excuſed 
<« for change of rapture? To what a hell am 
] xccurſed that muſt endure all this ?/ Nay, 
„ like Bellerophon, maſt my own ſentence 
„ bear. Vet will I not complain, nor uttet 
* one ſyllable to expreſs the anguiſh of my 
<« ſodl, or excite an unavailing pity in yours. 
„ Fate, who ordains me to this miſery, will 
„ ſoon, I hope, be kindly cruel, and make 
<« jt too violent to be laſting, and ſtrike me 
% dead at once. For oh, Stenoclea ! I have 
<< reſolved to go for ever from you; to carry 
| 5 1 8 . 
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06 from your ſight a wretch, whoſe contagious 


ee woes drives peace and happineſs from their 


ce loved manſion, your gentle breaſt. Ne- 
c ver, never. will I renew thoſe vain deſires 
% of unaccompliſhed love, nor perſecute you 
& with a fruitleſs ſuit. Far from your ght 
„ will I conceal for ever this ill-fated form, 
“ too much beloved, ſince too little worthy 

e of being loved; and leave you to regain 
te that peace which I have too long deſtroy- 
& ed. Guilty as miſerable ſhould I be to 


cc 
& 


* ploom of mine, a life which has ſo man 


% Opportunities of ſhining with the utmo 
«4 


* overcloud your future joys, but an eternal 
round of bleſſings crown each enſuing day. 


Farewell; believe, that in forſaking you I 5 


% now do more to prove my love, than had 
cc ſpent the beſt part of my blood in fight- 
b“ ing with ſome happier rival; nay, even in 


dying for you: that had been a' glorious 


c end, but this I now go to ſeek, a mean; 


„ lingering and painful one. Pity me, oh ! - 
ts the laſt moment of my life, adored and 


loved Stenoclea, for I would ſtill be pitied, 
e though not loved. Heaven ! that I ſhould 
4 wiſh Stenoclea not to love me. What is 


c there but that dear comfort to withhold me 


% from running madly into ſome deſperate 
aktion, and breaking through all laws both 
e human and divine. Yet, till you ceaſe to 


— 4 


wiſh, much leſs to attempt, the obſcuring 
of ſo bright a ſtar; and involving in the 


ſplendor. Oh! may no thought of me | 


c afford 


* 
— * . 2 
5 * 
* : *% 
— } py 
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I cannot expreſs the grief 1 was 
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(SOD, eee ee 
44 breaſt. Forget me then, bani £ 
„thoughts; damn me to the loweſt hell by 


me your 


"<6 ex indifference, or contempt, or hate; 
1 but wiſh me not to live: in merey pray for 


„ The deſpairing, a 

„ The diſtragedj, 
3j Seas -, "+, el 
| 4 ARMUTHI,” 
8 P. S. What I have reſolved, not even 

* your commands ſhall prevent me from exe- 


_ *< cuting; this therefore comes expecting no 
. £© reply, and before you can have formed one, 


„ ſhalt be paſt the reach of it, Adieu once 
% more too lovely, and too good for my re- 
os poſe or your own.“ V 


8 in at the 
receipt of this letter, I was nearly touched 


with the | gerſeroſity of his behaviour, and 
joined with him in the opinion, that ſince 
there was ſcarce a poſſibility of our being at 


peace, and indeed the reputation of both, de- 
manded our ſeparation, 2 could I not con- 
ſent to it; I found my ſoul too weak to re- 
ſol ve againſt what gave me ſo much pleaſure 
as his ſociety, even though it were only u 


partnerſhip in misfortunes. I ſent immedi: 


1 


ately to his lodgings, charging the meſſenger 
. * „„ 


Ko tell him, F muſt ſpeak with him before he 
went. But my commands arrived too late, 
and I was ſoon after informed, by one who 
was intimate with his uncle, that he was 

gone to travel, but to what part of the world 
. was kept a ſecret. His only deſign, as he has. 
Aince told me, being to ſeek a cure for his 
hopeleſs paſſion, . he thought it would be an 
ill recipe to feed the diſtemper by 1ztters or 
meſſages from the beloved object. This rela- 
tion of his alone knew where he went; and 
having ſo great a deſire to prevent his nephew's 
throwing himſelf away, as he called it, on a 
woman, who if ſhe married him muſt have 
no fortune, there was little probability he 
would reveal it. Inconſolable was I for his 
departure, ſometimes believing his proceeding 
had been occaſioned by an excels of love, and 
regard for my repoſe ; at others, that it was 
.owing to the want of it; and whenever this 
laſt reflection came acroſs my thoughts, it 

gave me pains too terrible for deſcription. 
Soon after this I received letters from Bar- 
mibar, ſo my brother was called, dated from 
Padua, which brought me word, he was on 
his return, and would ſpeedily be in Venice: 
never was there a more tender affeCtion than 
that with which we had regarded each other 
before he went to travel; and as I had not a- 

' bated any part of that which I had felt for 
him, ſo I ſuſpected not that abſence' had di- 


| | his ſociety a real conſolation for the loſs of 
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_ Armuthi : but, O God] when I expected to 
embrace him, and every moment thought the 
next would bring him to my arms, I received 
an account of his death, that he was killed by 
a gentleman. on the road, with whom he un- 
; fortunately happened to quarrel, and a ſervant 
he had with him endeavouring to revenge his 
..maſter's death, was alſo left for dead; that 
the perſon by whom this misfortune had hap- 
pened was unknown, and had made his eſcape, 
Ao that all hope of doing juſtice to his manes 
) OE ENT ont 
Judge what a ſurprize this muſt be to a 
ſiſter that ſo tenderly loved him; I found no 
comfort in the vaſt fortune which hy his 
death I became miſtreſs of, and looked on 
myſelf as the moſt forlorn creature in the 
world. O, Armuthi ! would 1 cry, thou 
haſt abandoned me, and heaven knows where 
thy deſpair will carry thee — and Barnibar! thou 
who alone by thy advice and tender friend- 
ſhip couldſt have brought peace to my afflict- 
ed ſoul, art torn from me by ſome inhuman 
band—0 !! bring the n een good 
heaven, purſued I, that I may proſecute him 
with the ſevereſt vengeance—let him be taken, 
let him be detected, when he leaſt fears the 
danger, and ſudden ruin overwhelm him, as 
chat he brought on Barnibar my unhappy 
ME. oe ens 
But I will not, continued ſhe, weeping 
"afreſh at this part of her ftory, prolong the 
lad cataſtrophe of my fate, by repeating to 
„ ͤ = you 
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you the. exclamations I made, or the thou- 
ſand vows I offered up to heaven, and every 

- faint, for bringing forth this unknown de- 
ſtroyer of my brother's life. I had ſcarce ce- 
lüebrated the ſolemnity of his funeral before [ 
heard Armuthi was brought back to Venice, j 
being ſeized' on the road with ſo violent an i 
indiſpoſition, that he was unable to purſue 
his journey, and had taken the firſt opportu- 
nity of a letter for his return. It was report- 
ed he was at the point of death, and entreat- 
ed to ſee me. Sure never any heart was ſub-. 
jected to ſuch viciſſitudes of anguiſh, as was 
mine, to have him reſtored; but reſtored in 
ſuch a manner as muſt deprive me of him 
för ever, was infinitely more dreadful than all 
I Had before endured. I now perceived that 
he was ſtill more dear than Barnibar had 
been, and that all the ties of blood and kin are 
far inferior to thoſe of love in ſpight of the 
difguſt I had conceived againſt his uncle, 1 
- flew to his houſe, and regardleſs of the cen- 
ſure of the world, omitted nothing which 1 
thought might contribute to the recovery of 
this Pul-ſiek lover, for well I {aw grief was 
his only diſtemper. My kindneſs was ſo great 
a.cordial, that, contrary to the judgment of 
the phyſicians, who ſome hours before I came 
had faid he could not live, I left him very 
| much' reſtored, and in ſo fair a way of gg. 
1 very, that it amazed all about him. His | ON 
now as obliging to me as he had formerly _ 


= 
i 
| 


— 


been the reverſe, gave my generoſity and con- 
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ſtancy ſuch praiſes, as whoever had heard 
might have believed ; he alſo was my lover : 

but I took little notice of them, well knowing. 
- that to have a great fortune,. independent by. 
the death of my brother, was the greateſt 
charm I had for him. Early the next morn- 
ing did I viſit my dear patient again, and 
found him in a condition, ſuch as gave me 
great hopes I ſhould complete the cure I had 
ſio fortunately began; in fine, I left him not: 
till it was fulfilled, and having now no ob- 
ſtacle to prevent his being my huſband, was 
married to him in a ſhort time after, to the 
great ſatisfaction of his now obliging uncle. 
Nothing ever was more ardent, or more 
tender than the affections of Armuthi, all his. 
actions, all his words, were ſo many demon- 
ſtrations of his ſincerity; and as I had given. 
him the utmoſt proofs of mine, he could not 
bdaut think his lot extremely fortunate; yet in 
the midſt of all the joy he expreiled at my be- 
ing his, I every now and then obſeryed ſome 
ſtarts. of anguiſh breaking out, and giving a 
check to rapture, deep "pra and ſighs too 
heavy for reſtraint, would ever and anon burſt 
from his troubled breaſt, even when ſurround- 
ed with his moſt gay companions ; nor could 
the chearful glaſs, when ſwiftly paſſing round 
in jocund healths, repel their force, though 
oft I have ſeen, and wondering ſeen him, 
ſtruggle with the innate diſturbance ; but in 
unguarded ſleep, with. what dire furies ſeemed 
his brain poſſeſſed } It is falfe, he would crys | 
a EA ' „5 N 
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wildly ſtarting up, I killed him not; and then 
again, throwing himſelf on the floor in ſtrange = 
convulſions, Hide, hide me, roared he out, 
from that offended ghoſt! Stop, ſtop that 
ſttream of blood ! it will ſwallow me ! See! I 
am encompaſſed with a liquid fire ! all hell is 
on me! Awaked and frighted with ſuch dread- 
ful ſounds, I have perforce broken the chain 
of ſleep, and taken him to my arms; but, oh ! 
what tremblings had the dire viſions left on 
all his frame l in vain, with every art of fond 
endearing love, did I endeayour to bring him 
back to peace; too well I ſaw tranquillity was 
baniſhed from his breaſt, and he but wore a 

ſhow of ſoft contentment. As nothing ought 
to be a ſecret between perſons whom love and 
law had united in the ſacred tie of marriage, 
I preſſed him, with all the tenderneſs I was 
capable of expreſſing, to reveal to me the 

| Eauſe of his affliction, but never could I ob- 
tain from him this proof of what he had. ſo, 
often ſworn, to deny me nothing I could aſk, 
and in his power to grant; but, on the con- 
trary, he told me that he had in reality no 
cauſe for grief, that thoſe troubled viſions: 
were a diſorder hereditary to his family, and 
that it was madneſs to impute the wild ideas 
of fancy, in which reaſon. had no part, to 

any real diſorder in the waking mind, which 
he aſſured me was entirely free from remorſe, 

- or. guilt of any ſecret fin, which ſhould oc- 
eaſion ſuch confuſion, as he was ſenſible ſome- 
times appeared in him. I cannot ſay I was 

28 Ms per- 
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perfectly ſatisfied with this reply, but having 


frequently ſpoke to him on this head, and 
finding him ſtill the ſame, and at laſt to grow 
a little uneaſy, that JI expreſſed a diffidence 
in what he faid} I was obliged to give over 
any farther interrogatories concerning the af- 


fair: his diſorders, however, enereaſing, eſpe- 


cially in ſleep, gave me alſo perturbations 
which were very terrible to ſuſtain: he ſo 
frequently crying out on blood, made me in- 
deed think ſome had been ſhed by unwar- 
rantable means, and more than once it ſtruck 


into my mind, how dreadful a ruin we muſt 


be involved in, if by any accident he and 
my brother ſhould have met, and it ſhould 
be the ghoſt of that unhappy youth, whom' 
he fo often named, and the bare apprehenſions 
that ſuch a thing was poſſible, gave me hor- 
rors which I am not able to expreſs; but [ 


- endeavoured to baniſn all ſuch thoughts as 
much as poſſible, and whenever any thing 
y 


happened to renew them, ſtrove with all my 
might to overcome them by arguments of a2 
contrary nature, yet would they not wholly: 


from happy. 


* 


About five months ſince our marriage, did 


* 


forſake me, and the condition Lwas in was far 
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live without any other certainty, that there 


was ſomething in the bottom of all this, more 
than What I have told you. Oh would to 


| God I never had been convinced; fuſpenice,” 


tormenting as it was, was yet inferior to hat 
enſued the dreadful detection of Armuthi's 


231 crime, 


„„ -. MS 
crime, and my irremediable misfortune ; but 
murder, though for a time concealed, will, 
ſome time or other, break forth, and Good 
will call for blood. I was ſitting this morn- 
ing in a low parlour, when I obſerved a man 

who ſeemed to be enquiring for. ſome perſon 
in the neighbourhood ; I imagined I had ſeen 
the face, and looked more earneſtly, when 
preſently I ſaw him come to our gate, and 
on his near approach knew him to be Stili- 
con, an. old ſeryant in our family, who had at-, 
tended; my brother in his travels, and the 
ſame who was reported' to have been murdered 
with him at Padua: I was infinitely pleaſed 
to find him alive, hoping by him I might. 
diſcover him, who was the deſtroyer. of my 
dear brother, and take that Vengeance which, 
his, death required © I order: Ke be 
admitted immediately, : and as Toon as he was, 
began to queſtion him concerning the manner, 
of that unhappy ie to which he re- 
| ogg theſe terms: 

e had not, madam, ſaid he, left Padua | 
more than balf an hour, before we met a 
ntleman well mounted, but unattended; 
. IE through deſign or chance, he rode ſo 

ear my matter, that their horſes joſtled, and 
the ſtranger's horſe being ſomewhat hery, 
ave a ſudden” ſpring, which was very near 
throwing his rider; he taxed Signior Barnibar 
with incivility, imputing the cauſe to him, 
as not having taken care to guide his beaſt, 
or turn him out of the way. My maſter not 
FS " x FL think- 
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thinking he owed that reſpect to a perſon un- 


known to him, and whoſe appearance ſeemed: 
not to command. ſuch a difference, anfwered: 
him in terms befitting the arrogance of the 
demand; on which the other, wha, I believe, 


. Was heated with wine, challenged him to the 
proof, which of them merited to be eſteemed 


he braveſt man ; my maſter, unwilling to de- 
Cline the combat, leaped in a moment from 


Bis horſe, e me to take care of 


ſword, ran to meet his 


kim, and, drawing his | 
antagoniſt, who was already prepared, and, 
at the firſt puſh, received a wound under his 
left breaſt, of which he immediately expired; 
I, diſtraQted at what J ſaw, flew to the ſword 
of my dear dead maſter, reſolute to revenge 
him, or periſh with bim: I confeſs myſelf too 
weak to do the former, but was pretty near. ob- 
taining my defire in the other; for the mur- 


derous weapon which had deprived him of life: 
was buried in my body, and but with diffcul- 


ty drawn thence, by its remorſeleſs maſter, 
who, leaving me weltering in my bloed, to 
all appearance dead, made the beſt of his way 
toward the city. Some paſſengers ſoon after 


coming that way, che body of Signior Barnibar 


was conveyed back to Padua, whence. you 
know it was afterwards conveyed to Venice, 
to be interred with his noble anceſtors: I was 
put under the care of an able ſurgeon, who, 


contrary. to all expectations, worked a cure 
on me, but I continued ſo. weak, that I was 
unable to begin my journey till three gays 


ſince. 


/ 


| — d. to ap rehen Witt 9 

5 guare ou, 
— Fs ontinued he, an 70 5 joyfu ge you 
we 2 rother's ghoſt will ſhortly have che 
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ſince. - B has, however, enabled me to 


return at a ſeaſon to rev Fry the A 
death 1. my dear maſter. 4 Lok 
ing, as I was coming to enquire where I might 
_ my 7150 Eck to you, ] oy the bar- 
3 ge Tos Kung: ace, ſince 
t his ye = her bc which 1 firſt beheld. 
ver. been 1525 ent from my mind. 
d, unnoticed, and no douht forgot 
ten Lilo $33 us till I ſaw ira enter a magnificent; 
houſe a few ſtreets off, whence running im- 
atsly to a ted made oath of what 
—— had erke ofh Sits and a war- 


J 
2 


ce. it requires. 


4 ly, aid Stepocleas did the fears I 


this morn. | 


1 go 9 7 bee ee 1 FN with work in 


ed him to be ſeize we enquired 
where he might find me, being willing to be 


the firſt who ſhould acquaint me with the 


pleaſing tidings. 
Never was ſuch a mixture of hope and ter- 
bor as that endured all the time he was ſpeak- 
ing; I could not think it Armuthi, yet would 
ade Ziven almoſt my life to have been certain 


* | . 


ms, that for fore was. incapable, 
of Stili © name. of bim whom he. 
en Id 


had apprehende 1 wh id; he anſwer ⸗ 

ed.me, that he was IIS of the name 

or quality of the perf, 45 but that having cauſ- 
e 
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it was not. About this time 1 Ecard you! 
coming down ſtairs, I ordered the fellow to be 
| entertained by the ſervants, and came into the 
room to you; I concealed my diſorders as well! 
as Fwas able, and indeed the more I conſider 
ed the: matter, the more 1 found comfort; T 
could not think if it were really ay nudand 
who was in cuſtody, but that 1. ould: aye 
heard of his misfortune'from himſelf, Ire olv- 
ed, however, to be informed of the truth, by 
ſending a perſon to the priſon 3 but before 1 
had well determined in what manner to 
ceed, I was called to one who brous ht 25 
letter, the character of which, on t e ſupet- 
ſcription, J knew to be that af Armuthi, and 
ueſſed the fatal purport before 8. 5 read it f in 
| theſe lines. „ 

As ſhe ene theſe words ſhe book out 6p 
ber pocket a letter, Which ſhe put into Be, 
hands of Miramillia, to read while the indulg 
ed the greatneſs of her ſorrows in tears, n 
again paſt the power of ere ce by ech 
her danpsthiziag lie friend conſidering ic tepest 
the contents of that paper would ſerve but to 
arten her TED; read to berſelf 25 follows. wi 
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+323c:i-Mot 228w 15 abdinon 7 {6 toe; ppt 28 
„ To my dear injured; STENOCLEA. 
(/// ⁰ EO DE: OT. -- 05 3 ” 0 
4 Need net new be demanded the reaſons: 
of chat deſphir you Have ſo often ob- 
« ſerved, and iwhich here indeed too juſtly 
«+ viſible for you not to perceive, yet heaven 


* will, Ihope, forgive a crime which was 
« involuntary Oh 1! that you would as rea- 


c dily be brought not to hate the man, whoſe 
«. death will ſoon atone the murder of Bar- 
et nibar; hut that were too vain a hope: by 
© one raſmact E have Leprived you of a bro- 


ther, who maß gxtremely deaf to you, and 


«© of a. huſpand who valued nothing in com- 
0 3 you what can f ſay in vin- 
« dication of what Ihave dohe, which will not 
© ſeem rather to add to the heinouſneſs of it? 
c yet had I loved you to a leſs violent degree, 
«:{ had not bern thus criminal; the grief I 


<2 conceived: for having taken the life of an 
innocent gentleman, and the brother of 
<\Stenoclea, ſhould have made me, the next 


d moment I knew to whom my ſword had 
been ſo fatal, reſigned myſelf to juſtice; 
and, ſelf- accuſed, teſtified how little my 


„ heart was capable of taking the part of 


<< -murder, though acted by my own hand: 


& but, oh! I muſt then have gone to the 
grave unbleſſed with your poſſeſſion - it 


was not life, but the enjoyment of Steno- 
6: clea, that made me ſcreeꝶ the murder of 
c your brother from the juſt cenſure of the 

. | : « laws; 


* 
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law; yet, oh! L confeſs it was a ſelf- inter- 
<< efted flame, and aa ou 22 never Y forgive 
* the man, who, to ff n your charms,. 
65 ment you in his deſtruction- Horrid 
guilt ! I tremble to think ham much. * 

" 3 vou ; pity me, it is. all L aſk; 


_ © for a mitigation-of my firſt. erime, the kuk. 


ing of your brother, ie is what I neither 
hope, nor will endeardut; the law:requires 
my blood, and I will: yield it a willing ſa- 
erifice 3 be you no more ſevere, hor Hate af- 
ter deaths — who only: wiſnhed to live: for 


' K K& 8 8 2 


e KVour moft paſtehatef rn 

Big 2 - e though Made” * | 

3 7 100 * and 400 gude huſband, 
net 4 20 We + 66 ArMuTAr,” 
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mie eireumſtandes under which ami yet 
hope you will not refuſe that eomfort to my 
092 Hateſt moments, which ſhall-be. all emplay- 


N ed in eee 'bleflings on you. Once 


9 —_— and pity the wretch, who way 
* your ithfuf buſband and ever adeter.“ 23 


' Now 8 M RN To 


dlea, gentle lady adviſt nia what ts do if a. 


condition ſo truſy deſperste as mine can ad. 
mit of any which may afford. the leafiabav 
dow of a comfort, The moment I had read 


open wn: never-can be other Wan; 5b 


. 8:1 ieee to! be you, im 


| N 


en 0 lines, officers came into 


a my: 
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ny houſe, are now in poſſeſſion as of the goods 
- bf a delinquent, and ſhortly will the loſt Ar- 
muthi be made an example of publick juſtice,. 
and I, his wife, be driven out: to ills, the leaſt 
ef which is beggary. r. 
Few people had more the art of perſuaſion, 
or a greatenſhare of good · nature to comfort tha 


diſtreſſed, than Miramiltia ; but the caſe was 


here too deſperate, and all ſhe could do for a: 


long time, was to bear her company in tears; 
but recovering herſelf as well as ſhe was able, 


fhe- at laſt begped ſhe would not give way'ito- 
 forrow ;: and farting on a ſudden, as one. 
waked from a trance, Since you: defire. my 
advice, Stenoclea; ſaid ſhe, I will give it you, 


and have betHibught me of a way, which, if 


it ſucceeds, will ſave you alb from the miſe-- 
ries you dread; Armuthi will live; your re- 
putation will be fafe, and goods-and/tands pre- 
Ferved. You muſt, continued ſhe; bend your 
whole ftudy to raife friends to procure à par- 
don for your huſband z thus far the duty of 4 
wife obliges you to do; but as it is your bro- 
ther he has killed, ill would it become you 
to live with the murderer of ſo near and — 
a relation. No, you muſt ſave Armuthi, but 
muſt ſee him no more. You muſt be content 
to paſs the remainder of your days in lonely 

' _ folitude, a widow while your huſband lives; 


and think, ſaid the, ſhould you diſpoſe, in 


Charitable uſes, one half of that eſtate which. 
by his death would all be forfeited for a leſs. 
bious end; and wieh the other retire to _ 


8 
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ſer, there to pray for the expiation of the ſin 
of. 2 who, doubtleſs, muſt ſtill be dear to 
| it would be the greateſt means of bring- 
— peace to your own. mind you could make 
uſe of; and beſides, be a glorious pattern of 
virtue; thus mull both the copſugal and 
fraternal duty. N 
„It was without che leaſt heſitation that Ste- 
| dene aſſured her, ſhe would gladly take her 
council in every particular, but ſeemed to en- 
tertain little hopes of prevailing for a pardon 
for Armutbi, on which Miramillia readily made 
her an offer of uſing what intereſt ſhe had with 
the ſenate; and indeed ſhe ſo effeckually made 
good her promiſe, that in a week's time ſhe 
raiſed this. afflicted lady from that extremity 
of deſpair ſhe had been in, by obtaining the 
life of. hi her dear huſband. His pardon was 
ſigned, and he was releaſed from priſon; but 
before he was ſo, Miramillia, who thought 
Stenoclea could not continue to live with him 
with honour, took care to remoye. ber to 3 
monaſtery. The diſtraction of Armuthi, when 
he found on what terms he was ſaved, being 
nothing material to the intent of this book, 
I shall not go about to deſcribe ; therefore 
ſhall only ſay, that when all he could do had 
proved in e cual. to move Stenoclea from 
that reſolution ſhe. had taken by the advi ice 
of Miramillia, and by the latter of theſe ladies 
been convinced, that he owed no leſs than ſuch, 
a: ſelf-denial to the memory of Barnibar, he 
Fr the —_—_ of his wiſe, and N | 


drew 
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drew mto· a convent, where, among the ſoci- 
ety of the holy fathers, he was, in a little 
time, taught to deſpiſe the vanity of all ſen- 
ſaal enjoyments, and to ſpend the days allot- 
ted him in this world, in preparations for a 
better. Stenoclea grew a great example of 
_piety, and after their mutual converſion, there 
paſle ed letters between them, which have been 
printed ſince their deaths, for the edification | 
of others in piety and virtue. 

Miramillia left them not till ſhe had ſeen 
every article of her advice obeyed, and this ſo 
lately unhappy pair in a fair way of being 
tranquil in their own minds; and looked upon 
as eminent examples of reſolution and ftrength 
of virtue, by all who knew them or had 1 8 
their ſtory. 

But now baving ſo happily finiſhed this 
good work, her own misfortunes, and the me- 
mory of her dear ſon, made her begin again 

to think on the fortune-teller's prediction, 
ep renew the ſearch ſhe had for ſome time 
W to ſerve the unfortunate Stenoclea. 
he had in her youth commenced the moſt 
tender friendſhip for a beautiful lady, called 
Violathia, but both marrying, and removing 
into diſtant provinces, the care of their own. 
families, joined to a ſet of new acquaintance, 
and a different turn in their affairs, had made 
them forgetful of each other. Miramillia had 
been told that ſhe had been very unhappy in 
the unkindneſs of her huſband for the firſt 
= of her W but . her ä 
2 ince 
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ſince had made an alteration in his humour 
ſo much to her advantage, that he now adored 
and loved what before he had ſeemed to con- 
temn and hate. She imagined that content- 
ment could no where be ſo perfect as where 


misfortunes had been; nothing affording a 


overcome our woes endears the preſent joy 


more real ſatisfaction than to reflect on paſt 
miſeries, when in a ſtate of eaſe. . To have 


and having experienced what it is to be un- 
happy, we better know the value of the bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy. To her, therefore, ſhe re- 


ſolved to go, confident that the friendſhip: 
that had formerly been between them, would 
render her a welcome gueſt; and that the 
_ ether would rejoice in an opportunity to ſerve 


her. But the caſtle in which ſhe lived, being, 


à great diſtance from Venice, it took her up 


ſome time in making preparations for e. 
ny; and while things were getting ready for 


her departure, an adventure preſented itſelf to 


her, which gave her hope ſhe ſhould. have no. 


need of leaving the eity, or of making any 


' farther. enquiry, 


=o 


She was onthe at a window that locked 
into the ſtreet, ai 


ſaw a coach, with the moſt” 


| rs. equipage that could be attending it, 
op at ber gate; the perceived a lady in it, 


but not having a full ſight of her face, and the 


very and arms being unknown to her, ſbe: 


4 


was utterly at a loſs from whom ſhe was about 
to xeceive ſo grand a viſit: nor was ſhe out of 


_ her conſternation, when a ſeryant came * 


"BNOQ:FFE Vt: 195; 
the room to inform her, that the Marchioneſs de 
Savilado, being told ſhe now ſaw company, 
deſired leave to wait on her. This was a name 
entirely a ſtranger to her ears; however, could 
not refuſe admittance: to a lady of that quality, 
though unknown to her; therefore ordered 
fhoald be immediately introduced. But infi- 
nite was her aſtoniſhment, when in the face of 
this high-titled lady, ſhe found the features of 
Mara, the daughter of a perſon who had been 
a ſteward: to her huſband, and who had nei- 
ther beauty nor wealth to compenſate for the 
meanneſs of her birth, or any way to entitle 
her to expect the fortune ſhe ſeemed now to 
ws poſſeſſed of. The ſurprize ſhe was in, as 
well as the uncertainty in what manner ſhe 


mould accoſt her, prevented her from ſpeak- 


ing to her immediately; and the other gueſſing 
what her thoughts were, I doubt not, faid 
| the, with a_ gay air, but that your ladyſhip is 
_ prodigiouſly amazed to fee the daughter of 
your ſteward exalted. to a ſtation ſo far above 
her hopes; but wit abundantly makes up for 
all other deficiencies; and if the reſt of my 
x, to that ambition which is inherent to the 
name of woman, had ſome ſhare of my pru- 
dence, they might all become as happy as my- 
ſelf, and the mean part of mankind be com- 
pelled to live in an eternal celibacy. But, 
continued ſhe, to eaſe your ladyſhip of all ſuſ- 
pence, I will give you m biffory in as brief 
à manner as I can. My father, at his death, 
left me miſtrefs of about a thouſand * 
Sg | | wien 
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which I very well: knew could entitle. me to. 

no higher expectations than a pitiful mecha- 

nick, and my ſoul es thofe- 
lai 


contemptible wretches, I 
ſtock of money in cloaths and jewels ; the. 
firſt of theſe, indeed, were truly rich, but the 
others were, counterfeit ;.. but ſo exactly re- 
ſembling the right, beth. in their luſtre, and. 
the manner in which they were ſet, that they. 
paſſed among very. good judges for fuch as I. 
would have them. e Th name from. 
Maria to Coquiana, and gave out that I was. 
the daughter of a Hamborough merchant, 
from. which: place I pretended to have been. 
lately arrived. I had a little underſtanding in. 
the language, and had converſed with ſome 
people who came from thence, which enabled 
me, to carry on my deſign the better. But I. 
diſcourſed only in French, ſeeming altogether. 
ignorant of Italian. The report of my vaſt. 
fortune gained me à multitude of lovers, but 
I took care to encourage none, who I per- 
ceiyed were too cautious to marry me with- 
aut being better aſſured, than they could be 
from my own mouth. The Marquis de Sa- 
vilado being among the number of my ad- 
mirers, I favoured his pretenſions the moſt 3 
becauſe, as he was a ſtranger, and as much. 
unknown in Venice as I pretended to be, he 
could have no opportunity of being informed 
of the truth of my affairs. In fine, madam, 
he, doubting not but I was the perſon I feign- 
ed to be, continued his applications; and it. 
$2358. „„ would 


d out my whole 
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would have been madneſs in me to have aCted 
a part too coy. I ſuffered myſelf to be won 
by his importunities ; we were married, and :[ 
am now Marchioneſs de Savilado. . 
You have, indeed, had ſucceſs in your de- 
_ *figns, ſaid Miramillia, but has your huſband 
yet diſcovered the "impoſition? No, replied 
the other. The firſt endearments of our nup- 
tials are yet hardly over, and I ſhould be mon- 
ſtrouſſy offended with him, if he ſhould deſcend _ 
ſo low to think of:fordid money, till by my ap- 
pearing weary of the ſoft folly, he had permiſ- 
ſion to throw away an hour on'bufineſs. It 
will be very much your intereſt then, reſumed 
Miramillia, not to ſeem ſo too ſoon; for it is 
my opinion, that when he once gets leiſure to 
examine the cheat you have put on him, you 
may bid adieu to all future demonſtrations of 
his kindneſs. As for that, ſaid ſhe, I am per- 
fectly at eaſe; it is altogether indifferent to 

me whether he loves or hates: I have gained 

my point, I am his wife; not all the laws of 
Venice can make me otherwiſe: I muſt, in 
ſpight of him, preſerve my title, be a ſharer 


in his fortune, keep up my equipage and ſtate; 


S 
2 


and am better acquainted with the world, and 
the modes of it, than to give myſelf any pain 
about my huſband's affection. Yet ſtill, re- 
z ſumed Miramillia, there is much to be feared 
from that power, and I ſhould tremble at the 
apprehenſions of what private ill treatment I 
might meet with from a man ſo deceived, 
however his pwn character might oblige him 
4 5 3 to 


ve 


58 THE FRUITLESS 
toi uſe me well before company. Oh, madam! 
cried the marchioneſs, you loved the man you 
married, but we, who conſult our intereſt a- 
one, can find ſo true a contentment in the 
gratification of that view, that we perceive no 
-want of any other. Let the marquis fret as 
much as he pleaſes, at the diſappointment of 
his expectations, while I know myſelf ſeeure 
of mine, I {hall but laugh at his want of pe- 
netration in the firſt place, which ſuffered him 
io be ſo eaſily impoſed on; and at his philo- 
-ophy in the next, which no better enables 
him to ſupport his misfortunes. No, I defy 
Fate and him to give me a moment's diſcon- 
_ *tent: I am rich, great, and will be happy! 
__  Miramillia could not forbear teſtifying ſome 
part of that diſdain the conceived for a perſon 
of that humour, by ſhaking her head, and 
:frowning ſeveral times while ſhe was ſpeak- 
ing; but afterwards reflecting that happineſs 
as rather ideal than eſſential, and that whoa- 
ever imagined themſelves bleſſed, was ſo in 
fact, whatever opinion others might have of 
them; it ſtruck into her head, that this vain, 
gay creature might have it more in her power 
to perform the piece of ſempſtry ſhe was ſo 
earneſt to have accompliſhed, than thoſe, who 
dy thinking more deeply, had a more juſt 
- Jenſe of the inſtability of thoſe joys which the 


world calls bleſſings. - She therefore commu- 
nicated to her the prediction of the fortune 
teller, and the deſire ſhe had of putting it to 


* 
* * 


1e proof, You could not, replied the mar- 
: | Ds 4 | Chioneſs, 


— wht 


chibneſs, have mentioned this affair to any 
one in the world more capable of ſerving you 
than myſelf. I proteft to you, I am ſo far 
from any diſturbed emotions, that I believe 
not a poſſibility of any thing that now could 
diſorder me, though for a moment. I will 
therefore undertake the work, and if there be 
any truth in this ſpell, depend on hearing, by 

any means, of _ beloved ſon in a ſhort 
time. I will defer the giving myſelf the plea- 
ſure of ſome viſits, I intended to make, till 
another opportunity, and fit down early to- 
morrow morning on 5 work; which I aſ- 
ſure you nothing ſhall take me from, till it 
be accompliſhed. Miramillia thanked her; 
and, after ſome converſation, the marchioneſs 
took her leave, and Jeft the other more ſatiſ- 
med in her mind than ſhe had been ſince the 
* of her ſearch. 


ut it was not long permitted her toenjoy this 
ccontentment; ſome ladies of her-acquaintance 
coming to viſit her, about three or four days 
after that in which ſhe had ſeen the marchio- 
neſs, they told her, by way of entertain- 
ment, that a very pleaſant diſcovery of a dou- 


ble impoſition had lately been made, to the 


great diverſion of the town; and then pro- 
ceeded to relate, that a vain creature, of a 
mean birth and education, had ſet up for a 
woman of fortune, and, as ſuch, was married 
to a man who pretended himſelf the Marquis 
ge Savilado; but that within a week after the 
ceremony he was known by ſome people, = 
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had ſeen him in another capacity, to have been 
:all his life-time, ſince he was capable of ſer- 
vice, the groom of that nobleman whoſe title 
he had taken up; that the relating of this be- 
ing immediately ſpread, thoſe ſeveral tradeſ- 
men, whoſe goods: he had bought on the cre- 
dit of his quality, came to demand their own 
again; that the fine houſe was ſtripped-of all 
its furniture; and the ſham- owner of thoſe 
rich cloaths, which had for ſome time given 
him the appearance of a man of rank. That 
the bride, who having been left miſtreſs of . 
ſome fortune by her father, which ſhe had 
laid out in equipping herſelf for this enter- 
prize, was now compelled, by the threaten- 
ings and ſtripes of her huſband, to turn into 
money the few valuable things ſhe had, for 
this, ſupport. 

This was enough to 3 Miramillia 3 
the had been deceived in her expectations 
from this ſide; and therefore got every thing 
ready for her journey to Violathia's, with as 
much expedition as poſſible, and: having ac- 
compliſhed all that was neceſſary for that pur- 
-poſe, ſet out with an equipage befitting her 
on quality, and the ſtate of the e * 
was going to viſit. 

As ſhe had never been e to con- 
verſe with any but thoſe of the great world, 
no grandeur. could be very ſurpriſing to ber 

es, elſe would the ma Kaese e beheld 
0 i eur this lady have aſtoniſhed her. The 

ole: in which ſhe . was ſituated in oſt 

3 mo 
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maſt pleaſant country the had ever ſeen ; two 
xows of 1 pines formed a delightful road, 
29 ſhe paſſed up, by an eaſy aſcent, to the top 
of a Fat on which it ſtood : on either hand 

perceived, through the trees, 2 thouſand 
little caſcades, which, emptying themſelves 
into the vale beneath, ſeemed to feed the ri- 
vers, from which they were derived them- 
ſelves, by ſecret conveyances and pipes under 
ground: four lofty towers built all of ſton 
and crowned 1 gilded pinnacles at a ms 
| tance, pleaſed the «0 and added a vaſt 
grace to the noble ſtructure they appeared to 
guard. The ſummit of the mountain gain- 
— a number of ſtat gods and heroes, 
placed on mage pedeſt; 35 185 their right 
| e extended, Suns! to the brazen gate, 
. * which one of Miramillia's ſervants having 
| kngcked, the maſly foldings were immedi- 
| g y thrown back by. two ſervants in rich 
| liveries; and preſently appeared ſeveral others, 
who being informed of the name * quality 
of the peſo who was Me, to be a guelt, | 

conducted her through a eur hall, into a 

room adorned with curious hangings, fine 
__  Salntings,, Naa e branches, ach con- 
| 1 arg et wax tapers, ready to ſup- - 
| ace of. Phabus, when he withdrew 
his beams to chear ſame diſtant world. But 
dhe had 0 time to admire the excellent 
fancy and ſkill, in placing the ornaments of 


8 
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of them, the lovely Violathia, on a marble 


ſtaircaſe, haſting to welcome her. Both run 


with open arms to meet each other, and by 


the tenderneſs of their embraces declared, the 


memory of their former friendſhip was far 
from being extinct on either ſide. Miramil- 
lia endeavoured to excuſe her long abſence ; 
but the other aſſured her, that ſhe had now 
repaired it 4; her preſence, and that there was 
nothing could have afforded her ſo ſincere a 
ſatisfaction as the ſight of her. Ihe firſt ſa- 
lutations being over, Violathia led her uf 


ſtairs, where her buſband, the 1 5 ay 'Berofi, 


Count, who imagined thi 


received her according to her quality, and as 
à perſon of whom ſhe had heard his wife ſpeak 


Voith the higheſt reſpe& and loye. © There was 


no time for private converſation that night 3 
but the next day, being left alone by thi 
ey might have ſome- 
what to ſay to each other, Miramillia, with a 
freedom becoming the former intimacy be- 


tween them, began to queſtion her concern 


ing her affairs, and extol that prudence and 
ſweetneſs of behaviour, which had wrought 
fo wonderful an alteration in the behaviour 
of the Count, as to convert him from one of 
the worſt of huſbands to the beſt. I perceive, 
Faith Violathia, the report of my adventures 


has reached Venice; and it is probable, that 


the conſideration of his own character, more 
re, diſcretion, has obliged the Count to 
change his treatment of me. I hope, reſumed 


3 
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millia, that is not an article now to be diſ- 
puted; the world will have it, that he adores 
you with greater ardour than the firſt bridal 
- Wiſhes could infpire ; you certainly are the 
beſt judge whether they are ſincere or not. 


That complaiſance which the care of one's ; 
reputation obliges us to pay to a perſon uni: 
ted to us by marriage, has in it a conſtraint | 


eaſily to be perceived, and is moſt ſhown-in | 
publick; but that which flows from the foul, KM 

and is indeed the effects of love, pours itſelf 

forth chiefly in privacy, when only the dear 

object is witneſs of what we ſay or do. But 

why ſhould I attempt to expatiate on the dif- 

ference between a real and enforced tender- 

neſs ; Violathia is- herſelf too good a judge 
to be deceived: in a point which ſo nearly 

concerns her happineſs; and if ſhe pleaſes to 

put that confidence in me, can inform me if 

. Pager ſhe enjoys is ſo great as it is ſaid 

Violathia was ſome time before ſhe made 
any anſwer to this demand, but when ſhe -.** 

did, it was in this manner. There is nothing, 1 

ſaid ſhe, which L dare not repoſe in Miramil- 
 lia's breaſt, and heaven knows the need I have 
had of ſuch a friend as you; how often I have 


wiſhed to pave out all the ſecrets of my ſoul, 
and beg inſtructions from your wiſer judgment 


for the regulation of my conduct. Oh! that 


ä 3 ſooner had bleſſed me with your ſociety. 
Your councils might then have averted what h 
37251 go ima? ovn4$ Bis 2510 57 - 196-10 WOW 8 
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How can never be recalled, and I might have 
indeed been us happy as the world believes. 
Then the falle Count, interrupted Miramitlia, 
is yet inſenſidle of your worfu, nor knows: 70 
prize the tresfure fie is maſter of Ungrate- 
ful man! how much has fame deceived me? 
I came full charged with congratulations, but 
find condolemenits better fuit your ſtate, and 
the moſt keen reproaches his. Hold, noble 


- * 
4 py 


| 107 | reſtated the scher, I dare not be un- 


jets whatever” effors my unhappy circum- 

znces may have involved me in. The Count 
repenting of his former treatment, behaves to 
me with tenderneſs unutterable. 80 dearly 
does he prize my peace, he'ſcems to have ne 
will but mine. My ſmiles make all his joy; 
my frowns his only care. Never was woman 
more ardefitly beloved and adored. Had he 
a world te loſe, che enample of Mark An- 
tony would ceafe:to create wonder, and Be- 
roſi be eſteemed the greater prodigy of -love; 
and Cleopatra's fame yield ts the more pre- 
_ vailing foree of Violathia's charms, Yes, he 
is kind as tender mothers to their new- born 
babes ; Rudieus to oblige; and fearful to of- 
fend, 45 If not his own ſer, but mine, were 
otdained by heaven for rule. But, oh l toe 
late has this eenverſion happened; the thou- 
ſandth part of theſe endearments would onee 
Have made me the happieſt of weman-kind, 

but now render me the moſt accurfel. 

A flicod '6f-tears here intercepted the ipaſ- 
lage of her words, and gave Miramillia leave 
CCC 1 : to 
* | 


«© 


F 


tao blame; and inf 80 8 
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mums ber diſcourſe, which ſhe did i in theſe 


. hank Theard, faid ſhe, of the ill uſage 
you. have received ; but ſure, methinks, 
that could with fo much patience ſupport that 


_ cruelty, might, for her own ſake, endeavour 


to-loſe the memory of it. Beſides, remem- 


der, deareſt Violathia, it is not in the power 
of the moſt erring mortal to offend. us ſo 
much, as een the beſt of us offend daily the 


majeſty of heaven; but yet does ſincere re- 
pentance obtain merey; N even the lateſt 
Funn. to 2 hope pardon for all paſt 
tranſgreflion -Ca you want ſweetneſs then 
of dif) a0 al ook on all atonements as 
too mean to expiate the wrongs you have 
receired? Time is not to be recalled, nor 
can the Count do more to merit your for- 
giveneſa, than to diſpoſe of all that is to 
come in ſuch. a manner as become: his cha- 


_acknowle e the ce 80 7 ur remon- 
* replied Viol + juice 1 I kno „ too well 


to what, I am bound, hath by ' religion and 


good- nature, not to confeſs I an exceedingly 


continued. the, . ba heal any her | 

the partner 
of my moſt ſecret 1 — lay open all 
my ſoul, but that dread the virtue 1 re- 
vere ; and fear to f all that pity my miſ- 


. | CS. fortunes 


* 
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fortunes claim, when you ſhall know how 
far the weakneſs of my ſex. has ſwayed my 
reaſon, and undone. my peace. It is not, Mi- 
ramillia, that I hate Beroſi, but myſelf, which 
renders all he can do to pleaſe me ineffectual, 
and 1 pardon from my ſoul his crimes, but 
. on IETF 
A 7 It mad with zn uifpeatiable furprize Mi- 
ramillia heard theſe words, various and per- 
plexed conjectures ran through «her mind; 
Which the other obſerving by the changes in 
| . I doubt not, faid ſhe; but 
by what I have declared, you are not far from 
ueſſing the truth of my misfortune and my 
ault ; and as the ſecret rages for vent with- 
in my troubled breaſt, to whom, with fo much 
ſafety, can I reveal it, as to one whoſe diſ- 

_ erection and forgiving tenderneſs, I am ſo. well 
- acquainted with ? I will then relate the whole 
ſtory of what has happened to me, ſince thoſe 
bleſſed days, when free from care, we made 


no ſcruple of revealing to each other, each 
wiſh and innocent deſire that roſe in either 
of pur ſouls. Pity the miſeries I have ſince 
endured; and in charity believe, that had 1 

been leſs anhappy, I had alſo been leſs guils 


Wh RD . ioizon F 2s lr 10 | 
Wan too much leyctity de vou Judge 
ourſelf, replied Miramillia, to need t feat 
the cenſure of another: ſhe that ſo nicely 
can diſtinguiſh between good am ill, can 
never wrong the dictates of her conſcience 
„ Ls be dl gn. ! 
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in any ſuperlative degree; and I am almoſt 


confident, you have done nothing I ſhould 
not, with leſs difficulty, abſolve you for, than 
you found in the committing it. 


A deep ſigh was all the reply Violathia 


made to theſe words, and perceiving the other 


expected the performance of her 8 ſhe 


began it in this manner. 
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A2 you were 1 ſald ſhe, and re- 


moved to Venice ſome months before I 
had ſeen the Count Beroſi, it may be neceſſary 
to inform you, that love had the leaſt ſhare 

in exciting me to this Hymen; but as I was 

unprepoſſeſſed with any impreſſion i in favour 
of another, I readily acquieſced to the will 
of my parents, who thought themſelves hap- 

py in diſpoſing uf me to a man of his qua- 
| ty and vaſt poſſeffions. After I became his 

wife, gratitade for the elevated ſtation to 
- which Fis tove. had raifed me, malle me re- 
- Uk him with the higheſt veneration; I 

ught I could never efteem too much a 
perſon who had done fuch great things for 
me; and this. regard encreaſing daily, would 
E. They have ripened inte the moſt tender 
affection, had he continued to give me proofs. 
of his; but, alas! I had not yet brought in» 
to the world my e ſon, before the moſt 
unreaſonable jealouſy took poſſeſſion of his 
ſoul; not the moſt intimate of his friends. 
were "exempted from his baſe ſuſpicions, 2 b 


- 
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did not the tempeſt of his fury fall on them, 
but me. - At frft he told me, that he believ- 
ed I was not guilty of wronging him in fact, 
but that he read my inclinations in my eyes, 
and knew I wanted but an opportunity to be- 


dome as vile as proftitution could make a wo- 


man: he accuſed me of caſting amorous glan- 
ces on the young cavaliers who frequented: his. 


Po, houſe, and if at any time I chanced to ſigh (as. 


- is reproaches gave me but too juſt a cauſe) 
he would fly into the extremeſt rage, and 
ſwear I was then languiſhing for ſome one 
or other, whom he would name; far it was 
no ſingle perſon for whom I was thus brand. 
ed, but all, by turns, were alike cenfured, or 
rather I was ſo alike for all. I begged that 
he would permüt me to keep my chamber 
"whenever-any viſitors. oame to che caſtle, that 


dy ſeeing no company I might put it out of 


1 cluding myſelf from all ſociety but his, 


His power to imagine I treated any of them 
with more regard than was ſtent with 
his repoſe; but even this proof of my humi- 
-lity and reſignation to his will, he interpret 
ed., as an effect of cunning, and that by ſe- 
OY 
a: defire to expoſe his jealouſy to che world, 
and acquire compaſſion for the hard uſage 1 
veceived from him; in ſine, 1 could ſay na- 
hing, or do nothing, that was not miſconſtru- 
_ ed by his wild paſſion... How cruel a face was 
ithis for a heart «which ſtudied nothing but 
to pleaſure him. With what iſtreams of tears. 
_ \did-/Llamentany«unhappy-ſtate;.and-now:in- . 
LS TT 2 ᷣ 


2 is ; 4 
8 a” , 


* 
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. deed began to wiſh my lot had been caſt 
otherwiſe ; how much more bleſſed would a 


middle ſtate of life have made me with ſome 
leſs ungenerous man, than all this pomp and 


grandeur condemned to bear upbraidings ſo 


unjuſt, and hourly taxed with a breach of 
l that duty I had ſo religiouſly obſerved, that 
I call heaven to witneſs, that for three whole 
years I had no wiſh but to regain his affections 
and convince him that I was ſuch as he deſired 
I ſhould'be, nor in ſpite of his ſeverities had 
once turned my eyes on any en bhen with 
„ =p E ee 12 

But to return, I was in "Paw; n delivered 


1 of a ſon, and had great hopes that little image 
of himſelf would have'wrought a change in his 


temper to my advantage; but, on the con- 
trary, he grew more unkind 3 ſcarce; was that 
dreadful rack of nature over, which. draws 
pity from even the moſt: abdurate hearts, 
when he came into the chamber,-ahd order- 
ing the woman who attended me to with- 
draw, accuſed me of having brought a ſpu- 


-Fious heir into his family, talked to me in 


a faſhion which even the meaneſt man, if 


bhuoneſt, would be aſhamed of, branded me 


with the fouleſt names that tongue ever ut- 
tered, or the malicious heart of man had 
baſeneſs to invent; and though I wept, and 
prayed him to forbear, avowed my innocence 


by all the imprecations- I was able; all I 


eould ſay or ſwear was vain, and he flung 
from me „ curſes. — cruel 
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uſage joined with the weakneſs of my con- 
dition, threw me in fits, which by all about 
me were judged to be fatal ; yet did I not, 
in my intervals of ſenſe, utter a word that 
could give any one a hint of the occaſion : 
though this ' patience I aſcribe not to the 
tenderneſs I retained for his character, but 
my own ; I 'was aſhamed the world ſhould 
know I had been ſo much as ſuſpected of ſo 
foul a crime as that he charged me with, and 
' Choſe rather to die in filence than reveal his 
crime and my misfortune. It is plain, how- 
ever, that he deſired not my death, by ſend- 
ing for the beſt phyſicians the country afford- 
ed, and promiſing them immenſe rewards if I 
recovered, Their care and ſkill, indeed, a- 
vailed me much; but I believe had not been 
effectual enough to have reſtored me, had not 
the relenting Beroſi come to my bedſide, and, 
on his knees, conjured me to live, and to for- 
give the raſhneſs of his impatient jealouſy, 
which he ſaid had been occaſioned only by 
an exceſs of love, and the fears of loſing any 
part of that affection he eſteemed ſo precious; 
he cloſed theſe aſſurances by the moſt ſolemn 
7 3 never to ſuſpect my virtue more, 
This converſion (which 1 then believed ſin- 
cere) gave me ſo perfect a pleaſure, that I 
know not if in my whole life I ever felt the 
like; I kiſſed his hands, and vowed to him 

(heaven knows with the utmoſt truth) that 
this kind return to the good opinion he once 
Had of me, had more than recompenſed the 
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cruelty of his late miſtake. -- He ſeemed en. 
tirely ſatisfied with my forgiveneſs, embraced! 

- metenderly, and withdrew. After this .my: 
diſtemper abated by ſuch ſwift degrees, that 
at the next vilit the phyſicians made me, they 
gave their judgment that 1 was out of dan- 

ce | 


gar; but, ſee! the ſtrange caprices of this 
ſelf=tormented huſband, he no ſooner perceiv- 
ed I was recovering, than he relapſed into his 
former jealouſies. He alledged, that had but. 
dillembled: thoſe agonies, to. make me 7 
innocent; he plainly told me, that had. I been 
really fo, Lcould nat ſo eaſily have been brought 
to: pardon his ſuſpicions, and rene wed chis re- 
proaches in the ſame or more opprobrious lan- 
guage than before, nay, to ſuct a height did 


the violence of his temper tranſport him, that 
he would mot ſuffer the ceremony of baptiſm. 
to the infant to be performed In his -own- | 
houſe; now making no ſcruple to declare 
before all the fervants, that he knew it not to 
be his, and would permit no baſe- born child 
to receive a name under his roof. O Mira 
millia | what a Hock was this | nothing.can 
be more amazing to me, than that I. Ived to 
endure. it; would to God 1 had notz how 
much more happy had I been to have fallen a 
martyr to the unjuſt ſuſpicions. of a cruel huf- 
band, than to have lived to wrong a kind, a 
V 


* 


the injured babe to receive his inition into 
che Chriſtian, church, aud, afterwands be 
brought up in the houfe of a poor 


1 
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the neigbbourhood, none of the Count's re- 
ktions daring, to accept the charge, and mine 
were at too great a diſtanee. Thus was the 
| heir of a great title and eſtate thruſt in his. 
pelpleſs infancy from his father's doors, and 
Ttobbed of the fond care of an indulgent but 
unhappy mother. With what anguiſh I part: 
. ed from him, what inexpreſſible horrors rent 
my bleeding heart at this feparation from ſo- 
dear a part of myſelf, none but a mother can 
Lonceive. Tet did not this facriflee appeafe 
the reſtleſs rage of my then* inhuman hull. 
band ; he pitied not my tears, nor had the 
leaſt compaſſion for the overwhelming griefs 
with which. I was oppreffed. He talked of 
nothing but being divorcetl from me; and 1 
| _ Was cempelled to endure the worlt of treat- 
ment from him, without feeming to repine, - 
leſt my complaints ſhould” more provoke him- 
to put that cruel defign in execution; not 
that I was mean; ſpirited enough to content 
myſelf with ſubmitting to ſuch uſage for any 
| 8 Purges ou K yon 
my perſevering in my duty would one day 
| etna 555 my e and make win 
take into his care and protection my dear 


child, enabled me to fupport all the barbari- 
: ties he could inflict on me. e e 
Nor was I always without ſeeing ſome 
ſucceſs .of my defigns 3 many months were 
not elapſed before he again appeared moved * 
With my afllictions, again entreated my for- 1 
Sivenes, and obtained, if on condition the — 
CER. > x. one 


W 


— 


> 


* 


tracted jealouſies returned, and with it my ill 


— 
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would. reſtore my ſon,to my embraces, and 


acknowledge him for what he was, his own. 


He complied;' and I was flattered with a ſhort- 


| lived happineſs, in the recovered kindneſs. of 
my huſband,” and preſence of my ſon; but, 


oh! I enjoyed not ſo many days of pleaſurs 
as I had known months of grief; ſoon his diſ- 


uſage; I was again with child, and he re- 


newed his former baſe ſuſpicions. But why 
ſhould I trouble you. with relating the parti- 


culars of his behaviour, which were but ſo 


* 


many repetitions of what before I ſuffered; it 
mall ſuffice to tell you, that for three whole 


. 


Fears I bore barbarities, which if I ſhould pub- 


iſh, would ſcarce gain credit from thoſe who 
ſaw them not; I bore, them without conteſt- 
ing with my fate; and for the ſake of thoſe 
dear innocents, to whom I was: a mother, ſub- 


mitted myſelf to, every thing which I could 


think would ſoften him enough to make him 


own . himſelf a father. But what avails my 


boaſted patience? what l though for a time I 


perſevered in the ſtricteſt paths of virtue, if I 
dat laſt fled from them, and had recourſe to re. 


Among the reſt of the cruelties he practiſed 


on me, he would ſometimee ſtart from his 
midnight fleep,. and rouſing me from mine, 
with a drawn ſword uplifted at my breaſt, 


compel me to-forſake my bed, and drive me 


out naked; and ſhivering betwixt cold and 


fears. Xo paſs the remainder of the night in 


r * 
n 1 


onder ; 


— 
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1 3 portico, with the 0 outra- 
geous threats deterring my maids from bring- 
ing a nightgown to me, or any other cover- 
ing to ſhelter my weak trembling limbs from 
thẽ inclement air. One of thoſe diſmal nights, 
as I was caſting, up my eyes to heaven, be- 
_ wailing my misfortunes, a little arrow, ſuch 
as children play with, fell at my feet; I felt 
the unhurtful touch, and much amazed, and 
wondering wbence it came, took it p⸗ and 
61 a paper fixed to it, which, plucking 
I found directed to myſelf, add by the 

1 hit of 1 moon, which then no n | 
bright read. in it theſe lines : LIE | 


* 


XX "HEN beauty and Aided, duch as 
VV; yours, demand the aſſiſtance of 
40 NA. mowers, the brighteſt, moſt adored 
« among them, , muſt vouchſafe it: the God 
'& of love, burning with ſhame and tage to 
"« eg. his altars thus profaned by your injuri- 
e ous huſpand, offers you a champion to re- 
460 dreſs your wrongs ; too much your ſuffer- 
4 40 virtue has endured, nor ought you to 
L ſubmit longer to a. treatment ſo unworthy, 
0. and Which AS. it has deſtroyed your peace, 
+ 6 will alſo, in a hort time, your life; quit 

ee then the hone abi bed of that ungratefel 
0 man, and find protection in more faithful 
e arms: long have I been an admirer of your 
0 beauty, but am now become an adorer of 
e that noble fortitude with which you have 
40 e indignities, it FYNs have render- 


1 
p - 


o LA 2 
e 


38 
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ed deſperate any other woman: I am 
_* enough. acquainted with, 53 affairs to 
: 4 * know the Count daily thre: ou with 
AE 5: Lo! take bim at uf ort! 


ne 


3 which. 2 8 dee Jes; think 
| 2 that the adyice 1 give ou is not only 
<< the effect of a: Telf-intereſted' paſſion, but 
« the general voice of all who ate not ſtran- 
gers to ,yaur amerits, and the erous- 
. + treatment. of the eruel Count ; "i ured 
.J. prize yaur. caſe more, 6h, infigitely more, 
5 than my AWn.. * pinels; 1 or father, it is | 
Tour eaſe can. o male my. J Roles „ 

. * gueſs at the reſp 0 2505 ou, W en 
now near enough to fealt my enger iht 
Prater] a full 9 of thoſe exceſtendttes Llan- 
guiſh for, vet deny myſelf ſo immenſe a bleſ- 
ag: and! 434 to offend by any 1 We 
*. 3 ſend this Tae ful 1 5 8 Erg : 
REAP 


heart to _entreat fo, "have 850 
Lon yourſelf, 3 00 you dd, u ball 
<« hear no Aer e Uſ1 HG law 


© ſhall put you in a e to receive the 
4. declarations I Thall make with honour; 
but once more conjure you no longer to 
.... « ſubjeQ Fourſelf to inſults ſuch as this, 
[Sw Which might bare ol ng 4 leſs reſpectful | 


„ lover 
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@ lover the opportunity of diſcovering his 
te defires in a manner 7 different can 
« ſhall ever be made uſe of by . 


&« The divine Vio aH 
_ <. Meſt fincere 
& * Though W adorer, 2 55 


4 P. S. As all my cares are for your hap- 
«© pineſs; I entreat you will be ſa kind to my 
£6 impatience, as to let me know if 1 
4e hope to fee you in a better ſtate, and if 1 
% can any way be conducive to make you - 
© fo. Once more permit me to aſſure you, 
e that though I feel for you a paſſion as 3nfi- 
© niteas your on charms, Iwill never be pre · 
e fuming enough to plead any merit for your 
J ſervices, when freed from this 
X poſſeſſes you 3 you will {till 
4c be at full liberty to diſpoſe yourſelf to him, 
ee who, Ne multitude of your adorers, 
2 ſhall! ſeem moſt deſerving 3 command ithen 
« my life and fortune without a e _ | 
by of your acceptance, w any far. 
4 END wilt make me bleſkad. 
There as a ſmall hallow in the facthermoſt 
<<. of the four ms oppaſite arden+ gate 
ebe pleaſed to leave a OP a. bich wil 
be t ebe e Ar cries e 
8 r 


- * * OS. | 
G » 
- - * 2 


| Impoſtble. 
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Impoſſible would it be, continued Viola- 
' thia to deſcribe to you the various tumults of 
my diſordered ſoul at an adventure ſo aſtoniſh- 
ing; womaniſh curioſity would perhaps have 
led me down the ſtairs which led to the gar- 
den, for from that place I was ſenſible the ar- 
row muſt be ſent, but the conſideration of the 
poſture I was in, naked almoſt, prevented me, 
and modeſty ſtood me in greater ſtead at that 
time than e and impatient as I was 
to know from whom, and by what means I 


had received that letter, tlie fear of bein 


_ expoſed in a manner ſo indecent, made me 
ſhrink back into the portico, and ſtand as 
eloſe as I could, till at the approach of day 
I was relieved by my inhuman huſband, and 

permitted to return to bed; who having gra- 
tified his ſpleen, ſaid nothing to hinder me 
from leeping, if the perplexities of my mind 
would have given me leave? but I had now 
perturbations of a differest kind than thoſe- 
to which I had been accuſtomed. I had con- 

cealed the letter under my Right-cloaths with 
my hair, (which was the only place I had to 

put it in) and longed: for the Count's riſing, 

that I might examine it more heedfully than 

I'coyld: do by the uncertain glimmerings of 

the moon. I was not long without the grati- 

fication of this wiſh ; Beroſi forſook his bed 
ſoon after I came into it, and I had full liber- 

ty to conſider the contents of that fatal pa- 

per to which I owe all the misfortunes I am 

now overwhelmed with; the oftner I read it 
© Lo 7 | over, 


E: 


- 
- 
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over, the more I was perſuaded of the honour 
of him that wrote it, and though I could 
form no gueſs who it was, my foul became 
inſenſibly enſnared with an. x fexk: and ten- 
derneſs for this Unknown; The cruel treat- 
ment of Beroſi ſeemed more inſupportable 
than ever, and the remembrance of the ten- 
derneſs which ſometimes I received from him, 
rather odious than any way endearing; in 
ſine, from this moment I began to hate him, 
and to entertain ſentiments which not all hie 
barbarity could make me do before. My chil- 
dren's intereſt ſeemed now of leſs weight with 
me than my own eaſe; ſelf-preſervation now- 
reminded me of the evident danger my life was 

every day expoſed to by his wild fury, and 
having an inclination to part, ſpon found ar- 
 Suments to prove there was a neceflity of do- 
ing ſo: I was, however, for ſome hours in a 
debate within myſelf if I ſhould anſwer; the 
letter which had been the chief motive of in- 
ſpiring me with this reſolution; I feared it 
would be a breach of that reſerve I had hitherto 
ſo carefully obſerved, and could not conſent 
to be guilty of any thing which might here- 
after be cenſured; as an indecorum, but then 
again I thought there appeared ſo much ho- 
nour and reſpect in the declaration he had 
made, and his farbearing to approach me 
when he was ſo near, at a time when it was not 


Conſiſtent with my modeſty, deſerved my ut- | 


moſt acknowledgments. It was hy this laſt 
ſuggeſtion: I was ſwayed z and as ſoon as I 
C was 


- 


ne 
2 che Ailpeſer of all khings thinks 
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was up, 1 revived 0 wy <loſet, and wrote in 
this mannet. qt 23% 


gi, 4 kae yi Lv 531 o 1515 oft IT 


22 Seth: * n Datu. 


* 3s no inconſiderable tate the 
” misfortunes I labour under through the 
b de EE Barak, that he makes no 
. * ſecret of it to the world; 'gladly' would I 
* conceal his guilt if chere was à poſſihility 


£ N 


2 ſer my — but he :faems to take: a 


| enger the cruel uſe he makes | 


2 n ue at the unavailing pity of 
* the  lefs A part of . er { 


bare frequently receivel the ſame advice 


4 from other as I habe done from vou, but 
the con ation of my children's intereſt 
56 has hitherto prevented me from taking it. 


* How: dong J mall be able to ſuſtain the 


A weipht of thoſe woes wn which f am op- 
d, 1 know not; but hope, that ſince 


et fit they ſhould" be inflifted on me, he will 
2 Mo enable me to bear them, or and fome 
287 for my relief, without any gullt, far 
n Gold. an 40 join with? & ſtranger 
Dina ny deſign ag e 

— de is, he ſues for. a di- 
Fonts Hr See tion to his 
intent; but cannet anſwer it 3 
to. de che firſt who deſires it; though I 


| 21 brenn te think 2 inconveniencies his 


5 66 * madneſs, 15 


4 2 5 
* 
3 
* <> * 
* "I * 
8 , 
* oy 
: 22 ' 
a cg *. 
* 4 — * 
24 * 
, SO 
* * 


0 6e perſon, as 4 now do 
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ce 3 laſt night might bene expe me. 
« I capngt omit 1 rateful 
4, ackanowledgme en 


„ aHned Rome ig W me wit 

che higheſt 1 virtue and your 

e h@nour, and that as a man of thoſe princi- 

« ples I very much eſteem you; but you muſt 

7 remain ſatisfied hu hs without Free 
yourſelf farth auſe though, 


b woke ſhould, ng 

Siknave gow 2 9a Ne 
. Wan 2 * oy Le n ſenti-⸗ 

de ments whe wi 

ce al 3 == 

&, miring only the perfections our m 

40 thoſe Cay yau which of are inno- 


cem, would Fro be criminal; leave me 


u r, that had — it, 
tenis might make it knoten to be written by 


<..then,'t@ my. unhappy a. and, a Dus 


Nanny 5 
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. The fuffring, Be. 


I ſubſeribed not my name, for fear of any 
ah which mig ht Vetray what 1 had writ- 
ten ts Beroſi, and dilg NET in hand in ſuch 

clan the eon + 


no other, yet the difference of characters 
Wight render it liable to ſuſpieion of forgery; 


- but I need not have taken this caution; the | 


perfor who expected it was too induftrions 
r hand but his 
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vailed on me, that in ſpite of what I pretend- 
ed in my letter, I would very fain have yo. 
ed about the place to ſee who' woul# come ti 
take it from the oak; but the fears of being 
obſerved by Beroſi, or ſome one who ſhoul: 
inform him, made me glad to retire into the 
houſe the moment I had depoſited it in the 
appointed concave, and I was compelled to 
remain in ignorance of the perſon to whom 
T'thought myſelf ſo much obliged. But how 
much did it add to the amazement of the 
| foregoing day y, when early the next morning 
1 found o 13 toilet, % I was about to 
comb my , 2 letter directed to me in 
the "Au hand as the former; the ſurprize 1 
was in did not, however, ater me from 
having preſence of mind enough to order my 
woman, who was then waiting behind my 
| _ to withdraw; 1 of d 
to ſeg. what it contai oke the 3 an 
read the following ined, 7 


722 


Wt T the bine, but moſt ron ts ue | 
35 hf the never ibo mut 75 adored 17 9 , 


„ HAT admirable tenderneſs 
0... Nr | 
. ve det to be wondered at than your other 
_*© virtues; but conſider, fair angel 1! that there 
ers a juſtice to be done to one's ſelf, which 
tc ought not to be diſpenſed with, though 
2% Fa 2 affection is recommended to us 
by. 1 of heaven and earth. ace | 
= 


Li 7 8 * "9708 


— * 1 * - , 
3 : 1 ; 
} 3 OY 4 : 2 . ; * 
E N U : R : ; 
- * 
. 2 1 


c neither of them means, that when either 


ce of the perſons ſo united breaks, by injuſtice 
cc or cruelty, thoſe ſacred ties, the other ſhould 
“ fall a martyr of an unavailing patience and 


ce reſignation, is not yourſelf treated in the moſt 
6 inhuman manner? Are not thoſe dear chil- 
$1 
ce of an inviolable tenderneſs, ſhut from the 
« favour of their barbarous father, refuſed 


sc to bear his name, and daily threatened to 


be made aliens to his houſe? Can you bear 
„ this? Does religion or morality command 


& you to do it? No, the one bids you diſdain 


„ all commerce with a man who daily affronts 


& heaven in the perſon of its moſt perfect re- 


„ ſemblance ; and the other is far from in- 
joining you to continue in a ſtate which 
% ſubjects you only to inſults. Depend upon 
<.it,/ you cannot long ſupport with life the 
& hardſhips inflicted on you; and can you 
se think it no crime to join in your own mur- 
% der? Oh! have compaſſion on yourſelf, it 
is all I aſk. Whatever are my ſufferings, 


# 
* 


I ſhall contentedly bear them when I ſee 


„ yours. removed; and as a proof how much 


% my very will is confined to your diſpoſal, I 


6“ ſtill, in obedience to your commands, for- 


„ bear any more of what I am, than that I 
The excellent VioLaTHIA's - 
„. Devoted Slave.” 


* 


4 a * i N ; 7 
F 
* 


dren, which ought to be the precious pledges 


« P. F. If 


. 
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4 p. S. If in recompence to n y difintereſt- 
Dirk ed zeal to ferve you, you are ſo good as to 
e favour me with a ſecond teſtimony, that 
2 ardon the preſumption of my advice, 
"the 1 kind oak be again the _ of 

_- my happineſs. Once more adieu, too 
charming enemy of your own peace, and 
. deſtroyet of chat of your adorer.” 


Je, Mir Miramillia, purſued! ſhe, how much 
| at receiving à letter in this 
renner, it was impoſſible it could be, _ 
on who wrote it were himſelf i 5 | 

3 e or had made ſome one of the mily 
by confident in the affair; the firſt was an 
| abſbrdiry to think on, and T was ſo angry at 


dis havin g ſubjected me to the diſcretion of a 


Tervant, who, out of intereſt or .reve 
any little peeviſhneſs of mine, migh! 
hat had p Aled to Berofi, that for 
ments it deftroyed all the eſteem whic 
reſp of - his 2 — in other Niger d 
inſpired me with; and my virtue at the 5 
time reminding me, that whatever was the 
candu@_ of my hufband, mine was equally 
blameable in holdi any kind of correſpon- 
dence with à man who profeſſed a paſſion for 
me, I reſolved to put an end to it at once; and a 
not by allowing myſelf in ſmall liberties; run 
the hazard of falling into greater. In this 
mind I fat down to write, and immediately 
. anſwered nnn . To, 75 | 
8 | ay #5 
—— > 33 - : 
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1 8 To the tao-buſy Uninown. aa A 


„ NOR ſuch I muſt term the man who 
7 pries into ſecrets to which he is not 
„ called to be a partaker, nor can have any 
* juſtifiable concern in. If I thought fit to 
„quit the houſe of my huſband, I know in 
„ what manner to do it without your advice, 
% and have too many relations to ſtand in 
<c..need of the aſſiſtance of a ſtranger, eſpeci- 
ally a perſon who, whatever he pretends, 
«© can neither be a friend to my honour or my 
„reputation, when, to favour his correſpon- 
<« dence with me, he makes uſe of the cor- 
% ruption of my ſervants,” What aſſurance 
can you have that the ſame mercenary view, 
„ which engaged the delivery of your letter, 
might not alſo occaſion the diſcovery of it to 
Count Berofi ? Or how I be ſecure, that my 
* having concealed the receipt of it, may not 
e one day be brought againſt me as a proof 
that I deſerved, in ſome meaſure, that uſage 
< I have met with from his jealouſy ? If any 
<« part of that eſteem you have profeiled for me 
ebe ſincere, write to me no more; conſci- 
+ £6. ous innocence and a ſteady adherence to 
virtue has hitherto conſoled me in my mis- 
<. fortunes, if deprived of them, I ſhould indeed 
“ be wretched ; ſeek not therefore to undo 
% me more by any offers of ſervice, which 1 
neither want, nor will accept. This is the 
only obligation in your power to confer on 
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c her who deſires to be for ever to your worth, 
6: TEE e 0 ec 
— XxX. 22 ; ne 1 $8 Stranger. 


The Geſt mnotient'I-h6d an- ep pose 1 
eoriteyed this into the oak, and was ſo far ſa- 
tified in my mind, that I had done wat'be- 
Ame woman uf Mrtue, and Who deſifed to 
continue ſo; but-eeuld not get over the iper- 
plerity J was in of knowing to Whieh; of imy 
ſervants this adventurdus lever had dfIcOVHered 
himſelf: I remembered to have ſeen three or 
four i6f the maids in my dreſſing-roem the 
morning I had received the Jetter; Iknew 
alſo that the'gfoom*of the chamber had been 
chere, as was his cüſtom, before I came into 
it; my pages wete continually runnin = 
und out, it was therefore impoſſible to 
Any: direct gueſs among ſueh a number Borg 
Tould>be ſure of was; that-it'was'/one-of them: 
und this made me in fo ill a humour to all, 
chat deudtleſs every one but the guilty per- 
Yon was very muel "{urprized ar fuck a change 
a my behaviour. 

- -Abeut this time my husband dene ar- 
quainted with a young g nobleman, called Count 
— an his unaccountable ſuſpi- 
cions of my behaviour never vented them- 
ſelves on any but me; he debarred not even 
thoſe with whom? he moſt repreached me, 
from the utmoſt freedom of àcceſs to his 
Wen, On the — he took den in 

OW 


% 


ſhewing me to them; would load me with 
praiſes in publick, whieh I Was as far from 
deſerving asi L was from the ſecret upbraidings 
with which he perſecuted me whenever we 
were alone. He bad no ſooner commenced 
an aequaintanee with Count Charmillo, than 
ne brought him to viſit me, and ſure one would 
have thought, had he been really as jealous as 
he appeared, he would have taken all imagi- 
nable care to have prevented me from ſeeing 
a form ſo love - inſpiring, ſo adorned with every 
qualification neceſſary to create wonder and 
eſteem; not that I was ever liable to receive 
any great impreſſion from the exterior charms 
of any perſon, but there was ſomething ſo 
infinitely engaging in bis converſation, as by 
degrees ſtole on my ſoul, and filled it with 
emotions, till then unknown. I thought 1 
could have liſtened to his words for ever, and 
the pleaſure I took in hearing him, brought 
me inſenſibly to take a delight alſo in viewin 
him; I ſaw him take his leave with pain, ated 
wiſhed for nothing more than his return; in 
_ fine, Miramillia, I Was in love with him with- 
vut knowing Twas ſo; inſenſible of my dan- 
per, -provoked it, and ignorant that I was 
guilty of a crime, - indulged it: my huſband 
feemed as much charmed with him as I was; 
and-what I extremely wondered at, never re- 
proached me on his account, as he had done on 
almoſt all others with whom I was acquaint- 
ed: had he given me the leaſt hint that he 


ü . 


CH 


imagined I looked on this young nobleman 
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with eyes tao open to his: merits,” it would 
doubtleſs have awaked me to an examination 


* * 


of myſelf, and finding his ſuſpicions, juſt, 


might, perhaps, have enabled my reſolution 
to haye got the better over inclination; but; 


alas: ! the only one for whom he ever had 


_ cauſe to diſtruſt my love or virtue, was the 
anle one of whom he was not jealous, not- 


withſtanding. his viſits were very frequent; 
and he behaved himſelf to me in a manner, 
which, at another time, would have made him 
tranſgreſs all the bounds of diſcretion-or good 
nature in his treatment of me. ent; 


33 03 
. But, oh ! 1 ſaw not into the true cauſe of 


and my love appear in colours ſo advant: 
to him, that he accuſed himſelf as a monſt. 
barbarity for his paſt actions, reſolving never to 


„5 


ſo unuſual a temperance; it was not that he 
thought it not in the power of Count Char- 
millo to inſpire the uttermoſt tenderneſs, but 


he thought himſelf now convinced, that I was 


capable of feeling it for no other than himſelf, 


The unwearied patience and humility, with 
which I had endured the greateſt cruelties 


from him for ſo long a time, made my virtue 


er of 


repeat them; and to make, by his future kind- 
neſs to me, all the reparation it was poſſible 
for him to do, for his former cruelty; but ei- 
ther aſhamed of confeſſing himſelf to have been 
guilty of an error, or not yet abſolutely deter- 
mined it was ſo, he gave me no other teſtimo- 
nies of his change, than by not renewing any 
of thoſe indignities or ſeverities, which had 


. Wc 
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rendered my life ſo very unhappy. As all the 
accuſations, however, which he Rad loaded me 
with had been unjuſt, I doubted not, but on 
the firſt fit of ſpleen which ſeized him, I ſhould 
be the object on whom his ill humour was to 
fall; and was ſo far from imagining what hea- - 
ven had been doing for me, that I had ceaſed 
to expect any alteration in him to my advan- 
tage: and, oh! I now . e to wiſh it too; 
all that regard, that tenderneſs, which the 
conſideration of my duty had inſpired me with, 
and which it had ever been a maxim with me, 
that no ill uſage ought to erace, was now ba- 
nithed from my ſoul. I was grown careleſs 
in all attempts to pleaſe him; no longer made 
any efforts to regain his affection, or convince 
him of the reality of mine; and wholly taken 
up with the image of Charmillo, looked on 
every thing that interrupted. that delightful 
employment, as an enemy to my repoſe.” 
Whole days would J fit alone, and entertain 
myſelf with diſcourſing with him in idea. I 
would recall time, return to the days of my 
virgin ſtate, repreſent him as a lover, who had 
done the moſt obliging and generous actions, 
to prove the ſincerity of his paſſions; dictate 
a thouſand ardent declarations: on his fide, 
and replies on mine.; form little tender quar- 
rels, and tranſporting reconciliations; all, all 
the romantick chimeras that the ſoft frenzy 
can inſpire, in the deluded mind, formed my 
reflections, deſtroyed my virtue, and left me 
all a prey to folly and to ruin. Oh! let the 
" Bl. 2 =< name 


XY 
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ve of love with: madneſs be united ever; 
who ſeparate them, confound- ideas, wich in 
themſelves are one. What: elſe, oh tell me, 
Miramillia l what elſe but 2 total deprivation 
of my reaſon could have ſubjected me to fen- 
timents ſuch as I have deſeribed? I, who, till 
that fatal time, had never entertaineda friend 
ſhip, even for a perſon of my ow-n ſex, without 
a thorough examination into! the real deferts ; 
: of her I was inclined: to eſteem; now devoted 
© my whole ſoul, where neither affinity not ob- 
8 ligation demanded ſuch a ſatrifice: to one 
whoſe ptineiples 2 8 unacquainted 
with; to one alm : r to me; was 


virtue, and ae obſervant of — fall 
all at once on ſo flender's temptation? But, 
continued ſhe,/ wiping away ſome tears which 
the remembrance of paſttranſaQionrdrewinto ; 
her eyes, I too long detain your attention by 
- theſe fruitleſs exclamations, which will not in 
- the leaft alleviate my crime, er may 
eee der | 
; Count Bao having. roſe one mornir > 
_ £0 a hunting his favourite — 
before the time in which I was a —_— 
to leave my bed; the images which poſſeſſed 
my waking moments, engroſſed alfo thoſe of 
my repoſe ; even my fhut: ſenſes could not 
exclude Charmillo; my ſoul beheld him, diſ- 
courſed with him, diſcovered charms in him 
4 FROGS all I had before obſerved; a a 
; n 
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ſand indiſtinct ideas, but all on him, ran in 
my giddy fancy, but at laſt formed themſelves 
to one, which ſeemed a viſion more than a dream. 
Methought, I had received a letter from that 
unknown admirer, of whom I ſpoke. before; 
and that going to the oak to leaye a little bil- 
let in anfwer to it, the narrow concaye which 
uſed to be the repoſitory, on my approach, 
extended itſelf ; and the whole cleaving trunk 
at length, opening a. mighty paſſage, Char- 
millo, dreſſed like a bridegroom, and adorned, 
with all the graces of art and nature, came 
ruſhing forth, and caught me- in his arms, 
_ crying, Bebold, ſweet Violathia, your un- 
—— adgrer ! No bee could I keep the 
burning er, nor feed on the unſubſtantial, 
bliſs of diſtant conyerſation.. Something more 
the lovely phantom ſeemed to ſay, but what L 
know not. The vaſt confuſion broke. the 
bonds of fleep; I ſtarted; and awoke. Oh 
that I had not; that all that followed had been. 
indeed a dream, and but the guilt of fancy: 
but, oh! I waked too ſyre; waked to ſleep 
no more in innocence or peace. The firſt 
object of my opening eyes, was him who 
had been the inſpirer of my ſleeping medi- 
tations, the too- charming Count; the hurry 
of my ſpirits, between the illuſion and reali- 
7 left me not the power of reflection; yet 
kill I thought it all a dream, and would have 
roſe and ſhook the ſlumber off, but was too 
forcibly with-held ; his arms cloſe circled 
round my waſte, overpowered my vain ef- 
Ws | VV 
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forts, as did his enchanting tongue, and my 


dun ungovernable emotions, in a few mo- 


ments, even my very will. Though certain, 
ſaid, he, to incur your hatred (the greateſt 
curſe this world can give) it is not in my 
power to quit the bleſſing this opportunity 
affords. Long have I adored you at an humble 
diſtance; long waited the happy moment, to 
declare myſelf in ſuch a manner, as you with- 
out a bluſh might have received; but not all 
the inſults you received from the ungrateful 
Berofi, not all the entreaties of the moſt faith- 
ful lover, | could prevail on you to free your- 
felf from -that bad man; and ſelf-preſervation 
is the firſt great law of nature. I could. not 


live without you; and to obtain you, found 


this the only means: oh, pardon it; and be- 

lieve, that though my paſſion has preſumed 

thus far, it never could have done ſo, had not 
deſpair enforced it. Heavens ! cried I, now 
well aſſured of the truth of all that had be- 
fallen me, What mean you by entreaties ? 
Or what wild chimera would you form to juf- 
tify a behaviour ſo unworthy ? Forbear, replied 
be, divineſt Violathia, to accuſe a flame which 
knows not a diſhonourable thought; but to 
make plain the myſtery it was from me, that 
you received thoſe two letters, ſubſcribed your 
unknown adorer. I ſaw you at the chapel, 
was immediately feized with a paſſion, which 
J doubt not but it is. common with you to 
inſpire. I inquired who you were; was told, 
to my inexpreſſible grief, that you were _ ; 
e EN ried ; 
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ried ; and, at the ſame time, of the ill treat- 


ment you received from the ungenerous Be- 
roſi; fired with the deſire of ſerving you, I 


found means to gain to my intereſt one about 


ou, who informed me of the unexampled 
arbarity, with which you ſometimes were 


* 


driven from his bed, and expoſed to the mid- 


m__ air; I prevailed ſo far as to be admit- 
ted into your garden, in which I paſſed many 
nights before my eyes were witneſſes of the 
truths J had heard. I ſaw you, oh divineſt 


-Violathia ! and how hard it was for me to 


forbear, that moment, ſeizing your ſhivering 
beauties, and carrying you, perforce, from 
ſuch a ſcene of cruelty and injuſtice ; but I 
feared to terrify where I would only honour ; 
and as I had before reſolved, ſent a winged 
meſſenger to acquaint you with the ſecrets of 


. : my foul, I ſaw you read the happy man- 


date; ſtood gazing on your charms, till the 
_ declining moon deprived me of the joy; and 


alſo rendered it unſafe for your honour, or 
myſelf, that I ſhould continue longer there. 
After that I wrote; but, oh ! how cruel was 
the anſwer I received! Unable to live with- 
out your preſence, I commenced an acquain- 


tance with Beroſi, which, till then, I had 
ſhinned.' What followed would be impoſ- 


ſible to expreſs; if I before admired and lov- 


ed, I now adored thoſe perfections, which a 


diſtance had ſo much captivated me; when 


%3 


ee 5 reſtraint. 


near approached,” improved the paſſion to ſo- 
violent a degree, that it became paſt re- 
3 g 7 ö ; ' ; © 
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ſtraint. No longer flattered with the charm- 


ing hope of addreſſing you in that manner 


I wiſhed, I had not 8 "A to avoid make- 


ing known my paſſion, . by fuch means as 
yo u and fortune would permit. The latter 

as favoured · me thus far; and if the adore- 
able Violathia 18, in, reality, poſſeſſed of any 


ſhare of that. divine elemenc of with which 
| or 


id abundantly ftored, ſhe. will 
t _— of deſperate. dying 


It 1 was in . or r the lie ters 1 heard : 


the riddle ; of niy fate explained; but how 
| ſhall 1 confeſs to you, that I was utterly. 


unable to anſwer it as I ought; . 5 
and love, and even my 


0 3 
ſpired againſt my virtue. Name, for — 


he had ney, took part with the other pa- 
ſions, to we me of the means of pre- 
venting hit wy —9 doing more. Scarce know ; 
I what I faid, or N 5 or did; but this 1 
am too certain of, pat entirely accom- 


pliſhed his intent, and made me in. reality a8 


wretched. a3 he e bleſſed. I Fa 
not r owever, that I was ſo ac- 


curſed ;. the ia one Sr der ang wit which had 
undgne me, bad alſo 


the 7 to make me 
fatisfhed with ruin; and flill continuing to 


aſſure me, by the moſt tender and ſolemn 
proteſtations imaginable, that all his deſires 


tended to making me his wife; L gave him 
We. faithful iſe that I would write, witk 


54. to my e, and mit 
nothing 


C 
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nothing which might procure a diyorce from 
| Berofi ; obliged him to let me know ta which 
of my fervants he was indehted, for the tris 
 umph he had gained over me; which, when 

he had made me ſwear to forgive, he acquaint» 
ed me, was my chief woman, or rather my 
campanion; for ſo. great an opinion had I 
of her virtue, integrity, and good ſenſe, that 
I treated her as no other. © 
By her contriving, we had rds many 
pleatingly-guilty interviews; nor did I yet 
check myſelf for the eondeſcenſions I made 
him ; reſalving, on the firft opportunity Be- 
roſt's il} uſage ſhould give me, to ſue for a 
divorce, and authorize by marriage with the 
other joys we had but antedated. Much lefs 
| had I been accuſtomed. to dread the jealous 
barbarity of my huſband than now I wiſhed 
it. I no longer ſtudied to oblige him; na 
more appeared the ſubmiſſive and obedient 
wife; I trembled not at his frowns, nor 
took pleaſure in his ſmiles; a careleſs in- 
difference and ſullen coldneſs fat on my brow 
whenever he behaved with tenderneſs ; and 
an the leaſt unkindneſs flew inte reproackes.: 
But little did I imagine the alteration of his 
hamour, that behaviour which would once 

have driven him into the extremeſt rage, 

ſoemed now: only to. grieve him; and as 1 
Vas one day in fa very deep reflection. on 
ſio unexpected, and now indeed, ſo undeſired 
_ a change; he came to me, and preſſing one 
af my hands. A + between his, I have 
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_ ſomething, my deareſt Violathia, to communi- 
cate to you, ſaid he, but ſhame, or pride, 
has hitherto deprived me of the power. No- 
thing is more difficult than to acknowledge 
we have done amiſs; yet, without ſubmiſſion, 
ought not, nor cannot expect to be forgiven ; 
I have wronged you, impoſed upon your gen- 
tle nature; deformed by cauſeleſs jealouſies 
the purity of my affection, and inſulted 
yours; too much neglected the tender duties 
of a huſband and a father, and compelled 
you to endure more than a wife or mother 
ought. I ſee the folly and injuſtice of my 
conduct, and have but one excuſe to make 
for all I have done. I love you with that 
exceſs of paſſion, that till convinced of yours, 
dy that inimitable patience, with which you 
- have endured a treatment ſo unworthy. of 
: eee I could not think ſo vaſt . a 
happineſs, as the entire poſſeſſion of your 
mind and body, could poſſibly be decreed 
for me. But, oh! I have too long been 
thankleſs for the joys, which heaven and you 
deſcend to bleſs me with. I repent,” and am 


5 aſhamed of my paſt follies; the whole ſtudy 


of my future life, ſhall be to expiate the 
ſins 1 have been guilty of to you, and thoſe 
dear pledges of our mutual love: fpeak, con- 
tinued he, perceiving I was filent z can you 
8 jolathia?: | 8 


iranillia,” ſaid the Hir hiftorian;. a 
dagger drinking my vital blood had been leſs 
terrible than thefe words: ſuch a —_— to 
3 : a 3 . _ - 4a0Ve, 


= 
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love, ſo ſoft a ſenſibility. of the wrongs he 
had done me, would once have made me 

the happieſt of my ſex, now rendered me the 
moſt miſerable; confuſion, ſhame, and con- 
ſcious guilt, - overſpread my mind: I could 
not anſwer, I trembled and grew pale, and 
red by turns, according as the different emo- 
tions worked within me! Diſſimulation had 
ever been a ſtranger to my ſoul, and my pre- 
ſent diſorders left me not the power to ſtud 
it; a flood of tears at laſt forcing their as 
Tage through my eyes, gave me ſome little 
eaſe, and gave Beroſi, who was now as much 
diſpoſed to believe good of me as ever he had 
been the contrary, leave to imagine the per- 
turbations which had been ſo viſible in me, 
were occaſioned by no more than the ſudden 
ruſh of unexpected joy his declaration had 
_ overwhelmed me with; and taking me in his 
arms, Thou lovelieſt, deareſt of thy ſex, ſaid 
he, how could I ever ſuſpect thy innocence, 
thy purity, and truth? Thy very reſentments 
are more tender than the endearments of any 
other woman; but ſuppreſs the gentle heav- 
ings, which ſurprize, and too much regard 
for an unworthy man, has raiſed in thy dear 
breaſt: Never, never, will I offend thee 
more; ſpeak then, and ſmiling ſay, thou par- 
doneſt me. With infinite difficulty I forced 
myſelf at laſt to bring out theſe. words: All 
your cruelties, anſwered I, had my forgive - 
neſs even at the time you acted them, much 
leſs can I refuſe it in your converſion. : L 
© 8 : | a 
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had added ſomething more, but could not; 
this was however ſufficient to ſatisfy him, and 
he reſumed his diſcourſe with fo many ex- 
preflions of remorſe for his paſt behaviour, 
and aſſurances of an eternal confidence in me 
for the future, that I had not the leaſt caufe 
to doubt the fincerity of what he faid. This 
acknowledgment a few weeks ſooner would 
have been returned by me with the moſt ar- 
dent tranſports, but, in ſpite of my utmoſt 
efforts; alt I could ſay to him now on that 
head were faint and languid, and but to aim 


at doing any _\ which 'might make him 


think 1 desk a pleafure in his change, was a 
pain to me, which was almoſt infupportable: 
happily for me, ſome company came to viſit 
him, and prevented our converfation, till a 
time in which I ſhould be better e erb 


| eontinue it. 


The erſte Mentee! being gentlassen; : 
7 _ the Count to entertain them; glad ef 
* to retire to my chamber; 
re wigne RA without oy Moron on 
this adventure. It was now impoſſible for 
me to think of = divorce, and that conſidera- 
tron reminding me that I ought not to conti- 
nue-any farther converſation with Charmillo, 
was ſomething fo terrible, that nothing but a 
mind Ader this ſame wretched circumſtances 


ean have any notion of. Never did any 
heart labour under anxieties equal to mine, 
fain would I have recalled my former ten- 
_ Ferpely for Peroſt Wore have: vaniſhed mes 
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had lately e er for Charmillo; but O! 
I ſtrove in vain, I could feel only a faint re-" 
card, a kind of pity for the one, nor for the 
other. leſa than all that can be conceived of the 
moſt extravagant paſſion, yet conſcious of my 
crime, athamed of my weakneſs, and full of 
ftrong deſmes to return to virtue; the various 
agitations ſeemed to rend my very ſoul. - Af- 
ter an infinity of ſtrugglings, of reluctance, 
of confuſed an diſtratted ſchemes, at laſt T' 
found a reſolution becoming the character 1 
bore, and the virtue of which I wiſhed: to 
prove myſelf a miſtreſs ; it was to write to 
Count Charmillo never to ſee me more; and 
leſt the reflections of a ſofter moment might 
deſtroy the determination of this, I took pen 
and F writ to him in this manner. 


12 1 Bagel Ta Count CRAH I. 


1 you have been fo well made ac- 
« quainted with the fecrets of our fami- 
Al, can now: inform you of the good 
e agreement between Count Beroſi and my- 
<« ſelf, which putting an end to all thoughts 
«of: a divorce, I need not tell you how con- 
<<. trary it would be to all that can be called 
virtue, ever to ſee you more: I hope you 
c“ have too much: honour to deſire it; not to 
«. deſire it, did I ſay? alas! that would be 
an impoſſibility to Soy ſuch as you profeſs: 
<< but I:conjure you even by that love, and 
| 1 Power: yon: _ þ have over you, to 


«© command 


HAT emiſſary, by whofe moans. - 
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% command you never to attempt it. I am 
% enough unhappy in what has paſt, ſeck 


not to make'me.more ſo, by bringing into 
„my ſight a perſon whom I cannot look on 


< without a mixture of deſpair, remorſe, and 


© & guilty tenderneſs. © Shun me for ever, in 


i pity'to my peace, and that you may pre- 
„ ſerve that character of honour which firſt 

<< induced me to liſten to your ſuĩt; ceaſe to 
e endeavour any future intimacies with her 


„ whoſe breach of virtue it is now impoſſible 


4 for you ever to make up, and the buſineſs 


„of whoſe whole future life muſt be to atone 


. <6: the. errors of the paſt. O Charmillo! 
* happy might J now be, had I never ſeen 
<<. you, or, ſeeing, been inſenſible of your 
> 
upon, leſt I grow guilty in idea, and drive 
you henee in vain. Farewell. I èx pect no 


<« requeſt: without telling me that you will 
do ſo; an eternal ſilence will become you 
40 


< creaſe of wretchedneſs tge 
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wonders: in writing 


merits ; but this is a theme I dare not dwell- 


anſwer to this, I would have you grant my 


beſt, and can alone prevent from an in- 


* 2 1 21 33 
#- 
by 


this letter, and indeed the force I put on my- 


I gave it to Scrintha, that maid whom the inſi- 
nzuations and bribes of Charmillo had prevniled 
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on to betray me, and with a frowning coun- 
tenance commanded her to deliver it into his 
hands. Never did I ſee amazement more 
lively painted than in the face of this crea- 
ture; but whatever were her thoughts, ſhe 
perceived I was not in a humour to liſten to 


any thing ſhe ſaid, and therefore forbore ma- 


king anſwer.. F 3.289 ee 
When the company that came to viſit the 
Count had taken their leave, that now repent- 


ing huſband renewed his endearments in ſo 


tender a manner, that the remorſe I felt for 
baving injured him, gave mea pain infinitely 


more exquiſite than all the grief I had ſuſtain- 


ed for his unkindneſs. . O the difference be- 
tween innocence and guilt, and how much 
better had it been for me to have died in the 


one, though deſpiſed and hated, my virtue 
| known to heaven and myſelf alone, than to 
have lived beloved and honoured, wanting 
that innate happineſs, without which the 


2 


world affords no real pleaſure! 


The Count's recovered fondneſs kept him 


ſo perpetually with me, that Charmillo, though 


| he took the privilege of an acquaintance to 
come frequently to our houſe, had not the 


leaſt opportunity of entertaining me alone 
for a long time, yet did his eyes ſend: forth 


fuch ſoft complaining miſlives to my heart, 
ſuch tender, yet melancholy reproaches, as 
were very near depriving me of all the reſo- 


lution I ſtill fummoned up when I beheld 


_ this dear, this dangerous invader enter: near, 


did 


4 
' 
# 
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did. I ſay t alas! had that been all, had he 
prevailed ne more, I ſhould. not now. groan 
deneath this load of remorſe for infidelity to 
Berofi.. When firſt I yielded to Charmillo, I 
thought I but anticipated the law „which ſoon; 
would authorize the favours. I beſtowed, and 
as, Thad been ſo ſeverely. wronged. by Bereſi, 
could not think what I had done, or deſign- 
ed to do, unjuſtifiable, But to proeeed gradu- 
ally- with this melancholy narration, it was, 


| endained,, that I ſhould be always unhappy, 


tien to break. 


firſt by my huſband's guilt, and afterward: by 
my on: for, O Miramillia! though dying 

with ſhame, I muſt confeſs. to you, that I re- 
tained-that heroick reſolution I had: formed, 
nd longer than I remained without; tempta- 
it. The induſtrious paſſion of 
the dean undger no ſooner found the means 
aß ſedueing me, than bis endearments, his 
deſpair, his reaſons, though falſe, delivered 
with ey accent, again won up- 
on my ſoul, and I became wholly loſt to vir- 
tue, now without pretence, without even the 
moſtꝭ diſtant view of an excuſe. . 
 « For: ſome; years we continued to indulge 
_ the: guilty joy, and tho? I can ſolemnly pro- 
teſt, not a day, ſcarce. an hour, paſſed in all 
that time, without my ftrenuous endea- 
yours: to return to duty, and repay the now 
ſencere tendernefies of Beroſt with equal re- 
_ ality and warmth ; yet had I not the power, 
and never was any: breaſt torn with conflicts 
more terrible to be ſuſtained than mine. Bu- 


ſineſs i 
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ſineſs at length, and, indeed, perhaps ſatiety, 
chlled Charmillo to Rome: he obtained a great 
poſt of honour there, and he ſending to diſ 
poſs of wiiat effedts' he had in this port” of 
thet cbuntey, I waviconvineed!I-never ſhould 
ſee him more. Now lad: I ſufficient leiſure 
for penitence; if-that ean be called ſo which 
enſures the want of power to ſin;- It is now 
_ yeurs: ſince I beheld this lovely ruiner 

my repoſe, yet is His idea ſtill before 9 | 
eyes, nor can I flatter myſelf with a belief, 
that I hae eneughovercome the guilty paſſion 

I. had for kim would not work in-me the ſame 

effects ĩt had dons. 

Can any ſtate of ute be more unhappy man 
mine; who: have not only an unextinguiſſied 
affektion to ſtruggle th hy but alle the 
molt terrible rethorſe,- yer” boch my love and 
uy reperitance alike unavailing ? Piey me, beſt” 

friends, and" H that be in reaſon or 3 
nature chte means to dan the lingeri | 
ments of — afford ie in Nur a 
hw Vial Wa 

the weepi athiagave over e- | 
ing, and — pereeiving her diſorders, 
had tee much god nature to chide what ſfre 

could not appro ez ſhe en the contrary-thoi 8 
her conditien rather balfams — L 


cdrroſives, and as ſho was a woman of ex 
cellent ſenſe, left nothing unfaid which ſhe 

t might be of comfort to ker, and at 
the fame time be condutive to make her 
think of her e, with the . a 

5 ESY 1003 18 


to the ſubje& of this book | 
- oyer in ſilence, and only lay that ſne had the 
ſatisfaction to leave her in a ſtate of. more 
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his. behaviour now deſerved, but the argu- 
ments ſhe made uſe of _ no way material 
ſhall paſs them 


contentment than ſhe had found. ö 8 
The ardent deſires of this lady: however | 
ſtill continuing to experiment the prediction 


of the - fartune-teller; ſhe took her leave of 
Violathia and Beroſi much ſooner than was 
conſiſtent with either of their deſires. In her 


way home ſhe paſſed near the houſe of a 


lady who ſeemed to live in a perfect tran- 


quillity, and who being pretty well advanced 
in years, ſhe thought might at leaſt be free 
from that Aae paſſion which had been 
almoſt always the cauſe that ſhe had hitherto 


found it ſo difficult. to have ber little was 3 


accompliſhed, . 
She ordered her par therefore 110 ; 


drive to the: houſe of this lady, and was re- 


ceived by her in à manner which left her no 
room to doubt ſhe ſhould be refuſed in the 
grant of her - requeſt, as did the appearance 
of every thing about her make her hope there 


was no danger of its being in her power: 
| ſhe did not however immediately acquaint her 


with the cauſe of her coming 2 — deter- 


mined before She did ſoz; to be fully anne 


that her ſearch would not here allo be as 


fruitleſs as it had hitherto been. She gontinu- 
ed with her three or four days without let- 


FO i the e in Which time ne 


obſerved 


ca SNRFQUIR To -- an 
obſerved nothing that could give her cauſe to 
fear the ſhould have leſs ſucceſs than ſhe, wiſh- 
ed. Never woman had a more deſerving and 
obliging huſband, two fine ſons and one | 
daughter were the product of their marriage = 
Joys, they had an affluence of the goods of ö 
fortune, lived beloved and reſpected by their | 
neighbours, and in a perfect tranquillity at 1 
home, all tha family Joemjng to ſtudy no: 4 
thing hut the ſatisfaction of the other. Such I 
Aa.concord thought Miramillia muſt infallibly - 
produce a happineſs, which without it gran- 
deur-cannot give, and now determined to pur- 
ſue her — communicated to Telliſinda, 
for ſo was the lady called, the motive which, 
g Joines to the regard ſhe had for her, had engaged 


py 


r to this viſit; but no ſooner had ſhe donę 

| ſpeaking, than the other dy a deep ſigh teſtified 
how little ſhe was qualified for ſuch an undertax- 

ing: whichgreatly ſurprizing Miramillia, Alas, 

ſaid ſhe, am I alſo here deceived ? Is Tellifinda 

, fo unthankful to heaven for the bleſſings The 

enjoys, as not to be contented with her ſtate? 

hat ſecret care, or rather what imaginary 

ill, intrudes upon your peace, and poiſons the 
real felicities of your life? Ab, my deareſt 

Miramillia replied that lady, have a better 
opinion, I beſeech you, of my underſtanding, 

than to believe I create demons on purpoſe to 

diſturb and fright me: no, I aſſure you, that 

on the contrary, that it was only my too ſtre- 

nuous endeavours to preſerve my peace that 
Hag deſtroyed it; I feared to be unhappy, Naas | 

3 | 5 | ve 


i 


_ of this Kind being 
ow N elfe f for- the- replied i of 
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— Bbysiming te aveid-mif- 
Fortunes, I Have met mem; Rur l 4] know- T 


peak in -riddies, and us break bes 
Jaboured avith the — Will ex ps 
Be, If the Briefs 7 


to you, and make yeu ja 
labour under have a ſubſtantial ſouree on not. 


Mirawiillia as preparing t give her ſome aſ- 


Furancesof her fidelity, but the other would 
not ſuiffer her to proeced 3 telling her, chat if 
#he had tan onfidehesiig der, [the 
Thould have taken the ſame eare to- coneenl 
ner difeontentifrom her 2 6s ſhe; had done from 
the reſt of the world." e few. compliments 
aſt between them, Telli- 
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2 We Hiftory of TELLISINDA. 


; OUGH, perhaps, ſaid he, never any 
1 perſons, linked in the bonds of Hymen, 
loved with a more true affection than "myſelf 
and the Chevalier; yet having been married 
four years without any child, he grew ſo 
exceſſively diſcontented, that I had reaſon to 
fear a decreaſe of his tenderneſs: I endea- 
voured "ito conſole him for the want of a 
bleſſing, which, indeed, I then thought I never 
ſhould afford him, by arguments fuchas:theſe': 
Itold him, chat if We were permitted to enjoy 
the comforts of children, we were allo fer 
from the troubles and cares which neceſſarily 
attend a paternal ſtate; that if heaven had 
thought fit to make us parents, we ſhould have 


been ſo; and that we ouglit not to repine at 


the decrees of him, who knew better Wwhat 
vas good for us than we did for ourſelves. In 
fine, Pomitted nothing that my little reading, 
both in divinity and philoſophy, enabled me to 
fay.; yet: ſtill he was uneaſy, and though he 
ſaid nothing in contradiction to what I offered, 
yet did-a:ſullen-peeviſhneſs fit on his brow- 
uAhileiliſtening to me, and ſometimes he * 
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fling from me, leaving the room while I was 
in the middle of my diſcourſe. This diſtem- 
per grew every day more upon him, and 1 
began at laſt to fear I ſhould entirely loſe his 
affections : the apprehenfions of ſo terrible 
à misfortune, threw me into a deep melan- 
choly; I became oppreſſed with it, and could 
not forbear imparting it to a friend, in whom 
1 had great confidence; by her I was per- 
ſuaded, contrary to my reaſon, my religion, 
and that averſion I was bred to have to every 
thing which bordered on a deceit, to feign 
myſelf with child. But as there appeared no 
other way of regaining the affections of m 
huſband, I was prevailed on to follow her = ö 
vice. I did: ſo; and the joy which from that 
time appeared in the countenance of the Che- 
valier, made me well enough ſatisfied with 
what I had done. Eſtharia, for ſo ſhe was 
called, who had counſelled me to this ſtrata- 
gem, took it upon her to provide a child againſt 
- the time in which it was expected I ſhould be 
delivered. I will not trouble you. with the 
_ particulars of our management; it ſhall ſuffice 
to tell you, that the fraud paſſed undiſcovered, 
| pe was. ſuppoſed to be the mother of a fine 
boy. I had ſcarce leiſure for reflection, ſo 
much were my thoughts employed in anſwer- 
ing the congratulations of my friends, and 
the now renewed endearments of the Cheva- 
lier; but when I had, I cannot ſay IL was per- 
fectly at caſe ; the natural antipathy I had to 
all Kinds of deceit, made me look on myſelf 
V FCC 
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with a kind of contempt ; and conſcious how 
little I deſerved the tenderneſs I received from 

my huſband, at leaſt for that which had en- 
gaged it, was aſhamed within myſelf for re- 
ceiving it. I was for ſome time alſo before L 
could faſhion myſelf, to behave to the child 
in any manner becoming a mother; but time, 
which renders all things eaſy, brought me at 
length to diſſemble with a good grace enough; 
and at laſt, indeed, accuſtoming myſelf to 
fondle and careſs it, grew to have a fort of 
tenderneſs : but, alas ! it could at moſt be no 
more than that of a good-natured nurſe, as IL 
ſoon after was convinced; for my ſuppoſed 
ſon being about a old, I became, indeed, 
with child, and 1 no ſooner found I was ſo, 
than I perceived a vaſt difference in my affec- 

tions, even to that unborn product of my own, 


than I had ever known for that, whoſe little 


engaging actions could not but excite a ſort of 
love in me. In due time he, who now paſſes 
for my younger ſon, but is, indeed, the only 
one Tever had, made me in reality a mother; 
and with that name informed me, with all 
thoſe 5 fears, that tender perplexities, 
and raviſhing fondneſſes, whch I had ſo often 
obſerved and wondered at in others. But when 
the joy of ſeeing that dear image of myſelf 
gave way to cooler conſideration, how ſevere- 

Iy did I accuſe myſelf for the deceit I had 
uſed ; how greatly did I blame Eſtharia for 


the advice the had given me; but ſhe was 


now dead, and paſt the _ of my reproaches. 
VVV CS The 
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The thoughts that he muſt be the inheritor of 
© the eſtate of my dear ſon, drove me almoſt to 
\* - madneſs, and filled me by degrees with a kind 
of hatred to that poor innocent, who was but 
uilty of offending me through my own fault; 
or I muſt acknowledge, that from his earlieſt 
- infancy till this time, he has diſcovered ſuch 
4 ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, as would have 
made me happy in being the mother of ſuch a 
ſon, had I in reality been ſo. He is now 
eſteemed the fineſt gentleman in this. part of. 
the country ; and, in ſpight_of the prejudice. 
of nature, I cannot but confeſs, that in ma- 
ny things he very much excells. his ſuppoſed 
brother; yet, deſerving as he is, oh Miramil- 
lia] he is a ſtranger to my blood, and is it 
not hard that he Rould deprive him, who. is, 
of his inheritance ? Yet, by what means ſhall. 
I avoid it? A thouſand times, in the fond- 
neſs of ſoul for the other, I have opened my 
mouth to tell the Chevalier the whole ſtory; 
but fear and ſhame as often prevented me 
from ſpeaking. I cannot diſcover. the fraud 
I have been guilty of, without expoling my- 
ſelf at once to the indignation, and, perhaps, 
eternal hatred of a huſband who is.very dear. 
to me, and the juſt cenſure. and. reproaches of 
the whole world; for it cannot be ſuppoſed, , 
but that Herrapius, ſo is my pretended ſon 
| called, would inveigh loudly againſt the in- 
juſtice of my proceedings. But if I were ſo. 
1 diſpoſed, I know not by what means I ſhould , 
a> make out the truth of What I ſay; Eſtharia 
. $7 > 20 e 3 16 
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is dead, as I have before obſerved; there was 
but one perſon beſide her let into the ſecret, 
who alſo. is no more. I know not from whom 
that ſubtle creature procured him; nor can I, 


by any other proof but my own oath, make 


out that he is not mine: I ſhould incur the 
hate and ſcorn of all who know me; and, 
perhaps, leave things in the ſame poſition 


they were in before. Was ever affliction equal 


to mine? Have you, in all your inquiſition after 


happineſs, found a perſon more truly diſtant. 
from it, than the unfortunate Telliſinda? It 


is eaſy, madam, replied Miramillia, for any. 


one, who is a mother, to gueſs a mother's 


grief in ſo perplexing a circumſtance; yet can- 
not I adviſe you to throw Herranius off: he is 
your ſon by adoption, tho not by birth; and 


you know the od Romans made no difference 
between the one and the other, but according 


to the virtues they obſerved in them. Herra- 


nius, you ſay, has merit, let that endear him to 


you; you haye robbed him of parents, ta 
whom, perhaps, he might have been dear 3 
though misfortunes prevailed on them to part 


with him for the hope of a better proviſion = 
not that, methinks,. I would have him, whois 


really your ſon, be deprived of his birth- right; 
; there may be ways and means found out ta. 


make them. at kealt equal in their fortunes 3 


and it will be of much better conſequence to 


ſtud y that, than, by be 
the. Chevali m run the ha C torteit 
bis, aff Scion YE San ?. e time, be, 


Coulye - | 


guilty 


aying the ſecret ta 


zard of forfeiting 


| Pat? 1 left miſtreſs of a 
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gSullty of a eruelt t an-unha 4 outh, who 

hints kimfelf 3 On. r 4 

Telliinda could” not but approve ber "_ 
ſons ; ſhe aſſured her ſhe would take the advice 
the Had ſo kindly given, but could net bring 
Rerſelf to that ftate of tranquillity which was 
neceſſary to oblige her in the affair which had 
5 her thither; nor yon wg ſince 
made acquainted" with her except it 
from her; and therefore: took hey ave be 2 
Hort time, 

Having ne PA many vainefſays kmetig the 


| fried: ladies, e began to imag ine that there 
was no poffibility of nding one in that ſtate 


5 Fe 5. free from care, and therefore reſolved, 
| r her 1 it e be only 


whohad not yet given up their free- 
; dom the would poly. e beth ought herſelf 
ef a young lady, w by the gent of her pa- 


conſiderable 
2 he was e beau — „And — ac - 
1 ments enougk to ma e her a t wife 
Ft 


firſt nobleman in Venice, but her gai- 


ety, andthe unaffecten caſe of her converfa- 


| Hon, maske it evident The was yet wholly free 


tom any itifectfon from that dangerous es 
which is generally the original. of all em 
fortunes of the fair. | 
Mlrilramillia had no 8 vered 
| tiurs of her oy: than ſhe. Vent ny o viſe 
; Ann for by that name wat this lady diſ- 
of SN 4 ie found ere of company 


which * 
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which gave life to the converſation. Our af- 
flicted mother did not doubt but that content= 
ment dwelt here, and longed till ſhe had ſeen 
the other ladies depart, that ſhe might com- 
municate to her the requeſt ſhe had to make, 
At length this part of her wiſh was fulfilled, 
and the was beginning to endeavour for the, 
other, when a woman in an ordinary habit 
came into the room, on the ſight of whom 
Amalia roſe from her feat, and begging par- 
don of Miramillia for a moment's abſence, 
ran with her into a cloſet, with all the ap- 
pearance of a moſt eager impatience in her 
joke zud air, Sbe returned, not in a conſi- 
erable time ; and 5 e did, the altera 
nr ich was viſible in TS countenance, 
| Aae e believe forme very ,extraordi- 
- kn arcident had happened, and in that opi- 
plan, | e, I hope a have heard 
5 
on earfu PE. whic was ſo 
6 7 Gir Fele 
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: muc per exed in my whole wou 

rather have Wen. half 5 fortune, than have 
met with f rf. It is not to 
| gore. jo Gd continyed ſhe, fret- 
wing re, to be debarred one 171 


ing as t this ; dure I have 
page N 115 e of any ane in the world. 

„ ramillia 71 are entering In 
to lay - ſuit No, wy wered the other, I 
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more vexatious nature; 77 7 body was 
ſo diſappointed, ſo mortified.” The fla pping 


the fan, the ſtamp of the foot, 105 toſs of the 
head, accompanied ' theſe words: and filling 


5 Miramillia with a kind of curioſity of Know- 


ing what had worked ſo great a change in 


her, continued to aſk her ſeveral queſtions 


Concerning the cauſe of her dlofder. as if it 
proceeded from the news of the death of ſome 
Ine ſhe had a friendſhip for, and ſeyeral other 
fuch like demands; to 211 which ſhe anſwered 
in the negative, but joined to it ſtill that her 
misfortune was far worſe : which Words raiſ- 


ing to a greater hejght'Miramillia's @fire of 


knowing g the entreated to be made the confi- 
dent of this ſecret; but it Was Ki Pos the 
power of the other prefently to to 'comply with 


| ber requeſt, the diſturbance of der nnd not 
Fermitting her to bring forth y more than 


broken ſentences: ? tears at] a> th afforded her 

 lome relief, and after giving ene ern 

for adobe the or three-minutes, o Ine 85 ned 
the power of ſpeech, and related her calami 


in theſe words: You Know, faid ſhe, that there 
i a great ball at court next week"; all the 


Endeavouri de be A fine 


08 can? Sa- 
bia, who is, without excepti | 


the ve al neſt 


Creature in the works) ſhowe * iete of the 
_ richeſt brocade Jever ſaw in my life "that i is to : 
de made up for her againſt the time; and you 
never heard any thing boaſt with ſo much in- 


folence as ſhe _ at the"Thoul | 
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dreſſed of any body: ſilly creature, ſne forgot 
ſhe was talking to a perſon who could as well 
afford to purchaſe a handſome thing as herſelf. 
J was reſolved to be even with her, and had 
found a deſign, which, if not prevented by the 
lazineſs or treachery of the perſon I employed 
init, would have been an excellent piece of 
revenge. With a vaſt deal of induſtry, and 
ſome artifice, I procured a pattern of Sabina's 
brocade, and finding it was not to be match- 
ed, ſent it to my mercer, whom J ordered to 
ſhow eit to the weaver, that he might make a 
certain number of yards for me exactly of the 
ſame figure, but with a vaſt deal more ſilver 
in the ground: there are alſo ſome large green 
leaves in it, on which I intended to have had 
here and there ſeveral ſmall diamonds and ru- 
bies, and other precious ſtones tacked on. 
Oh! it would have been the moſt beautiful 
fancy, and the richeſt withal, that ever was 
ſſeen; but, oh Miramillia ! the baſe wretch, 
the villain that I depended on, that promiſed 
me ſo faithfully, has diſappointed me; he ſent 
word juſt now, that he begged my pardon, 
but could not poſſibly get it done in the time. 
Was ever ſuch a neglect, ſuch an impudence, 
when I had told the fellow he muſt work 
night and day to do it. I could tear him in 
pieces and myſelf too, that I. muſt be tri- 
umphed over by ſuch a creature as Sabina, 
- who, though ſhe is neither handſome nor very 
young, will have all the world ſtaring and ad- 
miring her clothes, while no body takes any” 
ds . notice 


— & 
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_ notice of me, though, without apy Vanity, 


there is no compariſon between us. 
VMiramillia could ſcarce contain her laugh- 
ter at the recital of ſo ridiculous a misfortune, 
and willing to conſole her as well as ſhe 
 could—=— But, dear Amalia! ſaid ſhe, why 
ſhould _=_ afict yourſelf ſo deeply? Me- 
is vexation might eaſily be removed 
there are without doubt other very handfome 
ſilks in town, buy the richeſt the. ſhops will 
afford, and purſue your deſign of embroider- 
ing it with diamonds; I am confident you 


may make it appear equally glorious with hers, 


whatever it be, That is true, replied Ama- 
lia; but, my dear, you miſtake the thing: the 
mortifcation I propoſed to give her pride was 
this, to have of the very ſame pattern a ſilk fo 


infinitely to outſhine hers. I would not give 


a ryal to be finer than ſhe, in any other dreſs; 


but it would have been the moſt elegant ſatiſ- 
faction ta have obſerved the baulk it would 


have been to ber, to have beheld her own: 
tern ſo much outdone. But why do talk of 


it ? continued fhe; my hope is pat) all my 
deſigns are fruſtrated; and | ouſt oarkbnt my- 


| ſelf either to feign an indiſpoſition and ſtay at 


home, or by going there reſolve to endure all 
the fine complements that will be made her on 


the delicacy of her fancy. 


All that Miramillia could ſay to her was of 
little ſervice to make her in a better humour, 
and ſhe was obliged to leave her to indulge it, 

not importing any thing of the reaſons * 


- - RES + 4% 


4 
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bad Ty her to ths viſt, rightly judging, 
that when people ſet their hearts on trifles, a 

di ſappointment even in them is as hard to be 
endured, us things of the renten nen 
a rte to others. 

Not being willing Jet to give over her 
| ſearth, the next whoſe character Sar whey) her 
ſucceſs was Clorilla, a young lady of great 
birth, beauty, and education; but 2 was in- 
conſoleable, becauſe her father, being of a quite 
different turn of mind, had refuſed a poſt of 
honour offered him by the ſenate, and ano- 
ther had arcepted i it, who had daughters, that 
by virtue of their father's office were now en- 
tituled to fit above her in all publick aſſem- 
blies. She bore this vexation with much the 
ſame degree of moderation as Amalia had done 
the diſappointment of her ſilk : Miramillia 
concluded nothing was to be expected here to 
forward the exptrüment ſhe was fo much de · 
ſirous to niake trial of, ordered her coach to 
drive to the houſe of Claribella, a young lady 
who ſeemed to have every thing that ean com- 
plete happineſs excepting a huſband, and that 
— was 1 day in her power to be poſſeſſed 

of, bein icited. in marriage by the richeſt 
* accompliſhed noblemen in Venice; 


| but ſhe r no friend to love, and declar- 
ed to all her acquaintance, that ſhe had yet 
never ſeen the man who had any temptations 
ſor her to quit her dearer liberty. She had 
che 2 77585 of being of the moſt eaſy, as 

8 per ö — 
it "os - 
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lia accuſed herſelf of want of thought that ſhe 
had not made the firſt application to her which 
might probably have ſaved her the trouble of 
the xeſt: but, alas] ſhe had not time to com- 
municate to her the intent of her viſit, before 
ſhe had reaſon to ſuſpect it would be of little 
purpoſe: ſhe received her indeed with all the 
civilities due to a lady of her quality and cha- 
racter, but yet there might be ſeen a ſort of 
peeviſhneſs i in all her air, which denoted ſhe 
Was far from being perfectly at eaſe, which 
Miramillia perceiving; aſked if ſhe was well; 
- And that queſtion preſently informed her how 
much fame had deceived her in reporting this 
lady for a woman of ſo much good humour. 
Jam not at all ſurprized, madam, anſwered 
ſhe, that yow-ſhould take me to be indiſpoſed; 
not that think I am at all altered ſince you 
ſaw me laſt; but the prodigious charms of Iſ- 
menia make too teat an eclat to ſuſfar an 
other woman to be thought tolerable. It 
would be impoſſible to repreſent the ſurprize - 
in which theſe» words involved the perſon to 
whom they were addreſſed; ſhe knew, indeed, 
there was à lady called Iſmenia, that ſhe was 
the daughter of a ſenator, and 
lovely maid; but what concern this fn 
of Charibellss, or why ſhe ſhould name her 
to a perſon. who had not the leaſt acquaintance 
with her, ſhe could not imagine: to eaſe; her- 
ſelf therefore of this perplexity, As J am ig- 
norant, ſaid ſhe, of any affairs 3 1 
i a hah of es; conſe e 225 
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can be to you. Pardon me, madam, reſumed 
the other, your late griefs have, perhaps, made 
you regardleſs of the news of the town, elſe it 
is impoſſible but you muſt have heard the vaſt 
reputation Iſmenia has acquired by the death 
of Charino. Vou would oblige me with the 
relation of it, ſaid Miramillia; for J aſſure you 

I never heard it mentioned, though I had for- 
merly ſome acquaintance with Charino, and 
looked on him as a moſt accompliſhed gen- 
tleman. He was ſo, replied Claribella ; and 
no doubt, but if he had made his application, 
might have been thought well of by women of 
greater diſtinction than Iſmenia: but what he 
ſa in her, heaven knows, to inſpire him with 
ſo prodigious a paſſion; the more he adored, 
the more ſhe inſulted. I never ſaw any thing 
in my life arrive at that monſtrous height of 
| vanity ſhe did; nor a man, eſpecially one who 
lad ſenſe too, degenerate to fo low and mean a 
ſubmiſſion as did Charino: he was like her. 
|. ſhadow, followed her wherever ſhe went, talk 

ed of her in all company as of the moſt lovely: 

creature in the world. Thus it went on be 
teen them for about three months, at the end 
of which ſnhe continuing to uſe him ill, he ſhot 
himſelf through the head, leaving a letter be- 
hind him to acquaint the world for what cauſe 
he did it. Since this demonſtration of her 
power, there is no enduring Iſmenia; ſhe is 
grown ſo aſſuming, that it is impoſſible to con- 
verſe with her, and yet you cannot imagine 
how much ſhe is admired by the men; I ſup- 
Le: VV poſe 


5 Bln 
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_ poſe they think, becauſe one has been fool 
enough to die for her, that ſhe really deſerves 
to be cried up in the manner ſhe is; in fine, - 
there is nothing now talked of in town but her 
beauty; ſhe is the general toaſt; and it is look- 
ed on as folly or envy not to join in the ridi- 
culous praiſes which are given her. This is 
the firſt time I ever heard of this adventure, 
faid Miramillia, and am extremely ſorry that 
Charino ſhould have ſo ſmall a ſenſe of the du- 
ties of religion, and ſo poignant a one of a foo- 
liſh paſſion. But I cannot ſee why you ſhould 
de diſcontented at it, any farther than common 
compaſſion for the untimely death of fo agree- 
able a Chevalier. If Iſmenia bas ſtupidity 
enough to be pleaſed with ſo fatal an effect of 
her charms, and is induced by her vanity to 
behave in the manner you deſcribe, it is eaſy 
to break off all acquaintance with her; for my 
part, though I am concerned when I fee any 
of my ſex give way to fables of that kind, I 
think it not my duty to aflift myſelf for what 
cannot prevent, nor _ ns through any 
fault of mine. But can I op my 33 5 
the encomiums with . "= am perpotaatly | 
| perſecuted ? cried Claribella. Can any * 
be more provoking, than to ſee mankind f 
much bewitched to a creature, that, in m 
opinion, has no one good quality to attra 
their admiration? Does not the Whole world 
run mad after her, worſhip her as a goddeſs ? 
'Fhe meaneſt of the people, — rn with op- 
1 to _ 1 wonder near, 
3 ſtand 
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ſtand in the ſtreet in throngs, watching her 
coming out, then croud about: her chariot, - 
crying how fair ſhe is! how exquiſitely charm- 
ing | Wherever ſhe goes, all eyes are fixed up- 
on her; all tongues ſeem to outvie each other 
in her praiſe, as if the folly of Charino had 

| ſpread its infection through all the race of 
man. No, certainly, replied Miramillia, (with 
a half ſmile, now plainly perceiving the cauſe 
of her diſquiet) not through all, I dare ſay; 
you have your admirers, who confefs your 
power 'of charming. Coxcombs ! wretches 
all]! refumed the fair votary of envy, what a- 
vails their pretending a paſſion for me, when 
they do nothing to atteſt it to the world. Ob, 
_ Miramillia! a woman gains more glory to 
have one man die for her; than to have a thou- 
ſand live and lahguiſh at her feet. It was not 
all Charino could ſay or fwear, that ſet up the 
fame of Ifmenia; but in that one action, his 
death, he has recorded the force of her charms' 
to all poſterity, Heavens! how fortunate | 
ſome women are, and how much the contrary: 
others] Notwithſtanding my great eſtate, al- 
lowed good qualities, and birth, I paſs for 
nothing in the eſteem of the world, am un- 
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regarded, lighted, and yet; without my glaſs 
extremely deceives me, ſne is far from have 


ing the pre-eminence aver me, either in face 
or ſhape. Good God! how is it poſſible to 
be contented under ſuch” viſible - patrtiality. 
She had mot, perhaps, given over her excla- 
mations for a much longer time, had the tor- 


rent 


F= \ 
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rent-of her tears allowed the power of farther 
ſpeech: nor could Miramillia offer any thing 
to interrupt her, ſo greatly was ſhe: amazed 
that a woman, endued with good ſenſe in 
other things, ſhould ſo much ſuffer it to be 
debaſed by her exceflive vanity and defire of 
admiration, But perceiving 7 og had left off 
ſpeaking, could not forbear mixing ſome grave 


reproofs with her conſolations; ſhe begged 


her to conſider how little eſſential to true 


happineſs was being accounted; beautiful, and 


how much better it was to be ſincerely loved 
by one worthy man, than to have the noiſy 
encomiums of the whole ſex, and, at the ſame 
time, reminded her that nothing was more 


an argument of a mean and ungenerous ſoul 


than to envy another, either for real or ima- 
22 perſections. But how dittle effect ſuch 
ind of diſcourſes were able to work on her, 


any one, Who in the courſe; of their life has 


met with a woman of Claribella's temper, 


may eaſily believe. She ſaid. nothing, how- 
ever, in oppoſition to her perſuaſions; but the 


- 


other finding little hopes of making a convert 


of her, ſhortened her viſit, and departed with 
a perfe&t indignation in her mind, that per- 


= ,- ſons, whom heaven deſigned to bleſs, ſhould, 
by their own perverſeneſs of diſpoſition, ren- 
der themſelves happy. But her own misfor- 
tunes hindering her from giving too much 


attention to the calamities of others, whether 


* 


* ; A * "oe h | | 
real or imaginary, ſhe reſolved: to make yet 
* 2 . * 5 * 8 LS ' 
FR one more eſſay. ane um Mn 
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Selinda was a young lady very much cele- 
1 for an uncommon ſhare of wit and un- 
derſtanding, and being endowed with every 
thing ſhe could wiſh. for in life, ſhe, imagined 
not that ſuch a one would diſcontent herſelf 
with any fancied ills; to her therefore ſhe re- 
ſolved to apply, and in a few days made her 
a viſit, with all that form which is made uſe 
"of. among, people who live in t he, great, world, 
| and are not ſufficiently acquainted with. each 
tother, to have made a mutual agreement to 
tthrowioff thoſe tireſome and indeed unneceſ- 
ſary ceremonies. 

* ſhe was ſoon nent how much ſhe 
Was: deceived.;in her expectations here, for 
deſiring to ſpeak with her. The chief atten- 
dant, with air affected and, all that mimickry 
of good breedit wa nl thoſe ſort of . people 
_ . abound with, told her, sf t her lady could by 

no means appear; tha 8 lap- dog 

had died of an „ 2 few days ago, 
and ſhe was .inconſoleable for ſo great a miſ- 
fortune; ; but that as ſoon as ſhe ſaw com- 
be was very certain ſhe would. t pk 


rſelf, . 1 55 from her. I his 
but M Ker 1 Reps K Heavens! 
bebt, 975 „ our ſex 44275855 | 
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hike Amalia, Clorilla and Claribella, do we tor- 
ment ourſelves with childiſh and imaginary 


ill, till taught by real ones how mad we 


: Have been, jg aſh the paſt could be ain 
recalſed.” 5 


Theſe refleftions put Nr e in xhumour, 


| that The was more than half determined here 
to give over an enquiry, in which the faw ſo 


little appearance of ſueceſs; and had, perhaps, 


| contented herſelf to wait till Heaven ſhould 


dy ſame other means than thoſe 
nade trial of, te put an end to the 


ſuſpence ſhe was in concerning ker dear ſon; 


if the unexpected arrival öf à lady, who was 


extremely dear to het, and who ſhe had not 


feen of a 1 had not preſented her 
Wich A Ptobad xccompliſhing her defire 
por Clara, daugh- 
1 of Venice, and at hig death 


vin Wiicthing" Tt! 


er matvre, averſe to thoſe 


„ Who: wis Married to a very 


rations Ilie Had her 
jr feeling 27 of — 2 1 


Drive tothe fair ;* and 4s The bad flo viſe | 
take up her though Ds | 
Z e ts, Our ent mother 

py refurned hor defies of experienc 
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and, indeed, in the character of Clara there 


was ſomething more e res rw in that of 
any other ſhe had addreſſed: had not only 


an affluence of wealth, but as much as ſhe was 


ambitious of: her actions were entirely free, 
either from controul or cenſure; ſhe did in 
every thing as the pleaſed, but had no deſire 
to do any thing that would not be approved 
by others as well as herſelf. She had com- 
| to relieve the woes. of others, 
if in her power to do it; but not ſo much as 
to make herſelf uneaſy when their misfortunes 
were paſt remedy : the was of a chearful 

_ diſpoſition, though not over gay; and as free 
from all manner of affectation as the ſ 


* to be of care. To add to all this, ſhe was 


extremely pious, and thoſe exerciſes of devo- 
tion, which ſome perform but to avoid re- 


| proof, were to her a pleaſure. In fine, there 


Vas nothing in her, but what made her appear 
to be in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity; and the 
intimacy which had been between her and 

Miramillia being renewed on this meeting, ſhe 

made no ſcruple of communicating to her the 

Intention ſhe had, of employing herin the work 

ſhe ſo paſſionately. longed to fee com 

Scarce could Clara, on the firft motion of her! 

| requeſt, believe ſhe was in earneſt; but when 

the other aſſured her that ſhe was ſo. and ac- 
quainted her with whatpains ſhe had been at al- 
ready to accompliſh it, wonder ſeemed to ſup- 
Ply the 225 3 and ſhe began very _ 

5 ouſly | 
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ouſly to remind her, that ſuch” notions were 
altogether ::inconſiſtent, either with that fine 
' underſtanding ſhe had given proofs: of in other 
things, and alſo with that reſignation and 
eee which is enjoined by religion. 
Airamillia could not deny the truth of her 
arguments, and aſſured her, that ſhe had a thou- 
ſand times reaſoned with herſelf in the ſame 
manner; but, continued ſhe, it can be no 
great crime, I hope, to make ſo inoffenſive an 
experiment of the truth of the predictor. 1 
depend not on it; at leaſt, I think I do not: 
but, oh my dear Clara, you are inſenſible 
what it is to labour under ſorrows ſuch as 
mine; you are a ſtranger to a mother's fond- 
neſs. and a mother's grief: yqu know not 
What it is to have ſet your heart, to have 
centered all your affections, all your hopes, 
all your fears, on one dear object; and then 
0 have it ſnatched away by means ſo ſtrange, 
ſo unexpected, and ſo intricate. Reaſon, phi- 
loſophy, and even religion itſelf, gives ſome 
ſure will not be more ſevere; and to engage 
vou to the grant of what 1 Ak, | 1 ſolemnl 7 ; 
ꝑroteſt, that if I reap not the fruit of my 
n expectations by your means, I never 
Will attempt it more; beeauſe I dare believe, 
vou are ſo entirely of that diſpoſition the 
fortune: teller deſeribed, as neceſſary to make 
me happy; that if I am not ſo in hearing 
of my. dear ſon in a ſmall time after the ae- 
„ ceoonpuihment 
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| comp ümmment of the work, I ſhall be con- 
| ane he has deceived me, and think on all, 
ho pretend to ſee into futurity, with the 
contempt they merit. But why, reſumed the 
other, ſhould you ever have dependance on 
ſuch a" riddle ? I cannot fay, I think the fel- 
low has deceived you; in my mind, the pre- 
dition, on which you build ſuch hopes, i is far 
from being any ſuch matter. If I remember 
What you Told mes F think it was, that when 
2 ese wholly free from- any worldly care 
iſeontent, ſhould undertake this piece-of 
ſempſtry, you. ſhould be certain to hear news 
of your Pn 1 hope you will do ſo, my dear, 
by other means; for this, depend on it, is an 
impoſſibility to be accompliſhed, and mention- 
Ed but to amuſe your ſorrows, and divert you 
Ffom too deep a reflection, by putting you on 
ne Juiry: 2 into what never was, nor ever 
e. Helieve me, that nothing can be more 
wee than theſe randy: | by ou RW! Yair 


c Pleaſure never ne fincere to man, 

„ But lent by heaven upon hard uſury: 

8 And while Jove holds out the bowl of j joys: 
Fer i it can rea on 1 1182 .daſh'd- —_ 
* 77 $6 gall,” Tien 2 1 5 1 * 


"Every bay e cares, their Aifquiets 
- and perplexities of ſome” kind or other; and 


to hope for perfect tranquillity on earth, is to 
. imagine 


_ 
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imagine the garden of Eden reſtored, bu- 
manity in its prin. of, of innocence, and all 
the anferior beings in that ſubjection they 
were placed before the fall. Our de rave 
appetites will now, in 100 cht of the ie 
dictates of n e 7" revealed ed 2g 
run into deſires paſſions, which vemos 
the. moſt — 2 conflicts to Wee 
worſe evils from 3 ſe and late . 
if ſuffered to get the maſt Eaſe, 

lia, is not the portion '0 this life, and. the 
moſt the beſt of 214 can boaſt, is, that we have 
ſtruggled well. 
Wo too much delicacy, ſaid. that aMifted 


indy, do you reaſon , an this ſubject; 1 ſearch 


hee things © and am too ſenſi· 


ble of the weakneſs of nature, as ſhe now 


operates, to hope R perſon, ho has 


never had a thought for which ſhe. might con- 
demn berſelf; not de I think the e, 890 | 


any ſuch vigw e o ſenem to hint 
ſufficiently 8 his truth, if you con- 


ſent to make the trialz becauſe I am con- 
vinced, you are in fact not only as caſy, but 


as happy alſo, as it is poſſible to be in theſe 
times. Neither je there any knowing that, 


replied Clara, every body does not wear the 


diforders of their winds! in their faces; and, 
perhaps, as ſedate as I appear, I may have tu- 
mults within, more truly pitiable, than ſome 


who fill your cars with continual complaints. 


| 7 7 had deal of: diſcourſe on this 


2 8855 
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ſubject, but the repetition of it being no way ___ 
material to the deſign of this book, I ſhall on- 
I ſays, that all the arguments Clara could 
urge being ineffectual, to perſuade Miramillia 

that there was nothing at all to be expected 
from her project; or that if there were, that 
| ſhe was not à proper perſon. to undertake it; 
= and that lady Ul erfiti ſting in her entreaties, 
the other told her, that ſince nothing elſe - 
| would convince her, ſhe. would inform her of 
ſome paſſages in the Nene ge of her life, 
_ which wou ep a ſtroy all the opinion, 
Fhe had of her fs. Miramillia aſſured 
her, ſhe cots ve be grieved at nothing more 
chan fuch a comictlon; but could not yet 
f 1 expreffing fotne difidence in her ſince- 
rity, till the other began the recital the had 
e in A rebnng words. OD 
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tune my liter. had in marriage, ma- 
me take a reſolution. of continuing in 


a, ſingle tate, 1 left. Venice and retired . to 
aſcat I had in the country, on on... purpoſe to 
avoid being perſecuted with the tireſome ſol- 


licitations of a ſex, I had not the leaſt inclina-, 
tion to enc 


tenders followed me to this retreat, and others 


© attempted to charm me back with amorous 
epiſtles, but by neglecting 1 got rid of them 


at laſt; and my humour being in a ſhort time 
known in that part of the country where I 


lived, prevented the gentlemen t ere from 


| : r me an impertinent declarations of a 


aſſion, which otherwiſe my fortune and 


irth, perchance, might be thought conſidera- 
ble enough to have inſpired. -In fine, I lived 
in perfect eaſe, and was not far from that ſtate 


of mind, which b, are at preſent ſo de- 
— to find a perſon poſſeſſed of. But, alas! 
444 ? - 4 p 


| 7 U know,” bald 1 that the rl for- 


Qurage, and was determined never 
to enter into an engagement with, on any 
terms of love or marriage; ſome few pre- 


this 
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this ſweet - tranquillity was but of ſhort 
duration, and, like all other happineſſes of 
life, ſtaid no longer than to give me a taſte 
of what it was, then fleeted away, and left 
the void within my breaſt, to be filled up: 
with its moſt dreadful oppoſites. EO 
The only one of the male ſex, who I ſuf-: 
fered to he much with me, was my couſin, the 
Chevalier Ferdipand; and, indeed, he wWwas a. 
yaung gentleman of ſo many fine accom 
pliſhments, that I ſhould have thought it an: 
injuſtice to myſelf, not to have indulged the 
improvements I received from his converſa- 
tion: and as he was ſo nearly related to me, 
being my mother's ſiſter's ſon, it would have 
been ridiculous to have denied him acceſs for 
the ſame; reaſons-I did others. I had all the 
regard for him which the nearneſs of blood 
not only excuſes, but alſo ſeems to make a 
part of our duty; and for his fine ſenſe and 
good humour, yet a more ſtrong eſteem. He 
ſeemed to have the moſt perfect and diſintereſt- 
ed friendſhip: for me, and I, in reality, hads 5 
as much for him as is poſſible to feel, unac- 
companied: by any of thoſe emotions, which, 
too often, are the conſequences of an extra- 
ordinary intimaey between perſons of a dif- 
ferent ſex. Tis certain, nothing could be 
more innocent in appearance, than the pro- 
feſſions of reſpect with which he treated me, 
and I thought myſelf happy in ſuch. a com- 
1 Lt © 11,37: 005-3 55425: 00004) 
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aſifter to receive; and I was ſo far from ſuſ- 


him as z brother, he. behaved. to me as became 


pecting him of any diſhonourable intentions 
ain, me, that had I been guilty of any ſen- 
timents to the prejudice of my virtue or my 
peace, I believe 1 ſhould as foon have had 


* him, as to my confeſſor, for ar- 


ents to enable me to overcome them. 
artful are mankind in diffimulation, and 
Ef e, is Gur. unſuſpecting fex capable. of 
"Bak nor their deep ugs. 
not to detain your: attention wich any 
a8 reflections on an irremedible Mis- 
3 was fitting with him one evening, 
* obſerving how beautifully EE Iey 0 = 
2 little firea oppoſite to the window; 
fell into fome diſcourſe concerning the "ag 
ſareg of the- ſeaſon, for it was then that part 
of the: year in which neither cold nor heat 
is too prevalent, and afterwards agreed to take 
a walk in a fine meadow adjacent tothe houſe. 
Fhe refreſhing breezes and delightful: folitude 
of the place drew us to à little wood at the 
extent of the meadow, where, as we walked, 
be entertained me with many inſtructive and 
obſervations on the various cha 


of nature: I took notice, that all the time de 


_ ruſhes, Which he 8 
brook as we pult e the meadow ; 
I was once or — to af him what 


new amuſement he had Sad cd; but ether 
- Entiverſation n me, he 3 the 
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meaning of what he had been doing in theſe 
terms: Who would think, ſaid he, that there 
ſhould be fo wonderful a ſtrength in theſe: 
graſs joined together in this manner? How 7 

_ eaſy were it for a lover to obtain the utmoſtt 

of his wiſhes by the means of this bandage ? 5 
Bleſs me, ſaid I. laughing, what has put ſuch 
whims in your head? A woman muſt be at 

| leaſt half conſenting to her own rape, that 
would ſuffer herſelf to be confined-by ſuch as 
theſe,” You are miſtaken, couſin, anſwered he, 

I dare. venture any wager with you, that you 

could by no means unlooſe your hands, when 
tied with theſe as I have platted them together. 
IJ, not imagining he had any other meaning 
than to divert himſelf and me, let him faſten 

my hands together; which having done, he 

. . threw them over my head, and at the fame 
moment my body on the ground, where 1 
Was immediately convinced of the baſe deſign 
he had in this pretended raillery: in fine, 
Miramillia, I was compelled to ſuffer from 
this imagined friend, this ſeemingly worthy 
man, all that I could have feared from the moit 
diſſolute of his ſex, the moſt abandoned and, ' 
brutal raviſher; in vain were all my ſhrieks, 
my cries, my tears,” and adjurations ; the vil- 
lanous enterprize, he confeſt, had long been 
in his head, and nothing ſhould prevent: him 
from the perpetration of it. The firſt uſe I 
made of my liberty, when I had regained it, 
was to ſeize on his ſword, reſolving to end 
my diſgrace with nf ah but his ſtrengtn 
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in this alſo rendered my endeavours fruitleſs, 
and he perforce made me fit down by him at 
the foot of a ſpreading. oak, beneath whoſe - 
branches my ruin had been accompliſhed. As 
he wanted not every inſinuating art, he omit- 
ted nothing Which he thought might reconcile 
me to what he had done; he proteſted, that he 
had long loved me'with the moſt unvanquiſh- 


able affection, but that perceiving the fixed 


averſion I had entertained to marriage, he 


durſt not make any declarations of his paſſion, 
fearing to be baniſhed from my preſence and 


loſe my fociety for ever; and that unable to 


live without enjoying me, he had reſolved on 
this deſperate courſe; with a thouſand other 


ſuch like excuſes, which men on ſuch a ſcore 
are never at a loſs to form. Rage, deſpair, 


and ſhane, mixt with the moſt ſtrong ſurpriſe, 


at firſt made me deaf to all he ſaid; but cer- 
tainly there is nothing more weak than Wo- 
man's anger, when the is once perſuaded to 


believe the wrongs ſhe has received were on- 


ly occaſioned by exceſs of love: there is 


ſomething in the nature of that paſſion, though 
Ve feel it not ourſelves, that will not ſuffer us 


to continue our reſentments long againſt the 


man who can once convince us we are dear to 


hun. After a thouſand curſes, and the moſt 
bitter reptoaches, I was at laſt won to for- 
give the violation; and though I thought my- 


elf the moſt en el of all created beings, 
and reſlected on the deed of ſhame with de- 
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of it. I told him I would pardon all he had 
done on two conditions, firſt, that he never 
would divulge it by any unguarded word or 
action, and next, that he would for ever ſnun 
my preſence. It is not to be doubted but that 

he ſwore as zealoufly as I would have him to 
perform the firſt, but for the other he begged 
1 would not for my own fake inſiſt upon it; 
a ſudden eſtrangement from that intimacy 
which had been between us might, he ſaid, 
occaſion cenſures no way to the advantage of 
my reputation. I could not avoid confeſſing 
the truth of this argument, and therefore 
conſented he ſhould viſit me as he had done, 
but aſſuring him at the ſame time, that I 
yielded not to ſee him but on that conſider- 
ation, and that he muſt never hope that 1 
would look on him but as the undoer of my 
hengur, and the man whom of all the world 
I had moſt cauſe to hate. He made me many 
ſpeeches on my cruelty, as he termed it; but 
I had good reaſon, fince by his impudent pre- 
ſuming to talk to me of his deteſted paſ- 
ſion, that he took the reſentments I at that 
time teſtified for no more than the firſt ſtrug- 
glings of my modefty, and doubted not but he 
ould: hereafter obtain by my. free conſent 
what as yet he had not but*by force become 
%%%, ee EP BA Cn OE 
When I came home, and had leiſure to re- 
flect on the misfortune which had happened 


to me, 1 wholly abandoned myſelf to grief; 


the more I conſidered, the more I found the 
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pardoned him, and had promiſed to continue 
my former converſation. with him,. I looked 


oh my own behaviour to be almoſt as criminal 


as his had been. Never did poor diſtracted 
creature paſs a night in greater agonies than 


did I the firſt after my ruin; ſleep Was entirely 


a ſtranger to my eyes, and I was ſo much diſ- 
1 all the next day, that I wore my ex- 
cuſe in my face; for ſeeing no company, be 
was among thoſe, that came to. viſit me, but 
being told I was ill, preſſed not to be intro- 


| duces belleving\ath good reaſon that it was 


to him chiefly I was denied, and thought it 


| beſt to let the fury of my reſentment work off 
before he faw me again; but as all things, vio- 
- lent at firſt, grow cool by degrees, my reaſon 


and the conſideration that to ſeclude myſelf 


from the world all on a ſudden, without any 


zealous to diſcover the cauſe, I again endea- 
voured to look like myſelf, and wore. a ſhow 


of. my former ſerenity, though my heart was 


full of the moſt poignant anguiſh. I can- 


not expreſs - with what terrible diſorders it 
was that I was obliged. to receive him as 1 


had been accuſtomed, if I had not, at ſome 


times, when being alone with bim, vented 


that 


— 
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that diſpleaſure which before company lay 
ſmothered in my © breaſt, I believe I thould 
have burſt; but whenever any of thoſe oppor- 
tunities arrived, he returned my -reproaches 
with ſo much humility, and a ſhow of the 
_ moſt endearing tenderneſs, that my guilty 
Heart was ſometimes ready to excuſe what he- 
had done: I bluſh to think how far my wo- 
man's'weakneſs might at length have carried 

if an accident had 'not happened, which, 
though it involved me in a crime, perhaps, yet 
leſs deſerving pardon, preferved me from fall- 
ing into that which juſtly renders our ſex ſo 
contemptible in the eyes of miankind. FE 
- FT had a great many ladies with me one day, 
among whom was one who was lately married; 
being all of the ſame ſex; we happened to en- 
ter into a gay converſation on the change of 
her condition, and that naturally introducing 
many: little entertaining ſtories, how wonder 
was it that T reſtrained myſelf from "uttering 
any exclamation which might have proclaim- 
end my ſhame to the whole company, when 
one of them related the manner of my undoing 
with a deſeription ſo exact, as if ſhe had been 
witneſs of it! Vet did I conceal my diſorders 
in a ſhew of ſurprize, and feigning not to be- 
lieve ſuch a thing could be poſſible, demanded 
if ſhe heard it for a truth, and if ſhe could 
gueſs who the perſons were; to which ſhe an- 
ſwered in theſe ſtabbing terms: It was from 
my huſband, ſaid ſhe, that I heard this ad- 
venture; he aſſures me that it is fact, and hap- 
20 „„ pened 
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pened very lately; but as to the names of the 
perſons concerned in it, he is either really ig- 
norant, or pretends; that he is ſo. I ſpoke no 
more of it, and was glad to find the converſa- 
tion turn on ſome other ſubject; but. when I 
Was left alone, heavens l what a: tempeſt of 
wild paſſions inyaded my diſtracted ſoul; I 
doubted not but my diſgrace would ſoon be- 
come the common chat, Already it is ſo, cried 
I to myſelf ; there is nothing but my name a 
ſecret, and that no doubt will ſoon: be added 
_ to complete the triumph of that conſummate 
villain : perhaps already it is revealed; and 
while I am the only perſon to whom it is a 
ſecret, the jeſt of my undoing is heightened 
to behold my imaginary ſecurity; my affect- 

ed virtue ridiculed, and all the little policies I 
made to bide my ſhame, exploded. 
It ĩs not to be doubted: but that ſentiments 
ſuch as theſe entirely deſtroyed:all that ten- 
derneſs which his ſeemingly humble paſſion 
had raiſed in me; but no tongue can expreſs 
how deadly a hatred now filled up the place. 


ſhort time reſolved on the means of accom- 
- Plifhing, it: fortune favoured my intentions 
ſo far, that, till. I had wholly: contriyed in 
what manner I ſhould proceed, ſome buſineſs 
prevented him from uiſiting me; otherwiſe L 
ſhould, by letting him know I was not unac- 
quainted with this ſecond injury, have given 
bim warning of the miſchiefs which my juſt 
rage might inflick on him, And, perhaps too. 
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im the bitter reproaches I ſhould have loaded 
him with, great part of that ſpirit, which ani- 
mated me to revenge, had been evaporated. 
But his abſence giving me time to deliberate 
calmly on what I then thought I ought to 
do, I had leiſure to form a project which 
ſeemed to me the moſt juſtifiable one in the 
world. To carry on my deſign, therefore, I 
-aQted the hypocrite with as much art as he 
kad done; when next he came, I received him 
with looks more chearful and leſs: reſerved 
than I had done ever ſince that fatal night 
in which my ruin was compleated; and as he 
never omitted any opportunity of expreſſiug 
himſelf to me in the moſt tender manner, I 
-feemed now to liſten to him with leſs: re- 
: luQtance than uſual; and after ſuffering him 
to entertain me a great while on that ſub- 
ject, affected to be extremely ſoftened by rhe 
declarations he had made mie of an inviolable 
paſſion, and at laſt behaved in a manner as 
could give him no room to doubt I would 
not become as kind as he could wiſn. Thus 
Aid 1 delude his hopes till about the ſame 
_:hour he had made choice on for my undo-- 
ing; and the night being equally pleaſant 
with that, I aſked him to accompany me in 
a little walk, ſuiting my voice and looks, white 
I was ſpeaking, to the fond meaning I aimed 
to have bim think was in my words: in fine, 
Lcounterfeited ſo well, that he was wholly de- 
-ecived into the moſt rapturous imagination 
chat could e Fae kindneſs, and 
N HWV] - * mn. 
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1. pened very lately ; but as to the names of the 


perſons concerned in it, he is either really ig- 
norant, or pretends that he is ſo. I ſpoke no 
more of it, and was glad te find the converſa- 
tion turn on ſome other ſubject; but when I 
Was left alone, heavens ! What a tempeſt of 
wild paſſions invaded my diſtracted foul; I 
doubted not but my diſgrace would: ſoon be- 
eome the common chat, Already it is ſo, cried 
I to myſelf ; there is nothing but my name a 
- ſecret, and that no doubt will ſoon: be added 
o complete the triumph of that conſunimate 
Villain z perhaps already it is revealed; and 
while Jam the only perſon to whom it is a 
ſecret, the jeſt of my undoing is heightened 
to behold my imaginary ſecurity ; my affect. 
d virtue ridiculed, and all the little policies I 


rage might inflict on him, And, perhaps too. 
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im the bitter reproaches I ſhould have loaded 
him with, great part of that ſpirit, which ani- 
mated me to revenge, had been evaporated. 
But his abſence giving me time to deliberate 
calmly on what I then thought J ought to 
do, I had leiſure to form a project which 
feemed to me the moſt juſtifiable one in the 
world. To carry on my deſign, therefore, I 
acted the hypocrite with as much art as he 
kad done; when next he came, I received him 
with looks more chearful and leſs reſerved 
than I had done ever fince that fatal night 
in which my ruin was compleated ; and as he 
never omitted any opportunity of expreſſing 
 - himſelf to me in the moſt tender manner, 1 
-feemed now to liſten to him with leſs: re- 
: lutance than uſual; and after ſuffering him 
to; entertain me a great while: on that ſub- 
ject, affected to be extremely ſoftened by the 
he had made nie of an inviolable 
paſſion, and at laſt behaved in a manner as 
could give him no room to doubt I would 
not become as kind as he could wiſh, - Thus 
Aid 1 delude his hopes till about the ſame 
hour he had made choice on for my undo- 
ing; and the night being equally pleaſant. 
with that, I aſked him to accompany me in 
2 little walk, ſuiting my voice and Jooks, while 
I was ſpeaking, to the fond meaning I aimed: 
to have him think was in my words: in fine, 
+Feounterfeited fo well, that he was wholly de- 
-ecived into the moſt rapturous imagination 
that could be of- — kindneſs, and 
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taking my hand he Jed me, without my naming 
it, toward the wood: I was very well pleaſed 
that he ſo readily fell into the ſnare, having 
deſigned to make the ſcene of my ruin that of 
my revenge: I had gathered ruſhes as I paſſed 
the brook, -and weaving them as I perceived 
he had done; I cannot imagine, cried I with 
an air of wantonneſs, how you faſtened my 
hands with this ſort of bandage; I donot think 
I could make you my prifoner ſo eaſily. My 
foul has long been your flave, anſwered he, 
and it is always in your power to make my 
body ſo. With theſe words he preſented his 
hands, and ſhewed me how to tie them; which 
having done, I threw them over his head, laugh- . 
ing all the while, and crying, Now I will ra- 
viſh you. It is eaſy to believe he would not 
attempt any thing that might interrupt this 
frolick, as he imagined it; and on my Sting | 
himalittle puſhn, fell doun on his hack, hic 
I no ſooner perceived, than throwing: myſelf 
upon him, and taking out a penknife, which 
I had put in my pocket for that purpoſe, No 
more ſhalt thou raviſh, cried I, and baſely re- 
port the deed; Clara ſhall be the laſt thou 
: ſhalt betray; live henceforth the ſcorn of thy 
on ſex, as thou haſt mails me of mine; live, 
but no more a man. Nor were theſe idle 
- threatenings, made bold as well as cruel by 
my revenge, I acted the buſineſs of my words, 
and in ſo ſhort a time that he had not the 
power to hinder what I was about, either by 
| force or perſuaſions. Overcome, 3 
SEES. x N with 


with the violence of thoſe emotions which had 
agitated me to ſo extravagant an attempt, I 
had no ſooner accompliſhed it, than I ran 
ſhrieking from the place, and hid myſelf in 
another part of the wood. Revenge now ſa- 
tiated was already converted to remorſe, and 
frighted, and aſhamed, at what I had done, 
I grew almoſt wild. For ſome hours did I 
indulge diſtraction in that ſolitary place; but 
at length a kind of tenderneſs, which I know 
not whether to call a virtue or a vice, came 
over my ſoul, and forced me to go back 
where I had left the unhappy Ferdinand; but 
he had riſen and was departed: the horror I 
was in working different ways, according to 
the various emotions with which I was agi- 
tated, now drove me home, believing he was 
gone to my houſe, to expoſe and upbraid the 
darbarity I had been guilty of. One would 
think this conſideration fhould rather have 
deterred me; and I ſhould Have thought it a 
leſs evil to have remained for ever in that 
wood, and lived a ſavage among brute breaſts, 
than to have heard of the aa had been do- 
ing, and the occaſion of it with all theſhame- 
ful circumſtances related before my face. But 
the notions with which, that moment, 
was poſſeſſed, were deſperation all, and bold 
unthinking frenzy; My ſervants were afto- 
niſhed to ſee me return alone, and aſked 
where Don Ferdinand was gone. I had pre- 
ſence enough of mind to anſwer that he had 
attended me to the door, and had taken leave: 
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THB FRUITLESS 
To conceal my diſorders from their obſerva- 
tion, I pretended to have been ſeized with 
a violent indiſpoſition, and went immediately 
to bed : but, oh! ſleep was the whole night. 
a ſtranger to my eyes; I could not reflect on- 
what I had done without ſuch a mixture of 
-ſhame, repentance, and grief, that nothing is- 
more ſtrange. than that I did not lay violent 
hands on my own life: rage and hate were 
paſhons now extinguiſhed in me, or if they 
had yet a being, myſelf was the only object 
of them. I thought of Ferdinand, now only 
with the extremeſt tenderneſs and pity, and 
conſcious how unavailing theſe foft emotions 
were to repair the injury my wild revenge 
would but faintly repreſent; yet were infi- 
nitely - entreaſed, - when early the next morn- 
ing my maid brought a letter. to me, which 
ſhe ſaid had been juſt; delivered to her by the 
ſervant of that 3 Chevalier. I haſti- 
| 16 broke the ſeal, and found it contained-theſe 
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6c flicted by you; and is no other than a 
«© martyrdom to that- paſſion, to which I was 
< the moſt faithful votary. My ſurgeon in- 
«© forms me I cannot live fix hours; be ſo ex- 
c cellently good, not to ſuffer me to go out 
„ of the world without ſeeing you; the ſhort 
© time allowed me I would employ i in make 


ing you Ne 3 that | is in the ee 
560 of wo: | Set * 
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7 Hhat I have ſe ou of my y riment . 
befole the receipt of TA billet, you may be 
able to gueſs the condition in which I was 
plunged at reading it. Diſtraction was mean F 
to what J felt: the patience, the reſignation, 
the forgiving tenderneſs, with which he men- 
tioned, the barbarous action I had been guilty 
of, ſet it before my eyes in ſo monſtrous a 
light, t that nothing but his deſires of ſeeing 
me, could have prevailed on me to' have lived 
1 a moment, F orgetting T was naked, I ſtart- 
dd from the bed, and was about to have run 
ont of the houfe in that poſture, had I not 
been hindered by my maids; but when they 
were dreffſing me, the haſte T made to get 
das NM 6 ready 
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ready retarded my being ſo ; I called for one 
thing "inſtead of another, and appeared ſo 
much confuſed and wild, that had they not 
known the ſtrict friendſhip between me and 
my couſin, and been told of the danger he 
was in, though not the cauſe of it; they 
would certainly have believed J was ſeized 
with ſome ſudden frenzy. But not to keep 
your expectation on the rack for the event, 
when I came into the chamber of the unfor- 
tunate Ferdinand, he received me with a look 
which compleated all that the workings of 
my own ſad mind had but 'begun, to take a- 
way ſome motions of my ſenſes ; and as I ap- 
proached the bed, I fell down motionleſs on 
the floor ; ſeveral perſons being in the room 
with him, all their care was employed to 
bring me to myſelf again; which having 
done, all the uſe I made of my recovered 
ſpeech, was to ſend forth the moſt bitter' 
cries and exclamations. I know not what 
I ſhould have uttered in this the moſt violent 
ngagony, ſure, that every foul endured, ' if he, 
perceiving the greatneſs of my grief, and 
more tender of my honour than I could be 
capable of in that diſtreſsful moment, had not 
defired all who were in the room to with- 
draw: and as ſoon as they were, taking one 
of my hands, and putting it to his mouth, 
Though to ſee my death has this effect on 
ou, ſaid he, I think my life well loſt; yet 
do not, I beſeech yqu, give any demonſtra- 
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reputation. It is enough I know you do not 
hate me; I would not have you do any thing 
which ſhould make the world believe you 
love me more than is conſiſtent with the 
. nearneſs of our blood, and the ties of friend- 
ſhip. He was about to ſay ſomething more, 
when I interrupted him by crying, Ah, Fer- 
dinand! had you always preſerved that re- 
gard for my honour and reputation, it would 
not have been on theſe ſad terms we now had 
met. I then , proceeded to inform him of 
what I had been told concerning his reveal- 
ing the hiſtory of my undoing : to which he 
anſwered, I believe, with the utmoſt ſinceri- 
ty, that it was true he had, one night when 
overcome with wine, related ſuch a thing, as 
of a tranſaction he had caſually been inform- 
ed; but aſſured me, on the word of a dying 
man, that he had been ſo far from make- 
ing any mention of me, that he had not even 
named himſelf as the preſuming perſon. But 
though, continued he, I am innocent as to 
the latter part of your accuſation, I am but 
too guilty of the firſt, and own the juſtice of 
your reſentments, and the puniſhment they 
= inflicted on me; yet, oh! I beg my 

| life may expiate my offence, and as ſome mi- 
tigation of it, believe I had not had recourſe 
to means ſo unwarrantable, for the gratifica- 
tion of my. paſſion, had not all others been 
denied. | Your known averſion to marriage, 
our near kindred, my own demerits, every 
thing conſpired to make me deſpair of your 
lp Me Ae 35 * 


6 THE FRUTTLESS 
ever being mine, by any other meaſures 
than thoſe my boundleſs paſſion inſtigated 
me to make uſe of. Oh, pardon it; and 
after death think more Tündly on me than 
you could do in life. Oh, Miramillia! - 
how much did this aſſurance of his inno- 
cence (I mean as to that particular for which 
Thad been enraged to that extravagant de- 
Free) both torment and pleaſe me; I own 
now loved him well enough to take a de- 
light in believing he had too ſincere and ar- 
"dent a tenderneſs for me, to ſuffer. him to 
"ſpeak of me in a manner I ſhould not, ap- 
prove; but then to reffect how I had returned 
'that tenderneſs, that death, in the moſt pain- 
ful way, was the reward of his ill-placed af- 
fection, turned me all to Horror and deſpair, 
And hatred of myſelf. When T remembered 
that I Had forgiven him the worſt injury a 
woman can receive, or man be guilty of; yet 
Bad ſo ſeverely revenged an imaginary wrong 
to my. reputation, I had not the leaſt to ſay 
in my defence: my boaſted: virtue ſeemed on- 
| Ty prudery now, and vain fantaſtick pride; 1 
"appeared, in my own eyes, the moſt con- 
temptible, the moſt vain, and, at the fame 
time, the moſt cruel, ungrateful, and inhuman, 
of all created beings. I teſtified the deep ſenſe 
Thad of what I had done, by all the expreſſions 
of grief that words could form; but they, alas 
were far enervate: I teſtified it by all the to- 
EKens of deſpair, of remorſe, of horror ; and the 
poor, tender, almoſt dying creature, — 
Re : . 
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of his own anguiſh, ſunk at the ſight of mine. 
Sure never was any thing ſo truly diſmal as 
this ſcene :. we not only exchanged a mutual 

forgiveneſs; but, in theſe fatal moments, re- 
fined the paſſions, we were before poſſeſſed of, 
to ſuch a ſublime degree, that ſadneſs never 

appeared in ſo much pomp ; the wild deſires, 
which had. prompted him to my-undoing, were 
naw converted into the moſt; holy fires, and 
pureſt raptures; the friendſhip I had for him, 
into the moſt tender of thoſe affections which 
can be called love. I would have died to 
have preſerved him; and he ſeemed to regret 
the loſs of life for no other reaſon, than be- 
cauſe it ſeparated him from me. But when, 
in the bittereſt anguiſh of ſoul, I vowed not 
to ſurvive him, a paleneſs, more ghaſtly even 
than that of death, came over his face, 
and for ſome moments deprived him of the 
power of ſpeech; tho when it was regained, 
he charged me, he conjured me, by religion, 
by nature, and for the ſake of his eternal 
peace, not to ſuffer him to leave the world 
with ſuch à fear; nor would he be content- 
ed, till I had ſ worn, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, to giue over all thoughts * deſpera- 

5 tion might f inſpire. 79 In: the moit endearing, 

yet ſolemn woe, did we paſs the time, till a 
ſervant came in to acquaint Ferdinand, that 
the perſon he had ſent for to draw up his 
commands, in writing, attended his orders; 
on which, he being introduced, I bad the 
confirmation of that tenderneſs. he profeſſed, 
1 oy in 
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in hearing myſelf named the ſole heir of all his 

wealth. Ah! little did the witneſſes of it 
imagine he ſhowed this kindneſs to his mur- 
_ dreſs, The lawyer and confeſfor. engroſſed 
all his remaining moments till the very laſt, 
in which he took me in his arms, and ex- 
pired on my breaſt, which ſoon; grew as mo- 
_ fionleſs as his: it was a full hour [as they 
afterward: told me] before they brought me 
to myſelf; and when I was, they were oblig- 
ed to force me from the body, and carry me 
home, fearing the fight of that dreadful ſpec- 
tacle ſhould deprive me of my ſenſes; and, 
indeed, I could: not boaſt: the perfect uſe of 
them for a great while, When reaſon had a 
little recovered her dominion. over my ſoul, 
I laboured, as much as poſſible, to regain 
that tranquillity the unhappy accidents had 
eraſed; but how much in vain do we aim 


| at content? How fruitleſs are all: endeavours 


to draw from our minds the ſtings of re- 
morſe? They are like the gnawings of the 
pPoet'g vulture, which the more you ſhrink 
5 — — holds vou the faſter Fra and ſeizes 
With more 2 y gri es. For mary vears 

this was a a E a 
gloomy melancholy ſucceeded, a heavy weight 
of dulneſs, or rather ſtupidity, fell on my ſpi- 
_ rits; and never, never more ſhall I regain 


| that true content, that ſerenity of mind, I 


once was bleſſed with. Diverſions, company, 
all the amuſements that the art of man ever 


. invented to charmů che gays J made trial of, 
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but all in vain. Conſcience, when moſt re- 
pelled, recoils with greater violence; and all 

the hope I had was in religion; I therefore 

_ retired to a nunnery, and never did any one 
commence a more ſtrict obſervation of the 
rules preſcribed there. I know not how far 
the admonitions of the good prieſts; and the 
fellowſhip of the holy ſiſterhood, might in 
time work on me, to abandon every care 
but that of religion, had either of them be- 
haved in the manner I expected from them. 
But, alas! thoſe ſacred walls exclude not thoſe 
very vices which we often fly to them to a- 
void; pride, hypocriſy,.and avarice, have their 

_ dwelling there, as well as in the court or city. 
How often have I ſeen one famed for ſome 
a of ſupererogation, exult over her leſs pi- 
. ous fiſter, and affect to dictate even to her 
very thoughts. Another, though entered by 
conſtraint, pretends a zeal-almoft equal to en- 
thuſiaſm, and ſtudies only how to inveigh 
againſt thoſe -pleaſures ſhe in ſecret languiſhes 
to enjoy. A third fort, and, indeed, the 
aim only to inſpire in you a deſire of con- 

_ tinuing with them for - propagation of virtue, 
are all the time contriving only the means 
to enrich their own convents; and of this 1 
had ſufficient experience: the fortune I was 
now miſtreſs of had been a handſome ſtipend, 
and they omitted no arts to keep me among 
them; but whether it was owing to my pe- 
netration, I know not, or that my melan- 
| . cholyx 
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eholy made me leſs liable to flattery, by be- 

ing more ill-humoured than formerly; but 
Law through their deſigns immediately, and 
that brought me into ſo great a contempt of 


them, that 1 judged, if I was to hope a 
eure from true religion, it muſt not be a- 


*mong thoſe vain and ſuperficial pretenders 
1 Qmuſt expect to find it. I left the convent, 
: therefore, and returned to: my houſe, where 


I have lived, for the moſt part, ever ſince. 
cannot ſay but time, which deſtroyed thoſe 
* agonies with · which I was at firſt opprefled, 
has made a very great abatement alſo in the 
* melancholy that 4 cceeded it; yet am I ſtil}, 
and ever ſhall be, in a condition of mind, 
far from what you wiſh to find, for the ex- 


- periment” of that er the fortune-reller- ad- 
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„Here Clara teft off  ſpoaking's rand ie s 


| dds the buſineſs of Miramillia to offer what 
eonſolation was in her power; which ſhe did 


with her accuſtomed: ſweetneſs. They ſtay- 


ed ſome little time together; after which 
our afflicted mother returned” to her 'own 


houſe, with a full refolution to give over an 


tenquiry which ſhe was now convinced would 
| der Altogether fruitleſs, and depend wholly 


on heaven for the reſtoration of her peace; 
either in hearing news of that dear ſon whoſe 


loſs had given her ſo much grief, or in ob- 


taining 2 ſtock of patience to ſupport: the un- 
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HShe had not fixed this determination many 
days before ſhe found the good effects of it: 


that ſon, whoſe abſence ſhe' had fo long de- 


\ 
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the? father of 
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plored, and who no body nom believed was 


in the world, was, when ſhe leaſt expected 


it, returned to her embraces. A coach-and- 
fix, containing the young Adario, ſo he was 
called, a grave old gentleman, and a moſt 


beautiful virgin, came to her gate. The 
tranſport ſhe was in to behold once more that 


darling of her foul, left her not the power of 
obſerving by whom he was accompanied: ſhe | 
hung upon his neck; ſhe claſped him with 
raptures, ſuch as only mothers know; ſhe 
-pazed on him with an agony of pleaſure; for 
a long-time ſhe could bring no other words, 
than My fon! My ſon! Adario! My dear 
Adario ! But extacy at length giving way to 


neflection; Where have you been ? ſhe cri- 


ed, and why, by your abſence and your fi- 
lence, have you involved me in griefs which 


have been yery near fatal to me? Oh pardon. 


the tranſgreſſibn of my ſeeming neglect, beſt 


of parents, and of women, anſwered he; 
but as it is to this gentleman you aàre indebt- 


ed for my life, be pleaſed to hear from his 
mouth my vindication. Theſe words make- 
ing her turn her eyes on the company, ſhe 
immediately knew the perſon he mentioned: - 
bo be Signior Clotario, one who had been 
the molt paſſionate: of her adorers, when in 
a yirgiw ſtate ; but being rejected by her for 
rio, his deſpair had made 
5 him 
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him ſeveral times attempt the life of that 
more happy rival, for which there had ever 
ſince remained an extreme hatred between the 
families; but to be told that he had been in- 
ſtrumental in preſerving Adario, chaſed from 
her breaſt all ſentiments but thaſe of grati- 
tude : ſhe received him with all civility ; and 
being told by him, that the young lady who 
came with him was his daughter, made her 
all the compliments her beauty and — air 
demanded from as many as ſaw her. After 
which, being impatient to know by. what 
means they had become acquainted with her 
ſon, ſhe preſſed - for the gratification of that 
deſire; and Clotario, e to NG de 
gan in this manner, 1 
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TUYHIS young girl, ſaid he, pointing to 
1 Felicis, rey el only child Y ever wed 
Miramillia, ſeemed. 
moſt' worthy of my affections; but the pre- 
ſent ſhe made me of her, proved fatal to 
herſelf : ſhe died in childbed ; and though I 
was extremely afflicted for her loſs, I thought. 
it would better become the love I bore her, 
to tranſplant it to the dear pledge ſhe left me, 
than ta waſte my whole thoughts on what was 
not to be recovered by all my cares. Few 


fathers regard their children with that tender- 
. nefs I have ever done Felicia, and to do her 


juſtice none ever ſeemed mere to deſerve it. 
When grown to an age to be ſenſible of m 

indulgence and her own duty, ſhe made it all 
her ſtudy to let me ſee the one was not thrown 


away, by her ſtrict obſervance of the other: 


I ſhall paſs over in filence the improvements 
ſhe made in all the accompliſhments I thought 
it proper ſhe ſhould be inſtructed in, left you 

ſhould imagine I confider her with too partial 


an opinion. Such as ſhe is, however, the 
. nobleſt Chevaliers in the country ſollicited my 


conſent to obtain her in marriage; but ſhe ap- 
peared ſo far from having any inclination to 


enter into that ſtate, that ſhe entreated me 
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264 THE FRUITLESS 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs te permit her to re- 
main as ſhe was. I loved her too well to preſs 


her to any thing ſke diſliked, and aſſured her I 


would neverexert my authority in that point, 
unleſs I ſhould ſee her agitated with a blind 
paſſion for one unworthy of her; ſhe proteſted, 


ſhe would never entertain the beſt emotions of 


that kind, without firſt knowing if I was wil- 


ling ſhe ſhould indulge them; and I obſerv- 
ed in her ſo much diſcretion in other things, 


that I made no ſcruple of believing her. I 


depended entirely on her conduct, and was 
free from thoſe corroding cares which ſo 


much perplex the generality of fathers. But 
the greater my imagined ſecurity, the greater 
my diſappointment when I had reaſon to be- 
lieye myſelf deceived. One morning, ſur- 


prized that ſhe came not to pay her uſual teſti- 


monies of obedience, I ſent to her chamber to 


enquire her healfh, and was informed that ſhe | 


went early into the fields, accompanied by a 


' young man called Ferroneſe, the ſon of a 


perſon who had formerly been a ſervant to 
me. I was not pleaſed. to hear ſhe. was gone 
out fo attended; not that I thought ſhe could 

be inſpired with any affection for a man ſo 
much beneath her, but that having heard a 

bad character of him, I ſuſpected he might be 
employed. as an emiſſary from ſome other, 


whom [ was certain ſhould not approve thus : 
recommended, I was juſt ſending to order ſhe . 
ſhopld return, when à poor man, who hap- 
pened to be at work in the grounds, came 
V running 
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running almoſt out of breath to inform me, 


he had ſeen Ferroneſe on horſeback with Fe- 
licia before him, who ſhrieking and crying 


out for help, plainly teſtified the had no hand 


in her own rape. I demanded which way 


they went, and having been informed, made . 
ſervants immediately mount in their pur- 


ſuit. They obeyed with diligence, and were 


ſo ſucceſsful in their ſearch, that in the foreſt. 


of Adorna, behind your. caſtle, they found my 
daughter rending the air with cries, and ſtand- 


ing en two perſons who ſeemed dead, or 
dying; one of them was the falſe F erroneſe, 


and the other her valiant defender, the gallant 


Adario : but his name or perſon being utter- 


ly a ſtranger to her, ſhe told them, that as it 


was to that brave unknown ſhe was indebted 


for the preſervation of her honour, ſhe ſhould 


think herſelf the moſt ungrateful of women, 
if ſhe did not uſe her utmoſt endeavours to 


bring him out of a condition in which he fell , 


but for her ſake. She added, that there were 


ſigns of life in him, and therefore ordered 
ſome of the men to ride with all ſpeed to the 
next town, for a litter; while ſhe endeavour- 


ed as well as ſhe could to bind his wounds. 
Her commands being obeyed, he was brought 
in that manner to my houſe, where the truth 
being related to me, I commended her beha- 


viour, and was no leſs zealous than ſhe had 


been to ſave the life of a perſon to whom 1 
was obliged for the reſtoration and protection 
." of N . The ſurgeons 3 no {eonen looked 
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on his wounds, than they informed me none 


of them were mortal, and that his only 


danger conſiſted in loſs of blood, and hay- 
ing lain fo long. They: gave me hopes, 
however, of his life, and nothing was omit- 
ted which might prevent the diſappointment 
of thoſe hopes. In a few hours he opened 
his eyes, and ſoon after had the uſe of ſpeech, 
but we forbore aſking him any queſtions, be- 
ing told, that nothing would be fo preju- 
dicial to him as noiſe or light. We ex- 
actly obſerved the orders given us by thoſe to 
whom we committed the care of him; but 
J could not avoid taking notice that Felicia 
enquired of his health, with a concern which 
ſeemed to have in it ſomething more than gra- 
titude. When ſhe related how bravely he had 
fought in her relief, and with what courage 
and gallantry he flew in the defence of her 
chaſtity, on the villain who attempted it, her 
eyes ſparkled with fire I had never ſeen in 
_ them before. She ſeemed agitated with an un- 


uůual warmth. She took pleaſure in repeating 


the tale whenever ſhe had an opportunity. She 
was tranſported at the hopes given her of his 


recovery: ſhe could not coneeal her diſorders 


Whenever any fuſpicious words were let fall, 
that" it was dubious: in fine, her every look 
and action exprefled a tenderneſs whick made 
me tremble. Pardon me, excellent Miramillia, 
I knew him not for Adoria, and though, even 
in that diſmal ſtate, I perceived enough about 
him, to believe him not unworthy of * 
a 3 : 5 ; 1 E 
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the uncertainty whether he might look on her 
with the fame eyes, or indeed might be in a 
condition to return her affection, made me 
fear ſhe ſhould place it on him: I concealed 
my ſentiments, however, till I ſhould be more 
— — judging with reaſon, that if my con- 
jectures were true, ſhe would be more wary in 
r behaviour before me. The great ſkill and | 
care that was employed, in a week's time re- is 
lieved us from the fears of the death of our | | 
- _ gueſt, and the young Felicia could not conceal = 
- _ joy at the news, which heightened my ſuſ- > 
picions. It was more than a month, however, 
| before we were permitted to ſpeak to him, and : | 
then no more than to- teſtify our zeal ſor his - 
—— ſo extremely weak was his condi- 
tion. We were told by the perſons employed 
to watch with him, that the chief uſe he made 
of his recovered ſpeech, was, firſt, toenquire 
in whoſe houſe he was, and being told it be- 
longed to the perſon in whoſe daughter's 
cauſe he had received thoſe wounds, he ex- 
pPreſſed the utmoſt ſatisfaction; but that on 1 
hearing my name, it viſibly abated, and he ſeem- 11 
ed rather troubled, than the contrary, to receive | 
any obligations from Clotario. He could not, 
however, refrain aſking. many queſtions con- 
cerning Felicia, ſuch as what ſollicitations ſhe 
had for marriage, who were the pretenders to * 
her, which of them ſhe ſeemed moſt to favour, =. 01 
Or to whom 1T'wa$Y' inclined to difpoſe of her, | : | 
by what means ſhe came to be expoſed to the | 
+ Langer from Which he had delivered her: all 
e : e which 
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which being anſwered according to the, direct 
truth, they ſaid. he expreſſed an infinity of 
pleaſure to hear ſhe was not yet engaged either 
by duty or inclination. I could not be told 
theſe things, without believing the ſame ſenti- 
ments had inſpired them both; and having my- 
ſelf, as you very well know, madam, expe- 
rienced the fore of love, ſincerely wiſhed, he 
might be of ſuch a quality as might not ren- 

- der, theirs unfortunate, which I. very much 
feared, hecaufe of the fregret with which. he 
beard of hers. Admittance at laſt being al- 


lowed, I went to viſit him, taking Felicia with 


me; decency, and gratitude I thought oblig- 
ing her to pay this reſpect to one to whom ſhe 
was. indebted fer all that was moſt dear to her: 
J imagined alſo, that hy being preſent at this 
interview, I ſhould; be able to ſaſſure myſelf of 


e ſentiments of them both, more fully, per- 
baps than any other way; and indeed there re- 


- quired but little penetration. to ead in their 


Sountenances what paſſed in their hearts. 

I beir affection for gach other vas as apparent 
as thę care they took ta conceal it; not can 

I ſay, that I was, much troubled at; it, there 
was ſomething in the face and vdice of Ada- 
rio that inſenſibly attached me to him. I did 
not indeed, Miramillia, think of you at that 
time, much leſs imagine that this noble youth 
ſon. 3, yet it is certain that great 16+ 


ET - ſemb ance he has te à form which had been 


once ſo dear to mes it was that filled me with 


5 ' impreſſions 1a: much in Þis/favgur.-:T he firſt 
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eivilities being over, I defired him to let me 
know to whom 1 had been ſo much obliged; 


but never did I ſee fo ſudden and ſo ſtrange an 


alteration as appeared in him at this demand. 


That extreme paleneſs, which the weakneſs of 
his condition had ſpread over his face, now 


gave way to a fluſhing red; it ſeemed as if his 
Whole little remains of blood had forſook all 
other parts to paint his bluſhing cheeks. His 


lips trembled as he was about to make reply, 
nor could he preſently bring forth a word; 


but when he did, it was in this manner, how 


eaſy were it for me, ſaid he, to impoſe on your 
belief, by giving myſelf a name to which 1 
have no pretence ? but know, my lord, that 


whatever I am, I was bred to hate deceit; and 
às there is an unſurmountable reaſon for my 


concealing from what family I am deſcended, 


think it a leſs misfortune to run the hazard of 
paſſing in your eſteem, as a perſon who has 
done ſomething, for which he is afraid or 
aAſhamed to own himſelf for what he is, than 
to be conſcious of a crime like fal ſhood. 
This only (continued he) I entreat you to be- 
lieve of me, that I am wholly devoted to your 


ſervice, and am ſo far from regretting, that in 


it I have ſpent part of my blood, that I 
would gladly ſhed the remainder on the ſame 
account, and bleſs heaven for nothing more 
earneſtly, than that I have been the happy 


inſtrument of reſtoring the admirable Felicia 
to your embraces. Here he ceaſed to ſpeak, 
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and the aſtoniſhment his words involved me 
in, left me not the power of making him an 
immediate anſwer z I was confounded, I knew 
not what to think, I could not believe he was 
of a birth inferior to what his pride would 
make him wiſh to be thought; there was ſome- 
thing ſo noble in his air and countenance, as 
| preſently. checked all ſuggeſtions of that kind. 
Nor could I imagine he had been guilty of 
any thing which ſhould oblige him to con- 
' ceal himſelf : that gallant freedom with which 
he ſpoke, and that love of truth which he 
preferred to all things, made me conceive the 
higheſt opinion of his honour, and his 
lier: in fine, what he ſaid was both pleaſ- 
ing and diſturbing to me; I admired him more 
than I had done, but was more fearful than I 
had been, leſt Felicia ſhould do fo too. When 
the tumults of my thoughts would give me 
leave, I told him, that the obligations I was 
under to him, forbad I -ſhould preſs to know 
any thing he was unwilling te reveal; nor 
zs I had done nothing to deſerve his confi- 
- dence, could not take it ill that he refuſed it me. 
However, purſued I, before we part you may 
perhaps have a better opinion of my diſcre- 
tion and my gratitude; and as a proof that you 
are deſirous to make trial of both, I beg you 
will command every thing in this houſe with 
the ſame freedom as you would your own. - 
He made no other reply to theſe words than 
- bowing his head, for he had not yet recovered 
je 4 enough to move his F. 27 
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leaſt ; after this we began to talk of the villany 
of Ferroneſe, and the little fecurity a young 
woman can have out of the preſence of thoſe 
whom duty and nature obliges to be tender 


of her honour. Felicia excuſed her going into 


the field with him, by ſaying he told her, 
there was that moment a great mountain rai- 


fed at the end of it in that night, which he 
imagined had been done by an earthquake; ſne 


added, that not having the leaſt ſuſpicion that 
he had any deſign on her, nor could apprehend 


a danger of any kind ſo near the houſe, ſne 


had run out to ſee this wonder, at the garden- 


gate which led to the field, and happened 


to be then open; but that ſhe was no ſooner 
out of hearing, than ſhe perceived a horſe 


tied by the bridle to a tree, on which he 


mounted, taking her by force in his arms, 
and making no ſtop till he came to that wood, 


where Adario found him ready to ſacrifice her 
| honour to a paſſion ſhe would not conſent to 


gratify by marriage with him. I obſerved, 
while Felicia was relating to Adario the means 
by which ſhe was carried away, ſhe took a 


more than ordinary pains in excuſing her in- 


advertency; and this ſerved to convince me 
more, that ſne was in reality as ſenſible of the 


tender paſſion as tis poſſible for a young heart 


to be. We continued in the chamber till a 
certain faintneſs, which his countenance in 


ſpite of him betrayed, reminded me that we 
had put him on the neceſſity of ſpeaking more 
than his ſtrength would bear; and indeed the 
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ſurgeon found him fo diſordered at his next 
viſit, that he defired we would forbear any 
further converſation with him for a good 
while. Tt was near another month before we 
were ſuffered to go into his chamber, any far- 
ther than the door, to enquire after his health, 
which J conſtantly did every day, But I took 
notice, that after this, Felicia grew extremely 
melancholy, and at laſt ſo pale, and her whole 
7 ſo dejected, that ſne was ſcarcely to be 
known : I gueſſed, that this change in her pro- 
ceeded from the endeavours ſhe made to con- 
quer the paſſion ſhe had entertained for a per- 
ſon who was reſolved to continue a ſtranger 
to her; and to forward her eure, ſent her to 
the houſe of a ſiſter of mine, who had man 
children of much the ſame age with herſelf, 
in ' whoſe fociety T hoped her melancholy 
_ _ _ might abate: I perceived an unwillingneſs in 
© her to go, but not ſo much as offered any 
thing .in oppoſition to it. But ſhe had not 
deen there many days „ ſiſter ſent 
ber back, fearing forme fad effect of her diſtem- 
pers. which, from the moment ſhe left home, 
had encreaſed by ſuch fwift degrees, that at 
her return ſhe ſeemed but like the ſpectre of 
the once gay Felicia. Adario too, on hearing ſhe 
Was gone, fell into convulſions, which were 
' Near being fatal to him; this new diſorder, 
| however, retarded his recovery fo much, that 
it was near four months before he was able to 
Walk about his chamber. I was fo greatly af- 
feRed with their mutual diftrefs, that I reſolved 


to 
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to relieve it, if by any means I could: but 
neither of them having declared their ſenti- 
ments to me, I was at a loſs how to break the 
knowledge I had of them, either to the one 
or the other, My concern for my child, whom 
I faw almoſt at the point of death, made me 
at laſt caſt aſide all ſcruples. I revealed to 
her the diſcoyery I had made, and 3 

ſhe was in a confuſion-ſcarce ſupportable, 1 
endeavoured to comfort her, and told her it was 
no breach of modeſty for a young maid to be 
charmed with merit ſuch as our gueſt appeared 
to be maſter of. I aſſured her alſo that I ſaw 


the ſame paſſion working as powerfully in his 
ſoul as in hers, and "Rat if there was no 
greater itnpediment than I could yet foreſee, 
marrlage f ould, in a ſmall time, complete 
their mutual wiſhes. The anſwers ſhe made 
were but fhort, and confifted only in thanks 
for the tenderneſs. I expreſſed for her repoſe, 
yet could I plainly diſcern the greateſt indul- 
gence on any other ſcore would have availed 
ut little to the recovery of her peace. _ 
From her I went to the chamber of Adario, 
_ whom found extremely penſive; I would not, 
- as yet, take any notice to him of my deſign, 
being defirous'of ſeeing if he would reveal to 
Felicia more than he was willing to do to me: 
— To accompliſh which intent, I ordered 
dinner to be ferved in bis chamber, ſeeing he 
was now in à condition to endure company. 
This was done every day; and ſometimes pre- 
| tending ſudden buſineſs, I would retire, on 
5 "> & - purpole 
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purpoſe to give him the liberty of explaining. 

| himſelf, if he had courage to do fo. ——— 
— queſtioned. my daughter concerning his beha- 
. viour, and ſhe with bluſhes, at laſt, confeſſed, 
that he had declared himſelf her lover; that 
having told him ſhe could not, without breach 
of modeſty, accept of any propoſals of that 
kind from a perſon, who, while he made an 
offer of his heart, concealed his name; he 
aſſured her, that his quality was not inferior 


to hers . but that, when ſhe preſſed him 
to make it known, he only ſighed, and turned 
his head away. I need not repeat. the trouble 
I was in at this latter part of the account. Vou 
> may believe, on the one fide, .I was infinitely 
concerned at the deſpair of a child ſo dear to 
me; and, on the other, could not think of giv- 
4 ing her to a man, from whom nothing could 
draw the ſecret of his birth. After a long 
conſideration, I commanded Felicia to inform 
bim, ſhe. would liſten no farther to the decla- 
rations he. ceaſed not to make her, nor on any 
terms believe his pretenſions were ſuch as were 
conſiſtent with honour, unleſs he made them 
known to me, and alſo from what parents he 
derived his being: ſhe obeyed, and he appeared 
in all the confuſion imaginable; he told her, 
that he had not the leaſt hope of ſucceeding ; 
that all the reaſon he had ſo long concealed 
himſelf was, that he was certain of Joſing all 
that good-will the ſervice he had done x, 21 


acquired, when once that fatal ſecret ſhould de 
_ * diſcovered ;' =—There is, ſaid he, an enmity xf 
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between our parents, which, on the ſide of 
ours, I fear will never ceaſe. But why ſhould 


delay your attention? He at length was pre · 
vailed on to diſcover himſelf your ſon; which 


I was no ſooner made acquainted with, than 1 
felt a tranſport which no tongue is able to 


expreſs. — The merits of Adario ſeemed now 
to ſhine with double luſtre, when I knew they 
were derived from Miramillia. Miramillia! 
whom I have never ceaſed to admire, even when 
my raſh deſpair made me attempt the life of 


the man moſt dear to her: I flew immediately 


to Adario, I embraced him with all the demon- 


{tration of a paternal affection: - aſſured him, 


I ſhould think-m 1 bleſſed in making him 
my ſon.— here remains, ſaid I, but 


one impediment to. our common ſatisfaction, 


the conſent of your excellent mother, her for- 


| giveneſs of a crime, which I have ſince ſeverely 
kepented of, and vouchſafing to join your hands. 


Adario returned my endearments as became his 
affection to my daughter, and gave me hopes 


you would not be leſs bounteous to his wiſhes | 


than J had been. 


Thus, madam, continued he, have ou 


heard the hiſtory of a paſſion, which, as violent 
as it is, has not tranſported the perſons influen- 
_ced by it to act any thing contrary to duty, or 


to honour; all the tenderneſs Felicia has been 


ſo fortunate to inſpire in the ſoul of Adario, 


has never made him once intreat the gratifica- 
tion of his deſires, till authorized by our per- 
miſſion, If then the mutual love 


eſe dar- 
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Ungs of the Hearts of us both, can be of any 
power to move you, or the ſincere penitence 
of Clotario mitigate the guflt of his former 
raſhneſs, behold 1 join in their ſubmiſfions, 
And intreat vou will not ber FINE | to their 


wiſhes. is 
6 A, and taking 


Here ceaſed | Gbr 0 
Adario in oné hand; and Felicj ſeia in the other, 


„they all three fell on their knees before Mira- 


millia, who expreſſing ſome confuſion to ſee 
Clotario i in that poſture, firſt raiſed him in the 
moſt obli ing manner, then embraced Felicia 
and Adatio with a tendetrieſs, "Which denoted 
ſhe would be © Far from, oppoſing their. deſires, 
which ſte ſoon. after ratified by he Kg r words. 
Thus Was this houſe of : mou; rning.now C n- 5 
verted to a proportionable j oy : not only Feli- 
Cia, but Clotatio; the obliged to Bae apart- 
ments with ber, titl Preparations were made 
for the marriage, which was. ſoon after com- 
5 to the ate e Were 5 * 8 
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| ance, with Cuts. To which a are added, ſeveral oc- 


cafional Poems, By Dr. Croxall, when a G 85 | | 


 man-Commoner of Oxford, 18. | 

41. Dr. Gerhard's Divine Meditations, 38. i 
442. Philips's Splendid Shilling, 1s. Or all his 

9 5 with Cute, 28. 6d. bound. po 
. Barrow's Naval Hiſtory, illuſtrated. with 22 

| Maps, naval erer eads, &c. 4 Vols. 125, 

Way La ah $ ay Letter- Writer, 2s. 


a5 Mrs. ? 


— 


5 BOOK: Abet for: T. arent 
2545. Mrs. Centlivre's Plays, dine ug + Life by 2 


Lady, 3 Vols. 99. 


1146..Cibber's Plays, 5 Vols. 16. „ of 
. Brown's Roman Hiſtory, by way of : Queſtion 


Jt and Anſwet, for the Uſe of Schools, 28. 


48. Mr. Martin' q Univerſal Gazetteer, with even | 
Maps, 38. Gd. 

2 We Raglim Theatre 3 containing Twenty 
Comedies, and Twenty Tragedies; being the moſt 
valuableFlaye that have been acted upon the Britiſh 
Stage, and e e from the following Authors : 


Sir R ˖ „Swele, 1 135 Addiſon, Eſd: 8 
uh, Dr. Young, Ir. Rowe, 
334 Dr. Hoad ey,” r. Lillo, 


Mr. F arqhuar eee 
Mr. Otway, T1 .. 
"a 8 Vols. 12zmo;/11; l. 


: 1.2500 Genuine Memoirs of Maria, © young. Lady of 
Rank and Fortune, neatly printed on a line N 
n 00 Pocket Vols. 48. ſewedd. 


from the Prefdce. 5 
e Adventures of our Heroine are ficient 
to engage the Attention of the Judigi 


and the Manner of thinking, and Cure of he 
and her Friends, cannot fall of conveyin 1 8 
Fend of Virtue and Humanity, whiff 


d-Fate of her Enemies will promote a De. 
—.— and Hotrer of Vice, and may tend to fe- 


form thoſe who are embarked in the Purſuit of falſe 
| Pleaſures, and the ee of their ge 
Paſſiens.“ 


1 os Life and d Adventures of Frank Clive, in 
58. . 


22 Toe Lee have whole Days, which, Jo they 
* 3 u = 


42 85 Thy. wy have but Hours, and thoſe they 


_ . 3 53. The 


: BOOKS printed for, T..Lownnss. -_ 
52, The -Ladies $.ccomplete: Letter - Writer: or, 
The whole 2 art of, inditing . on every 5 


ect, as Daughters, r Pee Rel Ager 
bn 5 iſtreſſes of Families. 6 Bog 5 
well-diſpaſed Series of Letters, written 5 Ladies, 


on the moſt religious, moral, and ſocial Doi. in- 
terſperſed with Relations of various Events that muſt. 


_ " Intereſt all the tender and noble Paſſions, without 


depriving the Heart. Together with" the 'vatidus 

Forms of writing Meſlages on Cards, . 

other important Articles, The Whole ſo a. 

- un: Impro vin 87 and: uſeful Manual of Tnſtrafzon, 

ratio ee A Work long deſired, 
and the ofily one particu Mari formed for the Uſe of | 

Ladies. Dedicated to her Majeſty Queen Charlotte, 

and adorned with a beautiful Frontiſpiece, e 

by Taylor, 28. 6d. neatly bound in Red: ; 
„ Wfat's female Beauty but an Air divine; 

„ 'Fhro' which the Soul's unſully'd Graces e 
„ Phat like a Sun ey HTS abs eee * 5 | 
The Body charms, becauſe the Mind is feen. ; 

5 3. The Complete London Jeſter; or, Wit's 
eus an Containing alf the Fun and all the Hu- 
mour, Mthe Eearning and alf the Judgment, which 
have flowed from the two Univerboes fi from the two 

"Theatres, from White" s'Chocolate:Houle, from the 

Bedford Coffee-Houſe; or from the Spouting Clubs 

and Choice Spirits Clubs in London àn an eſtmin- 

ſter. Including all the faſhionable + Jeſts, Epigrams, 
merry Tales, Humorous Jokes, 805 Mots, choice 

Songs, Conundrums, Iriſh Bulls, comical Hambuys; 

drolf Narrations, ſmart: Repartees, new Adventures 


funny Epitaphs and Witticiſms; Which wil e 


Care, dtown Grief, baniffi che Spleen, improve v 5 
Wi, create Mirth, entertain Company,” and 

the Reader alight Heart and à chiearful Cou 

— 1 Whole — che agreeable Art — 


N 
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5 2 EE BOOKS printed for T. een 
"I Story- telling, und furniſhing Pieces of Wit for the 
Doe i; . and ke of both Sexes. 
IE ow Edition, being eThird, with a curious Fron- 
:: 18. tc 

; > „ phe? BM 2 a hoofand different Shapes it bears, © 
. Et ro eee Shapers pears. 


— 


HH V OWLET. 


0 9 8 oy PE og ome C al on, \Trader's 
_- > " "Sie Pomfrer's Poems, 1 18. 1 8 
| 50. Sel, Kew Wanderer ; fn? erer 8 n 
Searle; Eſq; containing ventures 
i with many. remarkable Characters and inter- 
ro nc 1 of fur- 
121 (6, a Vols. G6. 
= Sarprizes of Love, in in Four Novels, 25 
Wah, 9. Lis You e ee 12 el. 
5 "pie Maker s Young Man' Companion, AP 
„ 61. The 1 hy Charles Beaufort; con- 
Memoirs of a 
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